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A little boy who lived far out in the country in the late 1800s had
reached the age of twelve and had never in all his life seen a
circus. You can imagine his excitement, when one day a
poster went up at school announcing that on the next Saturday
a traveling circus was coming to the nearby town. He ran
home with the glad news and the question, “Daddy, can I go?”
Although the family was poor, the father sensed how important
this was to the lad. “If you do your Saturday chores ahead of
time,” he said, “I’ll see to it that you have the money to go.”
Come Saturday morning, the chores were done, and the little
boy stood by the breakfast table, dressed in his Sunday best.
His father reached down into the pocket of his overalls and
pulled out a dollar bill—the most money the little boy had
possessed at one time in all his life. The father cautioned him
to be careful and then sent him on his way to town.
The boy was so excited, his feet hardly seemed to touch the
ground all the way. As he neared the outskirts of the village, he
noticed people lining the streets, and he worked his way
through the crowd until he could see what was happening. Lo
and behold, it was the approaching spectacle of a circus
parade!
The parade was the grandest thing this lad had ever seen.
Caged animals snarled as they passed, bands beat their
rhythms and sounded shining horns, midgets performed
acrobatics while flags and ribbons swirled overhead. Finally,
after everything had passed where he was standing, the
traditional circus clown, with floppy shoes, baggy pants, and a
brightly painted face, brought up the rear. As the clown
passed by, the little boy reached into his pocket and took out
that precious dollar bill. Handing the money to the clown, the
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boy turned around and went home.
What had happened? The boy thought he had seen the circus when he
had only seen the parade!
Are you experiencing all that God has for you? The Christian life is a
marvellous adventure, an exciting journey. Many people - including
Christians - seem to be content to float in a sea of mediocrity, settling for
second best. Do you want the abundant life that Jesus promised? Do you
want to live life to its fullest? Then aim higher. Don’t set your sights too
low. Determine to become all that God created you to be. Give yourself to
Christ, follow him completely, and allow the Holy Spirit to work in you and
through you. You ain’t seen nothin’ yet!
As a church God has been at work in exciting ways but I believe greater
things are yet to come in Dunfermline. I really believe God can do more
than we can ask think or imagine. (Ephesians 3v20).
Let’s be a people who live big lives for God because he is a big God. As
pastor it is my desire to see the people of God equipped and empowered
in order to live big lives for God. We are all in this together. The bible says
that where there is unity God commands a blessing. (Psalm133)
As William Carey said: “Expect great things from God, attempt great things
for God.”

Rae

Regular at Viewfield? – Keep Informed!
The Viewfield Directory is open to everyone who attends Viewfield or
considers themselves part of the Viewfield Family. If you would like to be
included, please complete a GDPR Consent Form which is normally
available at the teabar, or speak to Joe Fisher, or send an email to
office@viewfield.org.uk.
On completion of a GDPR form you will be sent a welcome email with
information on how to access "Your ChurchBox Account", which gives
access to up to date contact details for other people in the Viewfield
congregation. There after you will receive regular emails with news and
information for prayer.
Access to the online Directory and copies of the paper directory will only
be made available to people who have their own entry in the Directory.
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Fellowship News
Over recent months we rejoiced with six friends as they each made public
confession of their faith in Jesus by being baptised: Wendy & Duncan
McPhail, Gavin Baxter, Chris Burns, Samuel Ackom and Louise Stanyon
During the same period, we were pleased to accept applications for
membership from Wendy & Duncan McPhail, Chris Burns and Erica
Campbell, each was subsequently formally welcomed as a member at a
morning service.
Also, during this time, we were saddened to learn of the passing of Jinty
Arnott.

External Fellowship Lunches
Pre Covid, I arranged a number of the above, which grew each time
with the last having well over sixty attending. A number of people have
been asking about the next one. This will be held at:

The Inn, Charlestown - Sunday 17th July 2022
As well as being a great opportunity for everyone to get to know one
another more in an informal, neutral environment it is also an
opportunity for inviting friends, Christian and non-Christian, to the
morning service followed by the lunch. Numbers so far are in excess
of thirty and the numbers are likely to grow. If you need transport, it
should be possible to arrange this. We make for Charlestown about
12.30 and gather at the hotel for about 13.00.
Now is the time to book, please let me know either in person, by
telephone or e-mail if you would like to attend. Owing to now having
to pay a deposit in advance, payments required in advance are nonrefundable. A two-course lunch is - £16.95, three course £20.95
including tea or coffee (lower prices available for children). This time
guests need to order choices one week in advance via me. So, if you
could pay me for the lunch at the first opportunity and choose your
lunch options that would be very helpful.
Looking forward to having a great time together.
David Reid,
Reid
E: phriesion@yahoo.co.uk; T: 01383822965 M: 07969878744
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We are organising a Toy Sale to raise funds for the Soft Play, Sensory
Room and Community Café. The sale will be on Saturday 16th July, time
TBC.
TBC As well as being a good opportunity to raise funds it will also be a
great way to engage with the community and raise awareness of our plans
for the café.
There are lots of ways you can get involved and we would love to hear from
you if you can help in any of the following ways.
• Help the toddlers team sort and clean toys - 30 th June 9.30am to
12.30pm (or part)
We have many toys in the toddlers’ cupboard which we have not been
using. This is where we expect to get many of the toys for the sale.
• Donate children’
children’s toys, games, books etc.
Do you or anyone you know have suitable things you could donate.
They do not need to be new but they must be in a condition that
someone would be willing to pay for.
• Volunteer on the day
We will need lots of help on the day including:
o Welcoming people
o Supervising a table
o Serving refreshments
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o Setting up – including stacking chairs
o Clearing up – including putting out chairs
o Taking payments
• Bake
We would also like to sell some home baking so if you love to bake
this might be the job for you!
• Come along and grab yourself some bargains
If you have children, grandchildren, nieces & nephews, friends’ children
why not come along and support us by spending some money. Invite
your friends too! (Flyers available at the tea bar/from Ali)
• Pray
Please pray that the day is a success. That we will have enough
donations to make the sale worthwhile. For the people who are
organising to make the right decisions and think of everything that
needs to be thought about. Also, that we get the opportunity to meet
people in the community and have a chance to build relationships with
them, even in this context.
Please contact Ali (children@viewfield.org.uk) if you would like to get
involved in any way.
Ali Taylor
It’s six months since we moved
venue to the Viewfield Centre.
What a difference time and
waiting has made.
As Rae
recently mentioned in a sermon,
‘waiting time isn’t wasted time’
with God. All of the prayer, preparation and persistence of six months
meeting, and waiting in the church hall and the previous six months
praying via Zoom calls while we were locked down has paid off. It is our
pleasure and privilege to regularly welcome an average of seven guests
each week. Some have no additional connection to Viewfield while others
have lots of connections to Viewfield. We have welcomed 46 individuals
during this period! To be a welcoming, peace filled place, offering
friendship and food is what we pray we will continue to be to anyone who
is looking for or needs a safe place to meet people and find acceptance
and community. What a special spiritual gift hospitality is and I am ever
grateful and humbled as our team of 12 volunteers offer that to our guests
week by week.
Jo Albrock Oasis Drop-in coordinator
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Summer with SU
It’s been great to get back to having in person residential events again.
There are plenty of events taking
place at Lendrick Muir just up the
road from us near Kinross. The big
Youth Event, “Magnitude” will be
taking place from 23rd – 27th July.
I will once again be driving a minibus
on various days. Please pray for all the logistics - especially that I will be

able to successfully reverse the minibus and trailor out of Buchanan Bus
Station in Glasgow, without bringing the bus station to a complete halt (:Alistair and Rhona McKinlay, along with Nathan and Craig, will be going
back to Scoughall near North Berwick from 16th – 22nd July. This holiday
is run by Alistair’s sister, Fiona and her husband Russell. Alistair’s parents
will be going to help look after Nathan and Craig. There are still a number
of places available - please pray that these will be filled.
After Scoughall, the McKinlays will be off to the Isle of Man to prepare for
the Port St Mary SU Beach Mission. Evelyn, I, and Jon & Ali Taylor will be
joining them, and also Gui and her two boys.
Last year we ran for 7 days with a reduced
program. This year we are planning for the
usual fortnight.
The children and young
people come along for one, two or three
sessions per day (depending on their age) for
a wide range of activities including games, crafts, drama, interactive Bible
based activities, competitions, and the “Beach Mission Big Day Out.”
Although we are returning to something closer to the pre-pandemic
programme, we’re taking the opportunity to learn from last year and make
some changes. We are changing to six age groups from 0-17s (instead of
seven pre-pandemic) and giving them new names. We are also changing
the timings of the day. Please do pray that the programme will run

smoothly both for the children and the team.
For various reasons some people who were going to come on the team
are not able to make it - please pray that we will be able to fill these slots,

and in particular that a few more local Christians will volunteer to help with
the two youngest groups in the afternoons.
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We are very grateful to have Steph Rodger (former Viewfield member)
returning to cook for the team in the first week and having Dave Beck (who
has visited Viewfield with his family a few times) cooking for both weeks –

please pray that we will find one more assistant cook.
Above all please pray that
• children and young people will
come
• those who come will have great
fun and enjoy the activities
• seed will be soon in the hearts of
children, teens and adults
• we will see young people choose
to follow Jesus and others being
discipled in their faith.

David Stewart

How then shall we pray?
At a recent After Service Prayer Time, we were praying for our country’s
leaders with all the difficulties that they face. Sometimes with all that is
going on in the world we can feel powerless, so we finished with this
prayer which reminds us what we as a Church can do to make a
difference.
Grant Us Clear Eyes
(A Prayer from Mauritius – The Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean)
Heavenly Father,
you have welcomed us into your kingdom
and your heart’s desire is to draw every human being to yourself.
Grant us clear eyes to see people as you see them,
sensitive feet to stand in their shoes,
and warm smiles to welcome them into your name.
Give us generous hearts
that our church becomes a foretaste of heaven
where every soul you send us
finds their loving home in the community of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen
This prayer comes from the Baptist World Alliance which produces a
weekly email with prayers for Baptists around the world - www.bwanet.org

Submitted by David Stewart
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Lifepath 2222 - 29 July 2022
Well here I am travelling down the West Coast mainline from Edinburgh to
Warrington and on to Liverpool to travel across to the Isle of Man. I am on
my way to help with “Lifepath” which is when SUMT (Scripture Union on
the Isle of Man) takes over Rushen Abbey and, with a group of volunteers
from most of the Island Churches, puts on a RE curriculum day to help
nine and ten year olds think about how monks used to live, and how
Christians live today.
There will be 700+ young people from years
5 and 6 (9 and 10 years olds) plus all the
staff and parent helpers from the schools,
It’s great to work with people from the
different churches. Everything is done to a
very high standard and the young people
and staff have a great time.
I have done this for many years, following
this pattern of catching the 12:52 train. I
would be allowed away from work but
would spend the journey tidying up loose
ends at work. In 2019 I knew that would
be the last year I would be having to do
work on the train as, by the next year I
would have retired. Little did I know that
in fact things wouldn’t work out and that
in 2020 Lifepath wouldn’t happen and in
2021 it would take place but the Island
wouldn’t let me in (:-. So it’s good to get
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back to helping and not having to be concerned about “work”. My role is
primarily to help with the background logistics.
A number of the team have had to pull out due to various illnesses. Please
do pray for a sufficient team, for protection from further illness and other
issues. Please pray for a good witness and a great time for the young
people, staff and parent helpers from the schools.

David Stewart

Where does our tea come from?
A number of years ago, we decided as a church that, we would purchase
only Fairtrade tea & coffee for use by all ministries. This is currently done
centrally via Traidcraft, which as an organisation sells various Fairtrade
products and supports and advocates on matters of justice globally.

Why Fairtrade?
Many tea, coffee, cocoa, sugar, vanilla,
banana, and more, farmers struggle to
earn a fair wage for their work and face
increased challenges in farming due to
climate change. These factors have an
impact on funds to access health care,
education and adequate housing. Many
also face poor working conditions.
Fairtrade certification is a way in which
matters of social justice in trade can be
advocated for and often achieved at the
local level. Purchasing Fairtrade items is
therefore something small that we can do
to help to enact justice in our world.
Before we drink a cup of tea, coffee or hot chocolate or eat a banana may
we thank God; lifting it up and the journey of how it made its way to us.
May we pray for a fair wage and working conditions for the farmers and
workers involved.

Jo Albrock
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BMS World Mission Prayer Matters
It was good to ‘meet’ and have a catch up with
Jane Edwards during a recent Zoom visit. Jane is
currently on home assignment having arrived back
in England in mid-May, and is here till early August.
This is a time to share about the ministry in
Mozambique with supporters, and also catch up
with family and friends.
David Stewart has written, in the weekly Prayer Diary about what she
shared and so I will not repeat it here. However, in her subsequent
newsletter she asked for prayer:
• For the remaining church visits – both for the actual talks and for
safe travel/good connectivity for the Zoom calls.
• For the ongoing ministry of AMAC while I am away.
• For good time management between preparing for church talks in
this country and dealing with AMAC matters.
• For the BMS conference to be held in July.
———————————————
Meantime Paul and Sarah Brown,
Brown having returned to UK to resolve a visa
issue, have written:
Our first few weeks in the UK did initially feel like
a standstill, especially since we had hoped to
start our roles with the Thailand Karen Baptist
Convention (TKBC) at the end of February.
However, as we look back now, we understand
that God's timing is always perfect; this extra
time has enabled us to help our family and look
into other matters that would have only been possible to do whilst in the
UK. We thank God for His provision; for the latter part of our time in the
UK, we linked with a Church local to Sarah's Mum which is very mission
focussed and offered us accommodation to stay in. This was beneficial,
since it enabled Sarah to help care for her Mum daily, and provided us
with a base and our own space. They ask us to:
• Give thanks for approved visas and extra time with family in the UK
• For the health of our parents. Trusting that they are in God's hands
as we return to Thailand.
• For decisions yet to be finalised about their roles with TKBC.

MaryMary- Jane Kirkland, World Mission Prayer Coordinator
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Christians Against Poverty (CAP)
The vision of CAP is for “Transformed lives, Thriving Churches and an end
to UK Poverty”. At CAP’s annual conference we heard amazing stories of
how God is transforming the lives of men, women, and families, bringing
them out of the fear, anxiety, and isolation of problem debt, and leading
them into new life as part of his family, the church.
While our hearts were warmed by accounts from CAP clients supported to
become debt-free, we also heard stark facts about the increasing impact
the current cost-of-living crisis is having, particularly for the most
disadvantaged in our society.
•
•
•
•

22% of UK are currently living in poverty
3 in 10 people with mental health problems had debts between
£2,000 and £20,000 during the pandemic
10% of households reported that loan and interest payments were a
heavy financial burden
82% of households had used credit as a safety net to meet essential
needs

If you, or anyone you know is feeling the strain, then the message is don’t
worry, you are not alone, and CAP can help:
The CAP Money Course will help you prepare
and review your budget and adjust your
spending and saving patterns to put you back in
control of your finances. We’ll be running our
next CAP Money course in-person in the
Viewfield Centre, starting on Monday 4 th July 779pm with further sessions on 11 th and 18 th July.
July
You can use the link below to sign up for the
course, or share it with someone you know:
https://capmoney.org/en_GB/joinacourse/628cb34b3a5fdefab401c862
If you are concerned about problem debt and don’t see a way out, CAP
can help. You can contact the CAP Debt Service on freephone 0800 328
0006, or visit the website https://capuk.org/i-want-help
For more information, please speak to Duncan Christie, or contact him at
coh@viewfield.org.uk

Duncan Christie
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Saltmine Theatre Company* @ Edinburgh
International Festival Fringe 2022
Palmerston Place Church, Edinburgh
17-19th August 7.30pm,
20th August 2.30pm

The Liberator
In a city just like yours, hope is in short
supply. Politicians are corrupt, power
overthrows justice, and hypocrisy and
cynicism seem to be in the very air and
in the bloodstream. Yet when a strange man comes to town,
peculiar things start to happen: the sick rise from their beds, the
dead live again, and people lost to addiction and their own desires
are suddenly freed. But who is he? And how long before the powers
that be crack down on this subversive, this radical, this ‘Liberator’?
Inspired by the work of Rob Lacey and told in his memory, The
Liberator is a passionate retelling of the Gospel of Matthew. Told in a
modern idiom, this is a gospel at once faithful and utterly fresh.
Suitable for age 12+
£10, concessions £8

Book tickets: saltminetrust.org.uk/edfringe
*A Christian charity and Theatre Company

PASTOR
Rev Rae MacKenzie
07713 624087
or via the Church Office
pastor@viewfield.org.uk
12

CHURCH SECRETARY
Joe Fisher
01383 510953

EDITOR
Jim Kirkland
01383 420226

secretary@viewfield.org.uk

jimkirkland09@gmail.com

