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A young boy spent many hours building a little sailboat, crafting
it down to the finest detail. He then took it to a nearby river to
sail it. When he put it in the water, however, it moved away
from him very quickly. Though he chased it along the bank, he
couldn’t keep up with it. The strong wind and current carried
the boat away. The heartbroken boy knew how hard he would
have to work to build another sailboat.
Farther down the river, a man found the little boat, took it to
town, and sold it to a shopkeeper. Later that day, as the boy
was walking through town, he noticed the boat in a store
window.
Entering the store, he told the owner that the boat belonged to
him. It had his own little marks on it, but he couldn’t prove to
the shopkeeper that the boat was his. The man told him the
only way he could get the boat was to buy it. The boy wanted
it back so badly that he did exactly that.
As he took the boat from the hand of the shopkeeper, he
looked at it and said, “Little boat, you’re twice mine. I made
you and I bought you.”
In the same way, we are twice God’s. Our Father in heaven
both created us and paid a great price for us. (See Colossians
1:16 and Romans 5:8.) With the blood of his Son, we have
been redeemed and reunited with God.
Jesus Christ gave his life to get us back, yet so often we show
such little gratitude for what he has done for us.
This Easter let’s take time to respond with thanks to God for
the sacrifice of his son.
Let’s take the opportunities to share the good news of Jesus
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with those we know.
Romans 1v16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power
of God unto salvation.”

Rae

Fellowship News
At our Church Meeting in March, we were pleased to receive Maggie
Simpson as a Church Member by transfer, she was formally welcomed at
a recent church service by our Pastor
Rather belatedly, we offer our congratulations to the Turvey and Clews
families on the birth of baby Henry to Jillie and James, a grandson for
Jeanette and Harry and nephew for Steven and Jenny.
We were saddened to learn of the passing of Douglas Lumsden during
February.
News of Paul Manuel: during the pandemic, Paul had to move out of his
rented property in Crossgates. As a result he moved to Kilsyth so hasn't
been around Viewfield recently. He and Fiona are preparing for their
marriage in July.
Thanksgiving Service: Isobel Sked, who was a member of Viewfield for
over 50 years, died right at the start of the pandemic, so it wasn't possible
to hold a funeral and thanksgiving service for her life. Everyone is
welcome to join family and friends on the 2nd anniversary of her death to
give thanks for her life and Christian service. Saturday 2nd April at
2.30pm in the sanctuary, followed by light refreshments in the hall.

Regular at Viewfield? – Keep Informed!
The Viewfield Directory is open to everyone who attends Viewfield or
considers themselves part of the Viewfield Family. If you would like to be
included, please complete a GDPR Consent Form which is normally
available at the teabar, or speak to Joe Fisher, or send an email to
office@viewfield.org.uk.
On completion of a GDPR form you will be sent a welcome email with
information on how to access "Your ChurchBox Account", which gives
access to up to date contact details for other people in the Viewfield
congregation.
Access to the online Directory and copies of the paper directory will only
be made available to people who have their own entry in the Directory.
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Georgette at Tilsley with AIM
Dear Viewfield Family
Thanks for your prayers and support for my ministry
at Tilsley. It’s great to have you partner with me.
Last month we had a short month-long course called
Advance which included basic Bible and theology
studies as well as section on missions. We had eight
students with us from quite a range of backgrounds and countries who all
seemed to enjoy their time with us and gelled well as a group. It was
great to have students around again
and to have an opportunity to teach in
person. Most of them will go on to do
some kind of mission or church-based
ministry.
Matteo, our only full-time student, is
on placement in Leeds at the moment
and doing well. He will complete three
years with us in June and then hopes
to return to Italy to serve in a church there. It has been amazing to see
how the Lord has been working in his life and his enthusiasm for the
gospel and serving others.
There have been a number of applicants for next year’s programme, most
of them from overseas. It’s encouraging to see this, but it would be good
to get some applicants from the UK too since overseas students are only
able to be with us for six months because of visa restrictions. We are
busy preparing for next year already in timetabling and recruitment as well
as setting up an on-line platform called Tilsley Academy where people can
study remotely.
We’ve also had some ongoing building work at the college which has
involved redoing the roof and renovations to the upstairs bedrooms to put
in en-suite shower rooms. I’ve worked at home for some of this month
because of this but hope to be back at Tilsley next week.
A number of staff have had Covid
recently but thankfully have all
recovered well for which we’re very
grateful.
Every blessing, Georgette Short
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Soft Play, Sensory Room and Café

We are making great progress with our exciting project to install soft play
equipment and a sensory room in our hall to be used alongside a
community café. Dunfermline is a rapidly growing community with vast
numbers of families living, and moving into, the area. However, there are a
limited number of affordable indoor facilities for children and, in particular,
there is no publically accessible “drop-in” sensory room provision
anywhere in West Fife.
Our desire is to be able to meet a need for our
community with this project – to provide a place
where children can play, while adults can enjoy
friendship, support and encouragement. The sensory
room will be enjoyed by all children, but will be
particularly valuable to children, young people and
adults with additional needs.
Having recently appointed a Children and Families Worker, this familyfriendly facility will give many opportunities for Ali and a team of volunteers
to meet families, to share God’s love, to offer support and friendship, and
to invite them along to other activities such as the Toddler Group,
children’s mission events, “Small Talk” and Sunday Services.
Gill Lythe, the Scottish rep for Care for the Family (who is based in an
office at the Viewfield Centre) said:
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Through the café, soft play and sensory room,
Viewfield can serve the community, and
especially families, by providing a place of
welcome. There is also an opportunity to build
relationships with these families, to offer them
love and acceptance. Supporting couples,
coming alongside those parenting alone, and
understanding families that have children with
additional support needs, could be life
changing. By investing in the lives of those
who come through the door, Viewfield would
Gill Lythe, CftF
be helping to develop “ Secure, nurturing,
loving and reliable family environments [that] are crucial for the health
communities”.
”. [1]
and wellbeing of children, adults, and wider communities
[1] Social Justice Outcomes Framework, Department of Work and Pensions, 2012, p6

We are at the stage of raising funds to meet the capital costs of this
project. Applications are being made to grant awarding bodies, and
donations are invited from the Viewfield Family (see separate article).
For more information about this project, please pick up a leaflet at the Tea
Bar, or visit the church website.

Evelyn Stewart

Project Fund
We are currently raising funds for two projects which are separate from our
regular ongoing costs. These are:
1. the “Soft Play, Sensory Room and Community Café” project (see
separate article)
2. and a project to upgrade and add to our communication IT and
audio-visual equipment. This is needed to support both our own
activities and Sunday Services, and also to provide reliable Wi-Fi
and IT facilities for the proposed Community Café and the many
groups which use our premises.
If you would like to contribute to the Project Fund, you can do so in one of
the following ways. (Please contact Evelyn Stewart, m07941 349492 or
finance@viewfield.org.uk for bank details or inquiries about Gift Aid):

[Continued over]
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•
•
•
•

By bank transfer, using “Project Fund” in the reference and your Gift
Aid number if appropriate
By card online through Stewardship Services: stewardship.org.uk/
pages/vbc_project_fund or use this QR Code
By cheque payable to “Viewfield Baptist Church”
By cash
o Cheques or cash should be put in an
envelope marked “Project Fund” and
placed in the Donations Box in the
Sanctuary or handed in to the Church
Office. Please include your Gift Aid
number if appropriate

Evelyn Stewart

Small Talk is a fairly new ‘small group’ for all ages. We meet in the Garage on Tuesday afternoons from 1pm – 2.15pm. The group is particularly
aimed at people who struggle to get to an evening group because they
have children at home or people who are looking after toddlers/babies
during the day. We currently have 5 adults and 3 children who attend but
we have plenty of space for more people to join us. We begin with a time
of fellowship, chatting about our weeks, having refreshments and enjoying
spending time together. There is space and toys for the children to play
and they often go back and forward between playing and being with the
adults. We use videos, looking at some of life’s big questions, to spark
discussions later. The content of the videos is inspiring for the adults and
the format appeals to the children who will often choose to join in watching
the video. After a time of discussion, we have a chance for anyone who
would like to, to give personal prayer points and we pray for each other.
We are a group that is suitable for people who are investigating faith and
those who want to develop their faith. If you or anyone you know, would
be interested in joining us, please get in touch, we’d love to hear from you.

Ali Taylor
6

Knit and Natter
As our name suggests, the ladies
do Knit and Natter every
Wednesday, but we do so much
more. Many friendships have
formed and grown over the
years, with companionship being
shared and enjoyed, along with
drinks and home baking, laughter
and many gifts to charity.
Since returning after the New Year, we have donated two big bags of hats
and scarves and a monetary donation to Mission to Seafarers.
Four children will have a midday meal at school - through Mary's Meals.
Through Christian Hope International, we have paid for 5 Solar lamps to
enable children in Africa, where reliable electricity supplies are unavailable,
to be able to study / do their homework without damaging their eyes.
On the subject of eyes, we are collecting old spectacles, which will be sent
on to be repaired, sanitised and forwarded to areas where the gift of good
sight brings so many opportunities for a better life.
Three bags of children's hats, scarves and baby blankets have been
forwarded to Ukraine - by way of St John's Primary School, Rosyth.
Premature babies will be kept warm locally in Kirkcaldy and Edinburgh
courtesy of our hats, cardigans and blankets
The local Fire Service and Ambulance have had donations of soft toys to
give to children who have suffered injury or loss.
Pens, pencils, sharpeners and rubbers have been sent to Pens for Kids
UK, for Ugandan children to be able to learn in their schools
Last, but by no means least, we send off underwear to the Winnie Mabaso
Foundation, who support women and girls in many African countries.
Basically, underwear means they belong and have someone who cares,
and are less likely to be subjected to attack (or worse).
If you want any information about the charities, or want to help, please see
Gillian Hall or Christine Pennells.

Gillian Hall
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Financial Support for a growing church
It is exciting and encouraging to see our church steadily growing, both in
numbers of people involved and also in the growth of existing ministries
and introduction of new ministries. We are seeing God at work, people are
seeking God, and many are growing in faith. The reality of a growing
church is that it requires increased financial support. God is good, and our
donation income has been rising steadily for several years. But there is so
much more that we believe God is calling us to do in his service so, if you
are not already contributing financially, or if it’s been a while since you
reviewed your giving, please do consider what part the Lord wants you to
play in the financial support of his work.
All of our costs for personnel, activities and buildings are dealt with through
a single “General Fund”. We receive income for hiring out rooms to
charities and community groups, but the vast majority of our income
comes in the form of donations from the church family.
You can give to the General Fund in the following ways:
• By weekly or monthly offering envelopes in the Donations Box
• By regular standing order
• By Bank Transfer
o For all of the above, please contact Evelyn Stewart,
finance@viewfield.org.uk or 07941 349492. If you are a UK tax
payer, by giving via the Gift Aid scheme, we are able to claim
back the tax you have already paid, which in turn increases the
value of your donation by 25%.
• By card online at: stewardship.org.uk/
partners/20026280 (QR Code here)
• Organise your giving via cafonline.org or
stewardship.org.uk – this allows you to
make one off or regular donations
(anonymously if you want) to Viewfield or
any other charity.
May I take this opportunity to thank everyone
who faithfully supports the Lord’s work in Viewfield. The Lord provides
through the sacrificial giving of his people.
Evelyn Stewart

“You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give
reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives
cheerfully.’” 2 Corinthians 9:2 (NLT)
8

Just be that person who cares
On Sunday 6th March, as part of our “Vision and Values” series, we
focussed particularly on the
principle that God wants us to
include everyone in our church
family.
In particular, we
considered the place of children
and young people at the heart of
our church.
Here is an extract from an article
from Scripture Union about
engaging with children and young
people.

“The currency of authentic relationships has soared among young people.
They’ve felt let down on so many fronts during the pandemic. They feel
like they’ve been an afterthought. The online space that youngsters used
to inhabit offers them little support. Social media can’t replace personal
connection and can be unforgiving and ruthless if you mess up.
Children and young people want to be with people they can trust, people
that are honest about their own brokenness, who will value them and
simply be a loving, encouraging and consistent presence in their lives.
And that’s something that most churches can offer, even those with small
congregations and few resources. Don’t feel that mission to children and
young people always demands slick and ambitious mission events! Just
start with what you’ve got and pray into it.
Perhaps you worry that you’re not young or ‘cool’ or sporty enough. But
you don’t need to be. Look at the special relationship that many
grandparents have with their grandchildren – the key ingredients there are
love, care and acceptance, not Grandma or Grandpa’s knowledge of
Minecraft! Don’t worry that you don’t understand young people of today.
Asking them what they enjoy and why, can be part of your building a
relationship with them.
Theodore Roosevelt said, “people don’t care what you know until they
know that you care.” So, just be that person who cares. And, in time, that
will open up opportunities to talk to children and young people about what
your faith means to you, and what it can mean to them too.”
Submitted by Evelyn Stewart
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Scripture Union Holidays
We are very grateful to God that “in person” events have been able to
take place recently. There have been reunions and weekends away for
children and young people at the SU centres at Lendrick Muir (Kinross),
Gowanbank (Darvel) and Alltnacriche (Aviemore). It’s wonderful to see
children and young people being able to enjoy one another’s company,
participate in activities and experience the love of God being shared.
Plans are underway to create temporary Christian communities such as
SU Holidays and Missions in the coming months. This Easter there will
be a number of these around the country as teams come together to
organise good quality wholesome activities and/or create study space for
senior pupils. Each person coming will be treated as an individual who is
special to God. Each child/young person who attends will be given
attention, love and respect. There will be opportunities for the team to
share their story of being a friend of Jesus. And there will be
opportunities for young people and team members to share faith and
discuss issues, in an open and unpressurised environment.
Please prayerfully consider whether
you know of anyone who would
benefit from an SU Holiday at Easter
or in the Summer. Sponsorship
could be made available where
needed. More details at:
www.suholidays.org.uk or pick up a brochure from the tea bar or speak
to David/Evelyn Stewart or Rhona/Alistair McKinlay.
As well as the work with the children and young people there is a great
ministry amongst the teams. Serving on the team can be faith stretching
as team members learn from one another, develop their gifts and grow in
faith as they serve God.
Please pray:
• that many young people and children will attend
• for protection from coronavirus and other issues
• for wisdom for the teams
• for temporary Christian communities to be created
• for discipleship and growth of team members

David Stewart
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Christians Against Poverty (CAP)
“The cost-of-living crisis that we are currently experiencing is really
concerning, testing the Financial Resilience of households across the UK
to the extreme. More and more people are being forced to borrow money
to afford essentials and to cover regular bills, let alone to be able to deal
with and recover from unexpected financial shocks.”
(Michelle
Michelle Highman, Chief Executive of The Money Charity)
How can CAP Help?
CAP Money is a simple, yet highly effective money
management course that teaches people
budgeting skills using a cash-based system that
really makes a difference. This course will help
anyone to get more in control of their finances, so
you can spend wisely, save, give and prevent debt
from becoming a major burden in your life.
A short video about the course can be found here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYF18lVFMJk
If you’
you’d like to complete the course yourself, or recommend it to
friends/family, the next Viewfield Course will be running for 3 weeks
during April. Please register your interest by using following link to
complete the enquiry form: https://forms.gle/fPnvnmqXUg5G1XtS8
For anyone really struggling with unmanageable debt, CAP can help and
support you to resolve problem debt, empowering you to break free from
worry and fear to find confidence and hope again. More information and
contact details can be found in the CAP Scotland web site here:
https://capuk.org/i-want-help/our-services/cap-debt-help/help-in-scotland
Please speak to Duncan Christie if you’d like to know a bit more, or email
him at coh@viewfield.org.uk
Duncan Christie

Supporting BMS World Mission
Since the late 1920s, the BMS Stamp Bureau have been
raising money for BMS World Mission by gathering and
selling used postage stamps. Please continue to save
stamps your contributions are greatly appreciated. When
cutting stamps leave around 3mm of envelope showing all
round. Stamps can be left in the box in the entrance foyer
at Viewfield. Many thanks,
Winnie Seaman
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Baptist Union of Scotland Event

PASTOR
Rev Rae MacKenzie
07713 624087
or via the Church Office
pastor@viewfield.org.uk
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