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The story of a little boy at school defines for us how we have
secularised Christmas. A teacher had asked the class to
construct a manger scene in the corner of the classroom.
They built the stable, covered the floor with hay, and filled the
structure with the figures of Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the
wise men and the animals, and a tiny doll, representing the
baby Jesus.
All the children were excited about the project except one little
boy, who kept looking at the manger scene with a troubled
expression. The teacher finally asked him if something was
wrong.
With childlike wisdom, the boy said:
“What I’d like to know is, where does God fit in?”
This question is crucial to a true understanding about the
Christmas story. I wonder how much room will we make for
Jesus in the midst of all the tinsel, trees, gifts, food and
festivities? Christmas is a call to worship. May Jesus be the
centre of our Christmas this year and for every day into the
future.
Helen Steiner Rice has written a beautiful poem that reminds
us of the real reason we celebrate Christmas.
C is for the Christ-child, a child of love and light
H is for the heavens that were bright that Holy Night
R is for the Radiance of the star that led the way
I is for the lowly Inn where the infant Jesus lay
S is for the Shepherds who beheld the Christmas Star
T is for the Tidings that the angels told afar
M is for the Magi with their gifts of myrrh and Gold
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A is for the Angels who were awesome to behold
S is for the Saviour who was born to save all men
And together this spells Christmas,
Which we celebrate again.
This Christmas let’s CELEBRATE JESUS. He is the reason for the season.
Have a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Rae

A Quote to Ponder
“I'm part of the fellowship of the unashamed. I have Holy Spirit power.
The die has been cast. I have stepped over the line. The decision has
been made. I'm a disciple of His. I won't look back, let up, slow down,
back away, or be still.
My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is secure. I'm
finished and done with low living, sight walking, small planning, smooth
knees, colourless dreams, tamed visions, mundane talking, cheap living,
and dwarfed goals.
I no longer need prominence, prosperity, position, promotions, plaudits, or
popularity. I don't have to be right, first, tops, recognised, praised,
regarded, or rewarded. I now live by faith, lean on His presence, walk by
patience, live by prayer, and labour by power.
My face is set, my gait is fast, my goal is heaven, my road is narrow, my
way is rough, my companions are few, my Guide is reliable, my mission is
clear. I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned
back, deluded, or delayed. I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate
in the presence of the adversary, negotiate at the table of the enemy,
ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity.
I won't give up, shut up, let up, until I have stayed up, stored up, prayed
up, paid up, and preached up for the cause of Christ. I am a disciple of
Jesus. I must go till He comes, give till I drop, preach till all know, and
work till He stops me. And when He comes for His own, He will have no
problem recognising me - my banner will be clear.”

Avery T. Willis Jr
Editor: Quoted from: https://www.goodreads.com/quotes
2

We’
We’ve moved!
On Tuesday 7 December we moved venue into the coffee room in the
Viewfield Centre. Please pray that this location, that is more visible on
Viewfield Terrace and has a slightly more hospitable feel, will prove
successful as we continue to develop this ministry. Please also feel free to
take drop-in flyers and invite folk to come.

Jo Albrock, DropDrop-in Coordinator

Fellowship News
Shortly after the last issue was published we were saddened to learn of
the passing of Mitedjere (T-J) Anju. We continue to prayer for the family in
their grieving and as they face the prospect of their first Christmas without
her.
At the Church Meeting on 21st November we were pleased to accept
applications for Church Membership from Rosaline Brown, Mark and
Elaine Ferguson, Rose Findlay; Rosemary Summerson; Jon Taylor and
Rosemary Trickett.

Regular at Viewfield? – Keep Informed!
The Viewfield Directory is open to everyone who attends Viewfield or
considers themselves part of the Viewfield Family. If you would like to be
included, please complete a GDPR Consent Form which is normally available
at the teabar, or speak to Joe Fisher, or send an email to
office@viewfield.org.uk.
On completion of a GDPR form you will be sent a welcome email with
information on how to access "Your ChurchBox Account", which gives access
to up to date contact details for other people in the Viewfield congregation.
Access to the online Directory and copies of the paper directory will only be
made available to people who have their own entry in the Directory.
3

Georgette at Tilsley with AIM
Dear Friends
Thank you so much for your prayers over
the last few months.
It has been a
challenging time since September as we
only have one student this year and are
concentrating on immigration issues,
reviewing our programmes and recruitment
of students and staff. Some staff have left
or are leaving soon so it has been an
unsettling time. We have been interviewing
for new staff and meeting with prospective students for next year. We
will be running a month-long programme called Advance which will take
place in February, so I’ve been involved in organising that. It is at times
hard to see the way forward for Tilsley and my role there, but it has
been good to know that the Lord knows what is happening and that I
can rely on him for strength. I’d appreciate your prayers for the
situation at this time.
I’m very much looking forward to having a bit of time at home over
Christmas. I’ve been struck recently as I’ve thought about Jesus
coming into the world that it’s incredible that he didn’t suddenly appear
as a man, as he could have done, but that he chose to come as a baby
and so experience all that we do. He didn’t come as a prince but as
the child of a poor carpenter’s family in an obscure part of the Roman
Empire. He learned what it is to be a human being. We often get
wrapped up in all the trappings of Christmas and because we are so
used to the Christmas story, we forget how amazing it is that God
himself became a man
so that we could know
him and find salvation
through him.
May the Lord bless you
richly this Christmas.
Georgette Short
4

Care for the Family
My name is Gill Lyth, and it has been an
absolute pleasure moving into room 10
in the Viewfield Centre. I have been
given the warmest of welcomes, and I
am thoroughly enjoying being a part of
the life of the Centre.
The charity I work for, Care for the
Family, was started in 1988 by Rob
Parsons. After working as a family
lawyer and realising that there was little
support available for families in difficult situations, Rob, along with his wife
Di, began Care for the Family. Starting in a little room above a
hairdresser’s shop in Cardiff, the charity now has staff working across the
UK to strengthen family life, both in the good times and in the challenging
times.
At Care for the Family, we have a whole host of events, resources, courses
and training that cover many aspects of family life. Our Faith in the Family
resources are for Christian parents and the churches journeying with them.
We provide support for bereaved parents and those who have been
widowed young; for families of children with additional needs and those
parenting alone. We have resources for toddler groups, information on
parenting in a digital age, building children’s emotional wellbeing, and
relationship support for every season. And much of what we have to offer
is for use within the community, suitable for those of any faith or none.
Please do pop in and say hi if you are in the Centre – or if you would like to
find out more about Care for the Family and the
support and resources we offer, please drop me
an email: gill.lyth@cff.org.uk.
Why not sign up to receive the Family newsletter
sent out every two months. It’s full of helpful
articles, top-tips and personal stories for every
type of family.
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/family-signup

Gill Lyth
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Wishing our church family
at Viewfield a
Merry Christmas and a Happy
and Prosperous New Year
Isobel & Dougie Semple

Myra and Martin Tarr
wish all their friends at Viewfield joy at
Christmas and peace and health in 2022

To all at Viewfield, may you have a very
blessed Christmas and New Year. God
bless you now and always. Rosaline

Isobel and Brian McCarthy
wish all our Viewfield family a very happy
Christmas and a prosperous, blessed 2022

Donations in lieu of cost of cards, etc will be given to our Christmas
envelope marked "Christmas Offering". If you are a UK tax payer, your
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Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and every
blessing for the coming year.
Love from Nena, Mick and Jo

Wishing all
Viewfield family and
friends a very happy
Christmas, good health
and a peaceful 2022
Wilma
Jim & MaryMary- Jane
Kirkland
wish you a peaceful Christmas
and much joy in
2022
Sandy and Mary McLean
pray God 's peace and joy for
each one of our wonderful Viewfield
family, at Christmas and as we
move forward together into a new
year. Praying God will continue to
bless us and lead us
forward in love.
Offering. Donations can be put in the offering at any time in an
gift can be increased by 25% by using one of the Gift Aid envelopes.
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World Mission Prayer Matters
I thought I'd bring you up to date with what's been happening about our
Partnership with BMS and other mission matters.
As part of our support for BMS World Mission, to which as Church we give
a proportion of our Donation Income, we also participate in their Church
Partners Scheme.
Through this scheme we link
with a number of missionaries to
provide more targeted prayer
support. Recently two of our
Church Partners, Christine Kling
and Susanna & Mark Barrell,
Barrell who we've been supporting in prayer for a
number of years, have finished their time with BMS.
We therefore have asked to be linked with some new BMS Church
Partners.
The first is Jane Edwards.
Edwards She is serving the Lord
in Beira, Mozambique with AMAC – the
Association of Mozambican Christian Lawyers,
providing access to justice for some of the
poorest, most vulnerable and most marginalised in
Mozambican society. This partnership follows on
from that of the Barrells who also worked with
AMAC though in Maputo.
For more information and news about Jane:
https://www.bmsworldmission.org/people/jane-edwards/
The next people are Paul and Sarah Brown who
have been working for the last three years with
The NewLight Centre, Chiang Mai, Thailand,
reaching out to women and children who have
been trafficked or impacted by sex trafficking.
Currently on home assignment, on their return to
Thailand in early December they will be
transitioning to new roles with the Thailand Karen
Baptist Church. Their new roles are a work in progress, but we look
forward to journeying with them in the coming months/years.
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For more information and news about the Browns:
https://www.bmsworldmission.org/people/paul-and-sarah-brown/
Apart from these new people, we continue to partner with 'Aiden' based in
the UK at the moment but working in a university in Asia.
If you would like to be kept informed of news and receive newsletters as
they are issued please email mj.kirkland@btinternet.com
Also, if you would like prayer cards for these people, please let me know.
_____________________________________
As a Church we also support our own member Georgette Short who is
serving God in Tilsley College, Motherwell under the auspices of AIM, see
separate article.
Jim and Margaret Leiper keep us informed about their friends serving with
Vision Romania.
So, you can see there's plenty for us to pray for and you would be
welcome to join us when we meet for World Mission Prayer, approximately
every 5 weeks as announced in the Bulletin.

MaryMary- Jane Kirkland, World Mission Prayer Coordinator
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A Testimony from Ann Ferguson
Anxiety and depression is something I have suffered with for most of my
adult life due to different traumas in my life over the years. I am now 73
years of age and in the last couple of months thanks to Charlie Halpin
and Rae visiting me and the prayers of my church family and other friends
God has graciously healed me from anxiety and depression.
After my birthday in June which I celebrated with my niece and her family
I started to feel exhausted and for some reason everything was too much
too cope with. Everything I was trying to do digitally with my phone,
tablet and laptop wasn't working properly. I had problems with my
mobile phone where I couldn't swipe it in time to answer it and some
people I couldn't phone back too. I wasn't well enough physically to go
to shop to sort out a mobile phone. I could feel myself slipping back into
anxiety and depression and when that happened, I had trouble
functioning with everyday life in general. I would just get up in morning,
lie on settee, and watch the television most of the day. My prayer life
was practically non-existent and I just more or less vegetated. Eventually
I realised that to get better I needed to be honest with everyone how I
was feeling so when Charlie Halpin phoned to see how I was I told him
the truth that I needed help to get better. So, he visited me, prayed with
me, and said he would get the church to pray for me.
I phoned Rae and asked him to visit me, and I was truthful with him too
and the Lord used Rae to reveal something from my childhood I needed
to be healed of and the Lord through time healed me of this memory.
When Rae visited me again, he recommended to me one of Joyce
Meyer's books - Battle Field Of The Mind which I had read a few years
ago and I bought it and bought another of Joyce Meyer's books Authentically Uniquely You, which has helped me through the Lord's help
to be myself.
I had the God TV channel on one Sunday and it was coming from Prayer
City and the pastor was talking about healing of depression and anxiety
and said if anyone who is suffering from this, he said wipe the veil from
your forehead and I did this and since then I have had more confidence in
myself and do not worry like I used to. Praise God Alleluia.

Ann Ferguson
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Upcoming in 2022
We are running the new Hope Explored
course from Christianity Explored Ministries on
Thursdays 13-27 January 2022 at 7pm on
Zoom. This course is ideal for anyone starting
to enquire about the Christian faith. Invitation
cards are available from the tea bar. Register at
https://forms.gle/SAnPjAiQLXM2ZHxy8
Following on from this:

Thursdays 17 February-31 March we will be running Christianity Explored
on Zoom. The course is a 7 week introduction to Christianity using Mark's
Gospel with an additional 'Away Day' which we hope to run in person.
Register at: https://forms.gle/yo3HMunpzLN2PKLp8
For further information, please contact the office or Jim Leiper. Look out for
further publicity in the coming weeks.
CAP Money Course - January
The next CAP Money Course will be held in
person in the Viewfield Centre on Wednesdays
12, 19 and 26 January 2022,7:30-9pm.
lf you are interested, or want to share with others,
please use the following link:
https://capmoney.org/en_GB/
joinacourse/617a4d4a5deecf15b347ade2
Please speak to Duncan Christie if you have any questions about the
course, or email duncan.christie@yahoo.co.uk
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In Times of Waiting
Waiting
The patience of time spent with God.
Listening
Not demanding that His path follows ours
In the quietness
When fear fills our heart with darkness
He reaches down
And engulfs our life with love.
As we linger
Accepting the perfection of His timing
Trusting now
That His way is true and straight.
Waiting in joy
For the purity of His purpose
He reaches down
And directs our steps with love.
In this moment
When our time is spent in waiting
His way is love
His truth shines clear and bright
In the quietness
His voice is our direction
Reaching down
He waits with us in love.

Helen Short
Read in Church 31 Oct 2021
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