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Two men went fishing. One man was an experienced
fisherman; the other wasn’t. Every time the experienced
fisherman caught a big fish, he put it in his ice chest to keep it
fresh. Whenever the inexperienced fisherman caught a big
fish, he threw it back.
The experienced fisherman watched this go on all day and
finally got tired of seeing this man waste good fish. “Why do
you keep throwing back all the big fish you catch?” he asked.
The inexperienced fisherman replied, “I only have a small frying
pan.”
Sometimes, like that fisherman, we throw back the big plans,
big dreams, big jobs, big opportunities that God gives us. Our
faith is too small. We laugh at that fisherman who didn’t figure
out that all he needed was a bigger frying pan; yet how ready
are we to increase the size of our faith?
Whether it’s a problem or a possibility, God will never give you
anything bigger than you can handle. That means we can
confidently walk into anything God brings our way. You can do
all things through Christ. (Philippians 4:13)
As we begin to move out of lockdown and move into all that
God has for us as a church may our faith rise and may we have
great expectations. Let’s give thanks for all that God has done
and remember that our Lord can do more than we can ask,
think or imagine according to his mighty power that is at work
within us. Let’s pray big prayers and let’s step out trusting that
God will work in awesome ways.
Our verse for the year is: “The God of heaven will give us
success. We his servants will start rebuilding.” Nehemiah
2v20
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God is at work building his church. He is on the move and greater things
are still to come. May our Lord always receive all the praise and the glory.
Nothing is too big for God.

Rae

Fellowship News
Just after our last issue was distributed it was learned that the Rev William
Freel BD (who was Pastor of Viewfield 1969-1974) had died on the 17th
March aged 90. He is survived by his wife Betty (aged 95). Much more
recently we learned that our sister Anne Marie Smith had died, in Australia,
in early June. We remember them both with gratitude to God for their
faithful service and remember their families and friends as they continue to
mourn their passing.
On a much happier note, it was a great joy to witness and share in the
baptisms of Sophie Wasilewski, Steven Anderson, Michael Newman and
Rosemary Summerson on the first four Sundays after we were able to
resume in-person services. We pray that the Lord will bless them and
continue to enrich our fellowship with them as we grow together.

Community Outreach Prayer
This is a new group being formed to support our new Drop-In Centre
ministry and also other community outreach ministries. We will also be
taking time to pray for anybody that is providing vital services in our
community.
We had our first meeting on Monday 6th June on zoom and already we
have seen answers to prayer and look forward to seeing how God will
answer our prayers in these coming days! It is planned to have these once
a month, normally on the 1st Monday of the month. Initially due to Covid
restrictions these will be on Zoom with a hope that this will become an inperson meeting in due course. The next one will take place Monday, 5th
July 7pm until 8pm. If you would be interested in joining this prayer
support, please let Phil or Brian McCarthy know and we will make sure you
get the zoom link for the evening.
If you are leading a Viewfield ministry that is reaching out into the
community, we would love to hear from you so that we can pray for your
community outreach - please advise Phil or Brian McCarthy of your prayer
points by email. (Contact details on ChurchBox.)
Phil Magee
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We began quietly on Tuesday 1 June. What a
glorious day of sunshine it was! The church hall
was set up ready to welcome all volunteers and any
guests and served as a cooler oasis on such a beautiful day. Those of us
in the team who were present were glad to have an opportunity to be
together face-to-face. We were pleased to welcome, share food and chat
with one guest. For me, and I hope for the volunteers it was an
encouragement to make a beginning and to spend time together, starting
to build relationships again and learning to work together. During our
second week different volunteers were available to serve so again it was
encouraging to spend that time together. God has richly blessed us with a
good number of people who are ready, able and willing to serve in this
ministry, and I am so privileged to serve Him with them and to witness their
faithfulness to this call.
Building on week 1, it was a further
encouragement to welcome four guests when we opened for our second
week. We continue to pray that those who most need to come to our
Drop-in will feel free to do so.
It has also been good to start to work out the best way to make use of our
new kitchen and to work through the practicalities of the church hall layout
for the purposes of the Drop-in. It works really well to have the separate
area where food can be stored, prepared and where guests and
volunteers can go to the hatch to request a drink and any food they might
like to have.
I have delivered 100 drop-in flyers to Dunfermline Foodbank and pray that
anyone who feels that they would benefit from somewhere to be and
someone to talk to would feel free to come along. We have also printed
some more flyers that a volunteer has handed in to James Bank Hostel
and it would be possible for these to be available to anyone who might like
to make an invitation. Please know that anyone who is isolated, lonely or
just looking for somewhere to spend a little time out of the house, or
indeed the weather, is welcome to come any Tuesday between 12noon
and 2pm.

Jo Albrock, DropDrop-in Coordinator
3

SU Holidays and Missions
Like many ministries the last 18 months have been difficult for SU
Holidays, Missions and Centres. One of the key parts of SU’s ministry has
been to have temporary Christian communities and face to face meetings
for children and teens. As well as reaching children and young people with
the Gospel, the Missions and Holidays are great places for the Teams to
deepen their faith and to meet other Christians from different backgrounds
and churches. Many life-changing decisions have been made by children,
teens and team members at these events (many a marriage has taken
place where folk have met on teams!). It has been difficult for those usually
involved not to be able to run these events. Last year a number of events
took place on-line. This year with a slight loosening of restrictions a
number of new initiatives have been organised.
Whilst most residential events cannot take place these have been replaced
by Day Camps at Alltnacriche (Aviemore), Gowanbank (Ayrshire), Lendrick
Muir (Kinross) and Scoughall (North Berwick), Expeditions from
Alltnacriche, online events and “Holidays Unleashed” where SU Staff take
activities like Archery tag, Fire lighting/bread making, Earthball, Shelter
building, Circus skills, exploring the Bible etc. to different locations such as
Dumfries, Kirkcaldy and Newton Stewart.

Alistair and Rhona McKinlay with Nathan and Craig are involved in
running two Day Camps at Scoughall on Saturday 17th and Monday 19th
July. They are able to stay over at Scoughall between the two events.
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There are spaces still available at some events; please see the following
link: suholidays.org.uk
Please pray:
•
•
•
•
•

that the right procedures will be put in place and for everyone to be
kept safe
that the events will fill up
for unity in the teams and for those organising events
for the children/young people to learn about God’s love for them, for
seed to be sown and for it to come to fruition at the right time.
For Alistair and Rhona and the Day Camps that they are involved with.

_________________________

Holiday Clubs
SU material called Jungle
Adventure has been written
to use outdoors, exploring
who Jesus is and the
difference that he can make
to us. This allows a number
of Missions to take place
with
appropriate
Covid
measures in place.
Give thanks for all those that
have been involved with
writing the Holiday Club
material and for all who will use it. Please pray that it will be well used, and
many children and young people will learn about God’s love for them.

David Stewart

Regular at Viewfield? – Keep Informed!
The Viewfield Directory is open to everyone who attends Viewfield or
considers themselves part of the Viewfield Family. If you would like to be
included, please complete a GDPR Consent Form available from the office
office@viewfield.org.uk. Access to the online Directory will only be made
available to people who have their own entry in the Directory.
We encourage you to use the online directory if you can, but paper copies
of the Directory are still available on request from the Church Office.
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Children and Families Ministry - Update
It has been great over the past couple of months to be able to meet with
the children, teenagers and families again. We have had two events for
children and young people as well as a family service. This time we
opened up the events to all children/young people of school age by adding
an extra younger group.

We have had 18 different children and
young people at these events including 2 children who we met for the first
time. One of my favourite moments of the last event happened as we were
learning about John 3:16 - ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his

one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.’ After the leader explained what the verse meant, a child turned
to me with a massive smile on their face and
said, ‘that’s me! I believe in God’. It was such a
lovely ‘lightbulb’ moment for them, and it was
such a privilege to be there.
The theme of the family service was ‘Pentecost’.
There were 5 families (and a few extra adults!)
who all seemed to have a great time. We made
friendship bracelets (see photo of Craig
examining his) in 3 ‘fiery’ colours to remind us of
the Holy Spirit (fire), the Trinity (3) and that the
Holy Spirit can be our friend.
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We also made a torch craft with one of the
verses we were focusing on written on it.
Here is a photo of Kace’s finished torch.
Summer activity bags have been prepared
for the families. Each bag contains, crafts,
puzzles, colouring sheets, ingredients to do
some baking, some challenges and more all
on the theme of the Fruit of the Spirit. They
also include a book for each child in the
family. We are also planning to begin
Children’s Church during the in-person
services starting during the summer
holidays, for the first time since March 2020.
Please pray for the leaders as they prepare
for Children’s Church. Please also pray for
preparations for after the summer when we hope to begin regular activities
again. Thank you for all your prayers and support.

Ali Taylor

REFUEL 21 Lite
The 33- day Christian Event is going ahead on
21st21st-23rd July.
Offering fabulous worship, ministry, teaching and
fellowship in Covid compliant arrangements. You
have the option to arrive early and enjoy some
additional activities with others, on Monday and
Tuesday (19th & 20th). See what it's about from
the Facebook page or Website
https://refuelscotland.org.uk/.
Or ask David or Gill Cochrane. Do join us for some great experience of the
Holy Spirit!

Editor's Note
My thanks to those who have taken the time to send contributions;
always room for more!
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Port St Mary SU Beach Mission
Like last Summer the Isle of Man is back to having
no Covid cases on the island (though since the
beginning of the year it has gone through two
circuit breaker lockdowns) and has been busy with
its own vaccine program. The island closed its borders at the beginning of
the Covid crisis and for most of the time it has only allowed its residents
and key workers in, subject to strict quarantine regulations. It published a
road map to having a full opening on the 28th of June but at present has
paused at the level where only key workers and family of Manx residents
are allowed in. As England has delayed its lifting of restrictions it is likely
that the Isle of Man will delay its loosening of restrictions as well.
In view of the possibility of non-Manx people being unable to be involved
with Beach Mission but with the Island itself being open (and residents are
allowed to leave, so many families may go off Island on holiday/to visit
friends and relatives) it was decided to shorten the length of Beach Mission
and rationalise the number of groups and if needs be run with only a Manx
team. More info at: psmbm.im
If Border policy allows then David & Evelyn Stewart, Rhona & Alistair
McKinlay with Nathan and Craig, Alison & Jon Taylor and Gillian Downey
hope to go across. David should have gone across on the 21st of June
for “Lifepath” but due to the border situation he is not able to go.
Please pray:
• for all the organisation amidst
the uncertainty of who will be
able to be on the team
• for
wisdom
for
what
precautions should be put in
place and for safety in all
things for all those involved
• that the border restrictions
will be loosened to allow
non-Manx Team members to
go to the Island
• for more Manx team members to commit to being on the team
• that children and young people will learn about God’s love for them and
that those who have made commitments can be discipled.

David Stewart
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Reflections
For most people, the last 16 months or so have been difficult. When we
had the first lockdown, the impression was that it would be only for a few
weeks and once the pandemic was under control we would be back to
normal. Lots of events, meetings etc were postponed with a hope of
doing many later in 2020. It was not to be and since then we’ve had
openings, closings, and openings again.
I would love to say that I completely trust God and that I enjoy His peace,
but I need to be honest and say that there have been times when I’ve let
the news, the numbers, the broken promises get on top of me. Not
because how these affect me but more what is happening to people and
ministries I care about deeply. However, I have been blessed many times
by Rae’s unpacking of God’s word and for other resources which appear
at just the “right time”.
This prayer by American Theologian Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971) is one
which is very helpful (many will recognise some or all of it):

God, give us grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot be
changed,
courage to change the things which should be changed,
and the wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.
Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time,
accepting hardship as a pathway to peace,
taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is,
not as I would have it,
trusting that You will make all things right,
If I surrender to Your will,
so that I may be reasonably happy in this life,
And supremely happy with You forever in the next.
I also think that this time has taught as many things:
• We have had a little taste of what many of our brothers and sisters
around the world go through every day: not being able to meet together
physically (we have been very fortunate to be able to keep on meeting
“on-line” without interference from the authorities). Let us continue to
pray for our persecuted sisters and brothers.
• Our leaders in government have had to make very difficult decisions
and will continue to do so whether it’s Covid related or other things, so
let’s continue to pray for them and their advisors that they will seek
God’s wisdom. Let’s pray and encourage instead of complaining.
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• We’ve been challenged about who really are the important people in
our society. Let’s pray that when the pandemic has been tamed key
workers and vulnerable people will not be forgotten once again.
• We’ve seen many people question what life is all about. Let us
continue to pray that people will search and find Jesus.
• We’ve found that on-line meetings are a great way for people who don’t
initially want to come into a building to connect with us, and for those
who can’t come (housebound, other commitments, etc) to be a part of
what we do. Let’s pray that we have wisdom about how best to
continue an on-line presence.
David Stewart

Be an encourager...
You get an email from David Cochrane asking you: “..if you would

welcome the opportunity to lead a discussion at men's breakfast (on
zoom) or would it fill you with fear?
On receiving this email, I accepted the invitation and began to think about
the theme of encouragement, it led me to think back 20 years to a film
named 'Pay it Forward'! Inspired by a school assignment, young Trevor
comes up with an idea that changes many lives. He decides that instead
of returning a favour, he will pay it forward by doing good deeds for three
people.
Taking this concept, take a moment to think about 3 people encourage 3
other people 9 are encouraged... Multiply the number of the group.... just
think about the impact...
What is encouragement? It is going out of our comfort zones to
encourage others in a way which touches other people's heart with the
help of the Holy Spirit guiding us. We can use words and actions to
encourage others.
Let me introduce you to Joseph who you will find in Acts 4. Joseph was
so outstanding as an encourager that he was known by the apostles to be
an encourager! Yes, Joseph the Levite from Cyprus was known as
Barnabas the son of the encouragement and each time he is referred to in
Acts and in the New Testament he is known as Barnabas the encourager,
his nickname!
Barnabas is an encourager because he gives, generously and sacrificially,
land that is sold for the apostles use. Barnabas encourages the underdog;
he sees the potential in them, looks beyond their past and sees that they
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have a future.
How was Paul, a persecutor and a zealous Jew but now converted
dramatically, ever to be accepted by disciples who were reported to be
afraid of him? Barnabas the encourager vouched for him in Acts 9:27ff
and told of how he had been converted through meeting with Jesus on the
Damascus Road and then went on to speak about Jesus there. This is a
significant moment of encouragement - Paul goes on to spread the gospel
to the Gentiles and write a number of our New Testament letters. Over the
coming years Barnabas goes on to do various missionary journeys
together with Saul/Paul.
Acts 11:22-24: News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they
sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he arrived and saw what the grace of
God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the
Lord with all their hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and
faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.
Barnabas also encouraged another underdog, John Mark (a cousin of
Barnabas).
Now it is recorded that Paul and Barnabas had a sharp disagreement over
John Mark towards the end of Acts 15. John Mark is thought to have
given up before they reached Pamphylia on an earlier journey. Should they
give him a second chance or should they not? This truly is an opportunity
to practice grace.
Paul thought it best not and would take Silas on his future journeys.
Barnabas the encourager was going to give John Mark a second chance
and they went on to sail to Cyprus. Each pair were to have successful
journeys and God continued to bless them even in their separate journeys.
Paul was later to commend both Barnabas and John Mark in his letters.
John Mark was to go on to write Mark’s gospel alongside Peter the
apostle. Another moment of encouragement
Can I encourage you to take a moment to think about what does
encouragement mean to you? As we seek to mature and grow to be like
Christ, how can we encourage one another to grow in the faith? Are there
three people that God is leading you to encourage in these days?

"Brother, sister let me serve you, let me be as Christ to you; pray that I
may have the grace to let you be my servant too." Servant song, Richard
Gillard

Phil Magee
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CAP Update
I’m delighted to be able to report that
we successfully ran our first CAP
Money Course last month!
Delegates completed 3 online sessions
of 90 minutes over 3 weeks covering
topics such as Building a Budget,
Balancing the Budget, Saving and
Debt Reduction. The feedback received was overwhelmingly positive and
delegates said they had found it both personally useful and would
recommend it to others. The next course is scheduled for August, (12th,
19th and 26th) and is currently planned to run online, though if restrictions
allow, and delegates indicate a preference, then we will consider meeting
face to face. If you are interested in joining the course, or want to
recommend it to others, please register online here:
https://capmoney.org/en_GB/joinacourse/608b1d788893822102006172
Please pray that God will open opportunities to engage with and support
those who are experiencing financial stress
and difficulty.
Also, that through the relationships and trust
built, we will be able to share the Gospel
and see more of God’s power to changes
lives!
https://capuk.org/our-impact/life-changingstories

Duncan Christie
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