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The Christian life is a journey that has many twists and turns,
ups and downs, valley experiences and mountain top
experiences.
This year in particular has brought many challenges as we have
faced this global pandemic. There is no one who has not been
affected in one way or another. Whether it has been our
physical or mental health, our job or finances, our ability to
travel and visit others etc.
James tells us that we should choose joy through our trials.
(Confident that God is in control)
It’s not easy choosing to grow through trials instead of going
through them. Sometimes it’s downright tough. But it’s not
impossible.

One day a farmer's donkey fell into a well. The animal cried
piteously for hours as the farmer tried to figure out what to do.
Finally, he decided since the animal was old, and the well
needed to be covered up anyway, it just wasn't worth it to
retrieve the donkey. So, the farmer invited all his neighbours to
come over and help him.
They all grabbed shovels and began to shovel dirt into the well.
All the other farm animals were very upset about this because
the donkey was their friend. But they discovered there was
nothing they could do to help him. At first, when the donkey
realized what was happening, he cried horribly. Then, to
everyone's amazement, he quieted down. A few shovel loads
later, the farmer finally looked down the well, and was
astonished at what he saw. With every shovel of dirt that hit
his back, the donkey was doing something amazing. He would
shake it off and take a step up on the dirt as it piled up. As the
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farmer's neighbours continued to shovel dirt on top of the animal, he would
shake it off and take a step up.
Pretty soon, everyone was amazed as the donkey stepped up over the
edge of the well and trotted off!
Life is going to shovel dirt on you, all kinds of dirt. But each trouble can be
a steppingstone. What happens to you isn't nearly as important as how
you react to it. We can get out of the deepest wells just by holding onto
God!
Shake it off and take a step up.
James tells us of three benefits of trials and pain — gaining strength,
maturity, and completion.
Are you going to choose joy and grow through your trials or blame God—
missing that opportunity to grow?
It is wonderful to know that God is sovereign in our lives. He is in control.

Rae

Fellowship News
In early January we were saddened to learn of the passing of Finlay
Robertson. A member with us for some 34 years, Finlay was for several
years Works Convenor and well into retirement (c2007) was instrumental
in starting the local branch of Tools with a Mission, initially based in the
former ‘Eurosave’ portacabin. He is sadly missed, not least in the small
group of which he was a faithful and valued member. Our condolences
were expressed to the family and they continue in our prayers.
Also since our last issue, Wilma Anderson and David Pride have each
lost their mothers and Mary Freeman her father, we extend our sympathy
and continue holding them in our prayers.
On a happier note Mother’s Day saw the birth of Miriam Ann, a
granddaughter for Rosey and Brian Stanley. Congratulations to all, and
we hope it will not be too long before travel restrictions allow them to
cross the border to greet the new arrival in person.
As this issue was being prepared it was with particular sadness that we
learned that Lucy Kalimalwendo’s brother had died suddenly. Please
remember the family at this sad time
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A Series of Reflections for Holy Week
We have prepared several online services for reflection during Holy Week.
The Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday services will premiere at 10.30am
and the weekday services at 7pm on Facebook facebook.com/
viewfieldbaptistchurch and YouTube youtube.com/c/viewfieldbaptistchurch
and will be available to watch at any point in the future. A full schedule is
below:
Palm Sunday 10:30am - A day of celebration on the arrival of the coming
King (Matthew 21:1-11)
Monday 29 March 7.00pm - A Passover celebration is for all - an
opportunity to participate and give thanks to God. (Mark 11:15-18)
Tuesday 30 March 7.00pm - Is our society during Holy Week any different
from the society in Biblical times as Holy Week unfolded? (John 12:20-36)
Wednesday 31 March 7.00pm - A sad story of betrayal by a close friend
(Matthew 26:14-25)
Maundy Thursday 1 April 7.00pm (includes Communion) - When we meet
around the Lord’s table, Jesus is present and He knows how we feel.
(John 13:1-17)
Good Friday 2 April 7.00pm - God has made a way through the death of
his Son, so that we can be redeemed. (Luke 23:26-49)
Easter Saturday 3 April 7.00pm - The astonishing truth that God raised
Jesus in victory over death. (John 19:38-42)
Easter Sunday 4 April 10.30am – A encounter with the risen Jesus (John
20:1-8)
Children’
Children’s Resources
The Children's Church team are also preparing very short videos for
children - one for each day of Holy Week, under the heading "Easter
Questions". These will appear each day in the "Children" playlist in the
Viewfield YouTube channel:youtube.com/c/viewfieldbaptistchurch/playlists
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Over a year on from when the church decided to
appoint a drop-in coordinator, who would have
thought we would be where we are now?!
A year to be grounded in prayer, to be prepared to walk the way that God
has designed for this ministry, to gather a team of volunteers, and to
access training and apply for PVGs. A year in which there has been much
frustration, despite knowing that God has given these opportunities to us.
A year in which we have been able to confirm who we want to be in the
face of much need.
Let’s focus on a part of what I hope we can offer: welcome, hospitality,

acceptance, friendship.
As much as I really enjoy having the opportunity to meet new people – and
that has continued for me in my other job, even with Covid-19 restrictions
– I sometimes find myself concerned that I won’t be able to strike up a
conversation or think of things to say. At times this can seem like a
problem, for those of us who don’t like small talk. But then I read that, ‘…

it’s perfectly okay to dislike small talk. It doesn’t mean we dislike people. In
fact, our preference for more meaningful conversation suggests we’re
deeply interested in people’ (Mike Frost, The Alphabet of Grace: Q is for
Quiet). How deeply encouraging that I, that you, have the capacity to
demonstrate that you are deeply interested in someone simply by being
willing to have a meaningful conversation.
Please join with the team in prayer as we continue to be prepared for the
time when we have the opportunity to offer ‘meaningful conversation’,
meaningful listening, meaningful advice and support, and meaningful
relationships.
Jo Albrock

Editor's Note
My thanks to those who have taken the time to send contributions;
always room for more!
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From the Leadership Team
You may not be familiar with the term “Leadership Team” but as a result
of our changing charitable status, to a Scottish Charitable Incorporated
Organisation (SCIO), this is now the official title given to the trustees of a
charitable organisation. So, for Leadership Team please read Deacons.
This is only a change by name, your Leadership Team is still made up of
the Pastor and the Deacons, and the Deacons continue to carry the
responsibility for the spiritual and administrative life at Viewfield.
Now that we have dealt with the change of title, it might be good to let
you know what is currently on the Deacons’ agenda. Despite the
lockdown the Deacons have been meeting regularly online to ensure the
continued smooth running of the church and to plan for the future as we
emerge from this coronavirus pandemic. I have already referred to our
change of charitable status and this is now in the final stages. Our new
status as a SCIO has been recognised and we now need to transfer
from our current position as an unincorporated charity to a SCIO
proper. As this requires opening new bank accounts and transferring
pension schemes etc, you can possibly understand that this is a timeconsuming process, but we are well on our way. The Deacons have
also been taking time to reassess our church structure to ensure we
have a robust framework from which to meet our vision as we move
forward together in ministry. Hand in hand with this a number of
meetings have been held collectively and individually with our current
church ministries. Other initiatives currently in the planning stages are a
relaunch of the Try Praying campaign and a CAP Money Course and, as
you will already know, the reopening of our Project Fund has been well
supported and we are now starting the long overdue refurbishment of
our church kitchen. We have also agreed a placement position later this
year for Ramone McKenzie as part of his course at the Highland
Theological College.
God is good, and as we emerge from this pandemic, he continues to
guide us as a Diaconate as we seek to discern His will for Viewfield.
Please continue to pray for your Leadership Team, for a swift end to the
coronavirus pandemic and for a strengthened sense of mission and
ministry as we journey together in our Christian faith.

Joe Fisher, Church secretary
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Easter Greetings from Down Under!
A very Blessed Easter to all my friends at Viewfield. I normally send an
email to the office and it is then put on the notice board in the hall.
However, as the hall is not open at the moment, I thought I would put it in
the News. I also normally tell you about all the things I have been up to
such as going to the theatre, but I did not think that was right when you
have so many restrictions, but I will say a little about what is happening at
church and in the community.
We have restarted the women's ministry at church. It is called "Flourish"
and we have had a couple of events. We are currently studying a book
called "Chasing Vines" by Beth Moore. This is from John 15 about the
vine and the branches. We have homegroups for this and also Zoom. We
hope to have other events during the year.
Each year the New South Wales government holds a festival for seniors
which will be next month. One of the events is a free concert with two
performances a day over two days. The Australian group Human Nature
will be headlining the concerts, so I have booked a ticket.
I hope this gives you a little idea of what I am up to.
Love to you all, Anne Marie xo!

Pray for our BMSWorldMission Partners
Some recent news:
The Barrells are thankful that Lizzie has done well in her exams.
They have all recovered after contracting the Covid virus recently and
Susanna is anticipating further surgery later this month.
Aidan is planning for the spring semester courses. His big challenge is
that he has agreed to take on an additional administrative role for 2021.
Christine Kling is hopeful that the care home may be able to return to
some sort of normal life in spring and asks for strength and
patience for the staff and the new director of the home.
She asks that their church in Gif may be strengthened in this
special time of Lent and that new people will join them.

MaryMary- Jane Kirkland
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Project Fund Update

Church Kitchen Refurbishment

We are all looking forward to the easing of restrictions at some point in the
coming months, leading to the ability to restart existing ministries in our
buildings, develop new ministries, and welcome community groups into
our premises.
As has been described in other documents, we re-launched the Project
Fund to raise money to allow us to refurbish the Church Kitchen. The plan
is to provide a new kitchen meeting modern health and hygiene standards,
and fit for the purpose of supporting ministries which take place on our
premises, and also to provide a storage area to give flexibility for varying
uses of the church hall.
Following the launch of this project at the beginning of this year, we have
now raised enough money to go ahead with the refurbishment work.
However, we still need to raise around £11,000 to pay for all the new
catering equipment which will be needed. Work is beginning ahead of
Easter on the refurbishment work, and equipment will be purchased as
and when funds are available.
Please pray that we will be able to complete the work in time for our
building re-opening (whenever that may be!) so that activities can take
place without disruption, and with the provision of a modern kitchen to
support the ministries.
If you would like to contribute towards this work, you can do so by bank
transfer using the bank details below, or by posting a cheque payable to
“Viewfield Baptist Church” to Evelyn Stewart at her home address or care
of the Church Office. Please make sure you put “Project Fund” either in
the reference (for a bank transfer) or by sending me an email, or in the
covering note with your cheque. All unmarked donations are automatically
paid into the General Fund.
If you are a UK taxpayer, your donation can be increased by 25% at no
extra cost to yourself, through the Gift Aid Scheme, which allows us to
claim back the tax which you have already paid on your donation. If you
are not already signed up to the Viewfield Gift Aid Scheme, please contact
me at finance@viewfield.org.uk to ask for more information.

Evelyn Stewart (Finance CoCo- ordinator)
Bank Details:
Account name: Viewfield Baptist Church (business account)
Account number: 00852331 Sort code: 80-06-55
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Children and Families Ministry - Update
We have some exciting new things happening with the Children and
families work.
Recently we started a new playlist for
the Viewfield Baptist Church YouTube
channel specifically aimed at children.
The playlist includes, songs, all age
talks and stories that link up with the
Children’s Church resources which
are emailed weekly to families. You
can find the videos here:
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlVtzNJ-YKKL3v3PhFcKnRdoaHmKKyNYv

We were excited to produce our own version of
the song "My Lighthouse" with participation by
children, teenagers and adults from the
Viewfield family. You'll find this in the same
playlist.
Following on from the success of the Christmas family
activity bags, preparations are underway for Easter activity
boxes. The boxes will include, a book, magazine, crafts,
puzzles, Easter eggs and some other exciting activities.
Plans are also underway for daily Holy week videos for
children and young people. Each video will aim to answer
a big question about Easter.
Give thanks to God for all that we are able to do even during these
restrictions.
Please pray for Children and young people as
they prepare to return to school after the
holidays.
Please pray for wisdom for me and the
children’s team as we plan for the future.
If you would like to get involved or want more
information, please get in touch with me on:
children@viewfield.org.uk

Ali Taylor
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Georgette at Tilsley with AIM
Despite the challenges we are all facing at
the moment, we’ve had another good term
at Tilsley College. The students have been
fantastic in putting up with the restrictions
and we continue to be grateful to the Lord
for enabling us to have classes and that no
one has had COVID among the student
body. We are doing blended learning just
now with permanent staff doing their
lectures in person and external lecturers
through zoom. It seems to be working well. We’ve had to move when we
do our practical placement to later in the year but even with this change it
looks like it will have to be college based and almost all on-line. We’re
certainly having to think creatively at the moment.
It was great for the students to be able to lead an evening service at
Viewfield a few weeks ago as part of their Team Evangelism week. Thank
you for giving them that opportunity and for your encouraging comments
about it.
We recently had an on-line Mini Bible School which we run every year,
usually in the GLO Centre auditorium. We had a few technical issues on
the first night but otherwise it went well, and we had about 1000 views for
each night’s programme. It was based on Amos and centred around
social justice and how the church needs to be involved. It promoted a lot
of discussion. It’s still on YouTube if you would like to look at it.
I’m thankful that my health has been good and that the Lord has
strengthened me in a very busy period at college. Being here full-time I get
drawn into things over the weekend I wouldn’t normally do but I enjoy
having my refurbished room to retreat to when I can.
Thanks for your prayers
for us here at Tilsley. I
look forward to seeing
you all in person at
some point.
Every blessing,
Georgette Short
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The Alpha Online Course
Where do you go for your answers to life's questions? Do you say "hey
Google" or ask friends, family or go to the library? Some may even read
the Bible. We are all looking for answers to life's questions! Viewfield's
Alpha online course has been running on Zoom from Thursday February
4th. Participants have embarked on a journey exploring the questions they
might have about the Christian faith or for Christians to grow in their faith.
The Alpha course is for everyone so good to see people come along
wherever they are in their journey. This time we have been pleased to
have 20 participants. We have looked at topics such as who is Jesus,
why did he die, the Bible and prayer so far.
It was noted before we started the course that technology can be
challenging for some. A helpful Zoom guide in video form was sent to our
participants to help them get introduced to Zoom. In reality those who
had fears of Zoom were able to overcome these and fully able to
participate and appreciate meeting with others. It was good to see faces
smiling back at you in these times.
Our evening starts with an introduction from Rae and also a not to miss
joke (participants are secretly rating these as they go along) we then go
into our small groups to have informal chat to get to know each other and
some ice breakers too. With us being in lockdown restrictions it has been
a great opportunity to meet up with people, albeit online.
Each night we had an engaging video on a particular topic in
conversational style. The course was written by Nicky Gumbel. Nicky was
an atheist and a barrister. Having made a commitment to follow Jesus, he
was to grow the Alpha course to help those outside the church walls to
think about the Christian faith. The topics were introduced with honest
and down to earth testimonies,
sharing Bible verses too. After the
video we go into our breakout
rooms to give the participants a
chance to respond and reflect on
what had been said on the video
that night.
We had our virtual away day on
Zoom on Saturday 13th March,
whilst we were not able to travel or
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go to a different location, some could change rooms or put up a different
background! It was a great opportunity to reflect on the topic who is the
Holy Spirit and what He does with videos, 2 discussion sessions and a 5minute talk from Rae and then time at the end to reflect and respond to
what we heard and to pray in our small groups. The Team and
participants came with an expectation for God to speak to them and were
deeply moved by the videos as God moved amongst us. As we could not
provide a meal like we usually would at the away day when we do an inperson course, each participant received a Just Eat voucher which they
could use at their own convenience.
Our course continues each Thursday, 7.30pm. We will take an Easter
break on Thursdays 1st and 8th April. The course will continue then until
Thursday 29th April. A big thank you to our team for their commitment to
this and to our participants for joining us and sharing in this journey.
Thank you to everyone who has been praying and are continuing to pray
for us. Thanks be to God without whom we could not do this course.

Phil Magee

Mr & Mrs Pop Up
A few weeks ago a post in one of
the railway sites I use pointed to an
article in the Dundee Courier
(https://tinyurl.com/8z4nnvaa)
about a business that had
produced a model of Aberdour
station. Imagine my surprise when
I went to their website (https://
www.popupdesigns.co.uk/) and discovered that it was setup to raise
money to support orphans
including children sponsored
by Compassion UK which we
as a Church have been
involved with.
Pop UP Designs produce Pop
Up 3D Wood Gift Cards
including
animals,
birds,
Charles Rennie Mackintosh,
Scotland, England, Wales,
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birthday, Scottish Heritage as well as a Standing Desk. They require no
glue and are flat pack. So, you can purchase good quality gifts for yourself
and others and support Compassion UK at the same time, it’s a win, win.
So how did this all come about. Andy and Fiona Cox taught at
Gordonstoun School and started in 2012 to raise funds to support two
children through Compassion UK. Their work became so popular that in
2015 they left teaching to concentrate on the business of Pop Ups
(earning the nick name Mr & Mrs Pop Up.
As well as sponsoring more children they have started the funding of a
workshop through Compassion UK, providing tools, materials and
teachers to help 30 boys and girls in Kenya to get a vocational education
in one of the
poorest areas
of the country.
They are also
sponsoring a
project
in
Tanzania for a
vocational
workshop for
woodwork and
cooking.
This year they
moved
from
Gordonstoun to Fenton Barns near North Berwick to be near family and to
be able to expand and have a shop.
This has been a big move for them to relocate their equipment. However,
I’ve received some items from them, so I know they are successfully up
and running despite Covid and the weather.
So, if you are looking to buy gifts or for something for yourself then please
have a look at their website and support the work of Compassion UK and
other charities. Once travel restrictions ease you could have a nice day
out to Fenton Barns and visit the shop. I am sure that Mr and Mrs Pop Up
would also value your prayers for the business and the orphans and places
that they support.

David Stewart
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From Jenny Turvey
Thank you all for your prayers and
support while I have been at Tilsley. I
can hardly believe it has been 6 months
since I arrived. Since September I have
learned so much about God. He has
strengthened me a lot while I have been
here. The pandemic has not made
things easy, but I have been blessed by
being surrounded by the other students
who I now call close friends.
I have gained a lot from my year at Tilsley and it has helped me gain
discipline in my Bible reading and prayer. Classes have been interesting
and have helped me grow in confidence and knowledge of the Bible and
the history of the early church has been fascinating. Learning about how
the church has developed over so many years has been eye opening.
My favourite subject was Intergenerational Church which happened in
Term 1. This led to me choosing an Intergenerational basis for my
extended essay which I am currently working on and is due in May. There
have been many ups and downs, but God has helped me grow so much
in the last few months and I am excited to see where he will lead me next.
God has helped be grow in confidence and being at Tilsley has given me
more chances to explore God’s Word and present it to others by having
the opportunity to do devotions.
I was home for Christmas, and I had a lovely time spent with my parents
and was able to see Kenneth at the end of my garden. In January I
returned to college and was back to studies. I had my birthday here which
was a great time. Ragnhild and Matteo experimented with crème eggs on
croissants at coffee break - they were delicious, and I had a Victoria
Sponge cake. Although I miss my family and friends and restrictions aren’t
ideal, we see the blessing that we are able to share fellowship together.
During the weekends we have some film nights. On most Saturdays I
have a walk round Strathclyde park that is a short walk away from the
college.
Recently we have been watching world mission DVDs and praying on a
Sunday evening for different countries around the world. We are well fed
here during the week and at weekends we are often treated to wonderful
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meals by the staff and volunteers. Our recent week off involved a
scavenger hunt which was lots of fun and Diane and I came in second
place.
Covid has meant our third term was brought forward to
accommodate going on placement, so I only have a few more weeks of
academic work left to go before I go on placement. After placement we
come back for the last few weeks which include integrated learning week
and graduation week. My one year at college has been really beneficial
and I look forward to being able to bring what I have learned back to my
role at Viewfield, and I am keen to see what else God has in store for me.

God Bless, Jenny

Are you struggling with prayers that appear to be left unanswered?
Prayer Course 2 written by Pete Greig was launched in February this year
to reflect on this particular theme. It is a follow up on Prayer Course 1.
This course is based on the book which Pete Greig wrote "God on the
mute" and the theme of unanswered prayer. It is geared for helping us
process life's difficult questions we often ask in prayer. We are reminded
God can often use our winter seasons to deepen us. The 5 sessions with
a video will use the holy week themes asking the questions we ask in
unanswered prayer:
How are we going to get through this?
Why aren't my prayers working?
Where is God when heaven is silent?
When will God answer my prayers?
Each session will also include an interview with someone different who has
gone through a difficult period/unanswered prayer. Each session has
questions that will help individuals and groups reflect honestly on these
times honestly and find hope. When we are going through difficult time
this may be a good resource to use. Why not explore the course for
yourself? Follow this link: https://unanswered.prayercourse.org
Phil Magee
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Christians Against Poverty (CAP)
As the world looks to recover from the global impact of Covid-19, there
are many who have found their lives turned upside down. Apart from the
immediate impact in terms of human lives lost, many are trying to come to
terms with the loss of businesses and jobs, educations and career
prospects derailed, and financial security gone. This on top of lockdown
restrictions and social isolation has placed huge stresses on individuals,
families and relationships leading to a surge in poor mental health and a
downward cycle into despair and hopelessness (a pandemic within a
pandemic).
As Christians, we ourselves are not immune
to these difficulties, but we have a “living
hope” and trust a saviour who came to “bind

up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom
for the captives and release from darkness for
the prisoners, [Isaiah 61:1, Luke 4:2]. We
also have a calling to share the love of God
and good news of Jesus Christ in this world.
Christians Against Poverty is a Christian
charity with the mission “To restore hope for
those who are lost and hurting.” CAP
engages churches across the UK to deliver a
range of services in their local communities to reach out and bring new
hope to the lives of many trapped in the cycle of debt. The CAP Money
Course helps people get to grips with their finances and provides tools to
help manage their resources more effectively to meet life’s goals and
challenges whether it’s to tackle debt, save for a special occasion or be
able to give financially to support charities and those in need. God-willing,
we plan to launch the CAP Money Course online initially, starting in May
and open to all those in the church family, after which we’ll make it
available through personal contacts and other ministries within the church.
An Information Evening will be held on Sunday
28th March, 7-8pm. Join us to learn more about
the work of CAP.
To receive the Zoom
invitation for this online meeting, please
complete the registration form at https://
forms.gle/-A21YRJcUQpyVfrbX6

Duncan Christie
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Called to be Fools!
Some ‘sumps’ of collected items in my study get sorted through only
very infrequently, so I wasn’t surprised to come across an issue of the
Upper Holloway Baptist Church newsletter that was five year’s old!
Especially as this year April starts during Holy Week, I thought this
article from Paul Hardingham worth sharing.
___________________________________
April Fool’s Day is the traditional way to begin this month! In medieval
times the fool (or jester) was not just there for amusement. He had an
influential role in the court because he could speak the truth in ways
others couldn’t. As Christians we are also called to be fools; Paul
described himself as a ‘fool for Christ’ (1 Corinthians 4:10). In what
ways is this an appropriate description of a Christian? In his letter Paul
expands on this theme.

= a foolish message:
‘For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.’ (1
Corinthians 1:18) The heart of the Gospel does not focus on clever
ideas, but on the Cross of Jesus Christ. This message of foolishness
and weakness is both God’s wisdom and power for our lives!

= a foolish community:
‘But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.’ (1
Corinthians 1:27). The church in Corinth consisted of slaves, rather
than the rich and successful. God calls the weak and vulnerable to
follow Him, in order to shame those who think they don’t need God.

=a foolish ministry
‘My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive
words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your
faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.’ (1
Corinthians 2:4,5). Paul’s ministry didn’t rest on human wisdom, but
on the power of the Holy Spirit. For us, this power is often displayed
when we are at our weakest!
‘A fool thinks himself to be wise, but a wise man knows himself to be a
fool!’ (William Shakespeare).
Martin Tarr
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Viewfield on Social Media
Are you aware that Viewfield has content now on four different social media channels?
With so much of our content moving online over Lockdown, these channels have become a vital part of our ministry and keeping everyone up to
date with what we do. Please feel free to share any of our content on your
own social media pages. This increases awareness of our presence online
to others who may not be aware of our church.
If you are a ministry/event leader and would like to promote something via
Social Media please contact the office.
Please follow/like/subscribe to our pages to ensure you are notified of our
latest updates.

Facebook facebook.com/viewfieldbaptistchurch
This is our main source of information. You can watch all the services and
prayer meetings from the last year here and this is where we keep you up
to date with news and advertise our events.

YouTube youtube.com/c/ViewfieldBaptistChurch
Contains all the videos of our Sunday services plus additional video content. We have recently set up a number of playlists and are currently adding the All Age Talks from the morning services as separate videos to
watch again.

Instagram instagram.com/viewfieldbc/
Used to highlight and promote special events (e.g. the Alpha course).

Twitter twitter.com/viewfieldbc
Links to the weekly videos and short announcements are shared here.
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An Adventure with God
[One of the perils of producing any newsletter in booklet form is finding that the
amount of material contributed doesn’t fit the available space, even with judicious
use of logos, pictures and variable line spacing! So it is that I found myself in an in
-between place this time round. Hence this update on Amy Loachamin (nee
Ferry) whom some of us have been privilege to journey with since she left
Scotland in the hope of eventually working with Latin Link in Cuba! With an
intermediate stop in Ecuador!. The following is taken from a recent prayer letter
available in pdf on request to the editor.]

"Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life."
Life with God is an adventure. Have you found that? While we so often
only think of life as getting from point A to B, I think God is someone who
enjoys the scenic routes of life; we see it in the way He guided the
Israelites from Egypt to the Promised Land, and we see it in the way Jesus
led the disciples around Galilee, Samaria and Judea almost 1500years
later. [In Amy’s case the stopover in Ecuador took an unexpected turn!]
Last month marked 7 years since I first
arrived in Ecuador. I could never have
imagined then the adventures that God
had in store for me, the ways that He
would challenge and stretch me and
the hard lessons He would teach me. It
was a journey of faith to get here 7
years ago, and now as we plan to
return to the UK as a family of 4, it
appears that God is stretching our faith
again. …...
We will not be travelling this month as we had been planning at the start of
the year, but we know that the timing is in God's hands. The current travel
ban means that it is currently impossible for Josias (an Ecuadorian, Amy’s
husband, and father to their two children, who has recently qualified as a
doctor) to enter the UK, but we have also had a slight change in plan
regarding visas.
At the beginning of February, we had the opportunity to speak to an
immigration lawyer in a free immigration clinic session and we were able to
get clear and accurate information on what our options with visas. We
found out that our initial plan, entering on a tourist visa and changing to a
work visa, wasn't possible and that Josias would have to return to
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Ecuador before applying for a different visa, and so the lawyer gave us
information on a spouse visa and a work visa. The option we are currently
pursuing is a work visa, specifically for healthcare professionals called a
"Health & Care Visa", as it is the only option which doesn't involve
returning to Ecuador or us being separated for months. We are currently
preparing a CV and other documents in order to apply for nursing
assistant or similar positions, for which Josias has transferable skills, but
doesn't require GMC registration.
One of the requirements for the visa is an intermediate level of English,
proved in an approved English exam, and so we have booked an IELTS
exam for the 26th of this month. The IELTS level required for the visa is
only 4, which Josias is far more than capable of, however we are praying
that God will help him to get a 7, which is the level required by the GMC.
That way, Josias won't have to worry about completing another English
exam before starting the registration process with the GMC.

Please remember Amy and Josias, Eliana( 4) and Faith (2) as they
prepare to transition to the UK when travel is again possible.
Praise:
The opportunity to meet with the immigration lawyer and get clear
information on our options.

Prayer:
For God's help as Josias prepares for the IELTS exam, that we can be
disciplined in practicing the different sections and that Josias will feel calm
and confident going into the exam.
For God to help us in the UK job application process and for Him to
provide a job for Josias.
Also, in the meantime Josias is acting as Interim Pastor of their church as it
passes through a time of crisis.

Supporting BMS World Mission
Since the late 1920s, the BMS Stamp Bureau have been
raising money for BMS World Mission by gathering and
selling used postage stamps. Please continue to save
stamps your contributions are greatly appreciated. When
cutting stamps leave around 3mm of envelope showing all
round. When we are able to meet up again at Viewfield
they can be left in box. Many thanks, Winnie Seaman
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Refuel 21 “Lite”
Lite”
Fancy a week’s holiday in July beside beautiful
beaches and countryside? Where temperatures in
2018 and 2019 reached 30oC.
What if you could add-in that long-awaited worship
time, physical gathering and real fellowship? Make
up for the Viewfield camp you missed at Blair
Castle last year.
Great news – it can ALL come good!
good Please
see the website - refuelscotland.org.uk
Refuel 21 “Lite” – is a Christian Family Festival of Faith held in the grounds
of Gordon Castle,
Castle Fochabers near Elgin, where all these wonderful things
can come together for you, in one place at one glorious time.
BOOK YOUR TICKETS TODAY! - due to lockdown restrictions, only a
limited number of tickets will be available, so deposits must be paid by April
5th. Campervans and caravans that are self-contained will be able to
camp (Elsan outlet and water provided) on the grounds of Gordon Castle
and the wider area in Morayshire, has lots of holiday accommodation to
choose from. Children under age 16 go to Refuel for free.
Refuel 21 “Lite”
Lite” runs from Monday 19th to Friday 23rd July 2021. Lots of
optional activities are being planned for the Monday and Tuesday so you
can enjoy time in the beautiful Morayshire countryside and at the seaside.
From Wednesday to Friday in Gordon Castle grounds, there will be a
worship band performing live on stage, 300 people can sing
enthusiastically to God, and a range of excellent speakers from home and
overseas are coming to stimulate and engage your heart and mind, and
there will be times of ministry and prayer for healing. Bring your own
camping chairs or deckchairs and covering (should there be rain).

Contacts at Viewfield are David & Gill Cochrane m07975737412

PASTOR
Rev Rae MacKenzie
07713 624087
or via the Church Office
pastor@viewfield.org.uk
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