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To be a disciple of Jesus Christ means a total commitment to
our Lord and his Church. I read a quote recently that I found
very challenging:

“ Your GodGod- given potential will never be realised until you
commit wholeheartedly to a local fellowship and invest
yourself in serving God’
God’s vision for that Church.”
Church.”
In recent days we have been studying the Acts of the Apostles
and I am sure we have also been inspired by the early church
and their passion for Jesus and to fulfil his mission. As the
church we need to fix our eyes on Jesus and need to live
empowered by the Spirit of God as we seek to fulfil the mission
of God. We all have a part to play.
There is a great story told by Søren Kierkegaard that illustrates
this truth.

There was a congenial man who led the fire brigade in a local
town. Everyone thought of the fire chief as a gentleman of the
highest order. Children loved to visit the firehouse and look at
the fire engines. Everyone loved the Fire Chief.
But one day there was a fire! The fire chief rounded up his
brigade, and they rushed to the building that had flames
pouring from its windows. Much to his surprise, the fire chief
couldn’t get to the fire because between him and the burning
building were several hundred townspeople. Each of them was
holding a water pistol, and from time to time the people would
smile at one another and squirt their pistols at the raging
inferno.
“What does the fire chief say?”
The fire chief yells, “What are you doing here? Why do you
have water pistols? What are you trying to accomplish?”
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The spokesman for the group answers, “We’ve all gathered here to support
your efforts, sir! We all believe in the good work you do in this community,
and each of us has come to make a humble contribution.” With that the
people in the crowd smile at each other, aim their water pistols at the fire,
squeeze the triggers, and squirt some water at the flames.
“We all could be doing more,” says the spokesman (Squirt! Squirt).
Couldn’t we, folks? (Squirt, Squirt). But, the little that each contribute we
gladly give, just to show that we are with you.” (Squirt, Squirt)
How does the fire chief respond? The fire chief says, “Get out of here!
Fires like this are not for well-meaning people who want to make limited
contributions! Such situations demand fireman who are ready to risk their
lives in putting out the flames!”
Søren Kierkegaard makes the point that going to Church and making our
small contributions to the work of ministry from time to time might be nice,
but so much more is required of us if we are to be truly committed disciples
of the Lord Jesus Christ.
As pastor of Viewfield I am so thankful to God for the many disciples of
Jesus who are totally committed to the local Church that God has called us
to. May we strive to always seek to work for the glory of Christ and his
Bride.

Rae

Regular at Viewfield? – Keep Informed!
The Viewfield Directory is open to everyone who attends Viewfield or considers
themselves part of the Viewfield Family. If you would like to be included, please
complete a GDPR Consent Form which is normally available at the teabar, or
speak to Joe Fisher, or during lockdown send an email to office@viewfield.org.uk.
Access to the online Directory and copies of the paper directory will only be made
available to people who have their own entry in the Directory.
On completion of a GDPR form you will be sent a welcome email with information
on how to access "Your ChurchBox Account". This will enable you to access up
to date contact details for other people in the Viewfield congregation. The system
also allows you to update your own details. You may also add a photograph to
help others identify who you are, or provide a jpg or similar to have the office add
it for you.
We encourage you to use this if you can, but paper copies of the Directory will still
be available on request from the Church Office.
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Small Groups at Viewfield
During the Wednesday night prayer meeting on the 3rd June we focussed
for a bit on our small groups, praying for everyone involved. We are aware
that not everyone is involved with a small group and we wondered if there
are some in our fellowship who would like to join up with a small group.
Unfortunately, due to current guidelines in place, we are not able to meet
face to face, but we can meet online. If you are interested then please
contact us.
Small groups are a safe place where questions can be asked, needs
shared, help and encouragement found. One important aspect of Small
Groups is fellowship, it is a place where we can build life-giving
relationships.
We believe it is vitally important to be connected to a life changing small
group. These are usually groups of 4-12 people committed to learning
and applying the word of God to everyday living. Each group is different
and there are groups meeting on different days and times. There is true
unity through diversity.
Each group’s central focus is on growing “so that the body of Christ may
be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.” (Eph 4:12-13).
If you would like to find out more or if you would like to join a small group
then please contact either our Pastor Rae (pastor@viewfield.org.uk) or
Pete (pjmhutch@gmail.com) or Lindsey ( l_bowmaker@sky.com ) our small
group coordinators.

Fellowship News
Since our last issue we have been saddened by the death of Isobel Sked
(a member since 1969) who served in many different capacities in
Viewfield; also Grace McConnell, who had enriched Viewfield over many
years. We extend our sympathy to their relatives and friends and also to
those who have lost close family members in recent days.
Eddie Jones has asked us to acknowledge the good work that Steven
Anderson has done in tending the window boxes in the Centre during
lockdown - “they are looking lovely.”
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Being repurposed!
Jeremiah 18:1-6 (NLT) “The Lord gave

another message to Jeremiah. He said,
“Go down to the potter’s shop, and I will
speak to you there.” So I did as he told
me and found the potter working at his
wheel. But the jar he was making did
not turn out as he had hoped, so he
crushed it into a lump of clay again and
started over. Then the Lord gave me
this message: “O Israel, can I not do to you as this potter has done to his
clay? As the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand."
A word I heard being used a lot during Lockdown is the word repurposed.
This means something that is being used for a different purpose than what
it had being used for.
During this time we have seen buildings like the SECC in Glasgow being
repurposed as a hospital. NHS workers changing from one speciality to
another. They are being repurposed for another role. Bank workers being
trained in a new skillset to provide essential financial services. Our way of
gathering as church is being repurposed. People adjusting to working
from home. But with a lockdown we are all going through some kind of
repurposing
Even our very own conversion is a repurposing, our lives being changed
from our old life to a new life rooted in Christ and His promises.
Thinking of repurposing, I was drawn to the Jeremiah verses. We are
taken to the clay room scene where the potter takes a clay jar and
reshapes it into something for his purposes. A visual dramatic reminder
that our Sovereign Lord is that potter for us. He can take us and shape us
for his purposes. However, we must listen out for his voice today and
obey his call.
Let us ask Father God how he is shaping us today for his purpose? It may
involve a repurposing - ahhh scary but we know that the Sovereign Lord is
with us!
We all need prayer, and those around us, as we adjust in this time of
repurposing.

Phil Magee
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Opportunities for Prayer
A few weeks ago, during May, the Prayer Support Group sent out the
following email:

Sent on behalf of the Prayer Support Group - To the Viewfield Family
As a way of keeping connected with one another, and especially if you are
not already involved with a small group, would you be interested in being
linked with someone you could pray with over the phone?
Or, if you have the necessary IT equipment, would you like to be linked
with 3 or 4 others to form an on-line prayer group via Hangouts, Zoom or
similar? If so, do you have the IT skills to be able to facilitate a group?
If you are interested in either, or both, of these opportunities, please
contact Nena on albrocksathome@gmail.com, or phone 01383 738741.
You may already be involved in praying with others, apart from your small
group. If so, for our encouragement, we would love to know.
----------------------------------------------So far, there has been a fairly small, but nevertheless encouraging,
response which we would like to share with you so that you too can be
encouraged.
Two of the small groups have organised specific opportunities to pray
together. Others will doubtless be supporting one another in similar ways,
as they are able – perhaps with a prayer list, for example.
We have been able to “link” two people who expressed a desire to have a
prayer partner. Two others had already established a prayer pair, using
Messenger. Another person is waiting for a partner. Anecdotally, we are
aware that there are people who regularly phone others to chat and pray.
One person – fairly new to Viewfield – is in the process of being linked with
a small group for fellowship and prayer.
We are aware that these are only the things which we have been told
about and we are quite sure that others are “meeting” for fellowship and
prayer by phone or via social media – keeping in touch and caring for one
another. Keep up the good work!
In addition, David Stewart is producing a prayer diary which is sent out
with the bulletin each week. Please make use of this and be sure to pass
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it on to anyone you know who doesn’t have email access. If you have
items you would like included in the diary, David would be happy to oblige.
Not to forget, of course, one of the highlights of our lockdown week - the
opportunity for us to meet with Rae (and now also with Special Guests!)
every Wednesday at 7.30pm for a time of prayer and reflection.
Going forward, if you would like to be linked with someone for prayer and
support, please contact Nena, as above, and she’ll do her best to help.
Just as importantly, if you know someone who doesn’t have access to
social media, please take the time to let them know about this opportunity.
Please don’t assume that someone else will have done this – I’m sure folk
would rather be contacted several times than not at all.

I Thessalonians 1:2-4
We always thank God for all of you and pray for you constantly. As we talk
to our God and Father about you, we think of your faithful work, your
loving deeds, and your continual anticipation of the return of our Lord
Jesus Christ. We know that God loves you, dear brothers and sisters, and
that he chose you to be his own people.
Nena Albrock

BLACK LIVES MATTER
How have you been affected by/responded to the killing of George Floyd
and all that has happened since?
Confused, uncomfortable, angry, sad, indifferent, afraid, not my problem,
avoided the TV News and newspaper reports, not in the Church
Newsletter as well!
As Editor, I have struggled to know if I should include anything and if so
what? The issues are to complex to be addressed here. In the end I have
decided to include the following links for you to explore:
The first is a statement from BMSWorldMission:
https://www.bmsworldmission.org/news_tag/blackhttps://www.bmsworldmission.org/news_tag/black- liveslives- matter/
Or Google “BMS Black Lives Matter”
The second link is to one multi racial church’s initial response:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGA6lLqPHaE&feature=youtu.be
Or Google: “Real Talk: Listen for (a) Change”
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Georgette at Tilsley with AIM
Dear Viewfield Family
I hope you are all doing well and coping with these
strange days of lockdown. It has been such a
blessing to have Rae bring God’s word to us each
week and to see some of your faces on the
computer screen from time to time as you minister to
us but it will be wonderful when we can all meet together again. Thank
you for your prayers and financial support.
We are coming to the end for the academic year and my first as
Academic Dean. It has certainly been eventful! The students have been
fantastic as we have delivered the courses on zoom and through our
Learning Management System and although it has been challenging we
have done well, I think. We have all been working from home since
March 18th some in the UK but others in Ukraine, The Faroe Islands and
Italy.
Next week will be our Integrated Learning Week when the students work
in groups to solve a pastoral or mission problem. We will be doing it
remotely and coming together from time to time.
After that we will have what is usually called Graduation Week when
there will be devotional teaching, prayer and fun activities for the
students. We also meet with each of the students individually to assess
how they have done and think about their future plans. A GLO
missionary couple from Romania will be doing the teaching with staff
leading the rest. On June 19th, we’ll be having a Valedictory Service
rather than a graduation, which we hope to have face-to-face when it is
permitted. The Valedictory Service will be through zoom and the
students will take part and have invited guests. We hope it will be a
celebration of the year and a good send off for the students.
Please pray for the students as they consider their next step and for us
as staff as we plan how to start the
new academic year probably in a
very different way.
Every blessing,
Georgette Short
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Viewfield Money Matters
Near the start of Lockdown, I sent an email to the Viewfield family,
explaining the financial implications of the current situation. I explained
that while we would have some savings because our buildings are closed,
we would also have a significant drop in income, with the Coffee Shop
closed and no Room Hire bookings. I also explained that we had been
receiving an average of £2,300 per month (including associated Gift Aid)
through the Sunday offerings, so I encouraged people who had been
giving through the offering, to give by Standing Order or Bank Transfer, or
to post their donation by cheque, if that was convenient for them.
I am delighted to tell you that God has been meeting our needs through
the generosity of his people. During April and May, the drop in income
from the Coffee Shop and Room Hire has roughly matched the savings we
have made through not using our buildings and other activities not taking
place. And the Viewfield family have responded with generosity and
commitment to the Lord’s work, with many changing from giving through
the offering to giving electronically or by cheque. We have also had nine
people sign up to give by Gift Aid for the first time.
As a result, our income for April and May has been higher than our
expenditure. And we can also be grateful that our donation income for
those two months has been 4.5% higher than our average donation
income for the last financial year.
So, God is providing for our needs. However, it is appropriate to point out
that our income is, nevertheless, lower than we would need in order to fulfil
all the activities and ministries which we have been making plans for in the
future. We may re-shape some of those plans and our ongoing vision as a
result of our current circumstances, but there is no doubt that as we move
out of lockdown, there will be many needs, and we will want to grow our
ministries and reach out to our community. So, may I encourage all of us
in the Viewfield family, to continue to support the Lord’s work generously,
as we are able, so that as we enter into the “new normal” we will be in a
strong position to fulfil the mission and ministries to which we believe God
is calling us.
If you would like more information about giving, or Gift Aid, or to discuss
any aspect of Viewfield finances, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Evelyn Stewart | finance@viewfield.org.uk | 01383 860476
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Support for Charities
(This article extends over several pages!)
While we thank God for providing for our needs in Viewfield, we are very
aware that many charities are struggling financially in the current
circumstances, so, alongside our support for Viewfield, let’s consider the
needs of some of the charities which we have supported in the last couple
of years.
If you would like to make a donation to any of these charities, you can do
so through their own website, or, if it’s easier for you, you can make a
donation to Viewfield which we will pass on (along with associated Gift Aid
if applicable). If you want to give via the church, please make sure your
donation is clearly marked with the cause which you want it to go to, either
in the reference if giving by bank transfer, or in a covering letter.

Vision Romania: The work goes on despite the pandemic.
(Charity No. SC040262)
Our partners delivering essentials
Despite our inability to run our two respite
camps this year for people with disabilities and
for under privileged children, the ministries of the
charity still carry on. The continuing monthly
food drops to the small, shack-dwelling
community and our targeted support of a number
of families that are all facing severe hardship, made
a lot worse by the pandemic, are gratefully
received.
In addition to asking for your prayer support, we
have a programme called a ‘Ton of Tenners’
Tenners’. Its
aim is to try to get practical support too. We are
asking for 100 people to consider donating £10 per
month to the charity to cover the base-cost of the
support being provided. We are about halfway
there! Some donate £10, some do more where they can. We are grateful
for the generosity of these routine donations which give an essential,
reliable consistency of support.
If you feel able to contribute, please go to https://www.justgiving.com/
visionromania and press the DONATE button and follow the fairly simple
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procedure to set up a monthly donation, or a one off gift. Please type
‘Ton of Tenners’ in the comments box to allow us to identify your support.
All donations can be Gift Aided if you are a UK Tax Payer by simply
clicking on the Gift Aid box.
100% of the money donated will go directly to the ministry.

Thank you most sincerely, from Jim & Margaret Leiper
- - - - -- - -- - -- - - -- - -- - -- - - -- - - -

LoveOliver
(Charity No. SC042450)
Lockdown has made life even more difficult for
childhood oncology families, and LoveOliver
has been focusing on helping in any way
possible.
With only one parent now allowed to stay with
their child on the wards, and with increased
risk of infection when shopping, LoveOliver has
provided a supply of JustEat vouchers for the
Edinburgh and Glasgow wards, to help parents
access meals more easily. We have also seen a big increase in the
number of weekly COOK orders we are providing – for families shielding,
families returning home from hospital and for families who have received a
terminal diagnosis for their child during lockdown. Meals are such a
practical way to be able to support families at any time, but particularly
during the Covid-19 crisis.
We continue to provide grants for families as well as vital digital
thermometers.
With all our fundraising events and presentations cancelled for the
foreseeable future, we have had to think out of the box for running
LoveOliver online – this has included two successful new to you sales, a
number of families taking part in the 2.6 Challenge, our own 10 in 20
Challenge, and selling face coverings. We have also taken our Olaf and
Minion mascots on walks round our neighbourhood and sold chocolate in
our front garden in a socially distanced way! It is certainly a challenging
time, but we are so grateful for the support we are receiving, and for what
it is enabling us to do for families facing childhood cancer. You can find
out more about what we have been up to, and how to order buffs, sweetie
cones, cards and homemade tablet by following our Facebook page and
visiting www.loveoliver.org.uk.
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Dunfermline Advocacy
Charity Number: SC021638
Since
the
lockdown,
Dunfermline Advocacy has fully
continued its work to support
volunteers
and
vulnerable
adults in the West Fife area.
We have adapted to using different ways to keep in touch with
people according to their needs, to ensure they have access to
necessary services for food, information, medical advice and
prescriptions, and someone to talk to during this time of isolation. A
simple phone call has often made a big difference to someone
struggling at this time. We hope to not only continue this, but to
continue to adapt to meet ongoing needs of vulnerable people and
training for our volunteers. We appreciate any extra funding
available, particularly to enable us to use current technology to help
isolated people, and are thankful for past and ongoing support
Viewfield Baptist Church has given us.
www.DunfermlineAdvocay.org
- - - - -- - -- - -- - - -- - -- - -- - - -- - - -

Scripture Union Scotland
Charity No: SC011222
There are massive financial
implications in the current
circumstances for SU Scotland.
Although the furlough scheme
provides some support, the
cancellation of the holidays, and
the fact that SU own two
campsites, and three residential holiday sites which are a lying unused, is
a huge financial drain. But despite this, SU continue to provide resources,
and offer training, and are aiming to be fully up and running again as soon
as Government restrictions allow.
Please see separate article for more information, and also the SU website:
https://www.suscotland.org.uk/
11

BMS World Mission
Charity No: 1174364
The work of BMS World Mission carries on around the world. In addition
to their ongoing work, BMS have set up a Coronavirus Appeal. Here is a
quote from their website:

We are all feeling uncertain about the future. Many of us are scared.
And if our hearts are breaking because of the effects of Covid-19
here in the UK, they are likely to be far worse beyond our borders.
In shanty towns and slums, in refugee camps and displaced people
settlements, in countries with limited medical resources and low
levels of health education, Covid-19 will be devastating.
In the UK, we are unlikely to face all those challenges. But human
beings like us will face unimaginable suffering.
Now is the time for Christians to truly love their neighbours –
wherever they are. Now is the time when we can give to help them.
https://www.bmsworldmission.org/appeal/covid-19-coronavirus-appeal/

Scripture Union in Lockdown
Current Situation
Back in the March edition of the Viewfield News we asked for prayer about
the various SU events that would be taking place over Easter and Summer.
Little did we know that all our plans would be radically changed. When
lockdown came, SU Scotland cancelled all Easter/Summer events and
furloughed most staff. Some staff have been kept on to create on-line
resources for both Easter and Summer. SU England and Wales were
similarly affected.
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Consequences
For many young folk the SU/Christian Union group in the School or the SU
Holiday or Mission is their main way of discipleship and of course these
have not been running. We need to pray for all the initiatives taking place
to keep in contact with children/young people. Some groups and activities
have been able to move on-line.

Summer Events
As we wrote in March, SU Holidays and Beach Missions are at their core a
temporary Christian community allowing the Gospel to be heard,
discipleship of the young folk to take place and for the team faith to be
deepened, gifts found and developed, and meeting other Christians from
different backgrounds. Prayer is needed that this work can be restarted
(taking into account lessons learned).

Port St Mary Beach Mission (PSMBM)
PSMBM is moving on-line under the banner “Virtually Beach Mission”.
This is a lot of work which is now well underway. We are very grateful to
God that there are a number of people on our team with the technical skills
to produce good quality on-line content. We will also be sending a
“resource pack” to every child/teenager who registers. This will include a
copy of “Dear Theo” (Gospel of Luke, and Acts) and an activity booklet.
Please pray that this will come together well and will be used by many of
the children and young people.

The SU Centres at Lendrick Muir, Alltnacriche and Gowanbank
The SU Centres are currently closed, please pray that they will be able to
reopen and School groups and others will return

The Future
Please pray for finance, and the restart of activities as that becomes
possible.

People
Please pray for Bruce Lockhart (SU Regional Worker), Chris Beattie
(Kirkcaldy Area Worker, lives in Dunfermline) and Oskar Forbes
(Glenrothes, but brought up in Viewfield) all of whom have been
furloughed.
Please also remember Angus Moyes who is the East Team Leader based
in Edinburgh (who was brought up in Viewfield, his father being a previous
pastor).

David Stewart
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“We didn’t want to postpone! We didn’t think we would need to.... but
sadly, we have now arrived at the unavoidable reality that it will be
impossible to present the Refuel20 festival for and with you this July.” Craig
Mackay, Director for Scotland of Filling Station Trust (organisers of Refuel)
Using the extra time now available, energies are going into making
Refuel21 even better and it is great that all speakers who were to be at
Refuel this year, have agreed to be there in July 2021.
• Bruxy Cavey, a Canadian pastor and author, is the teaching pastor at
The Meeting House, one of Canada's largest churches. Cavey is often a
guest professor teaching university level courses around North America
• Danielle Strickland,
Strickland an internationally recognized leader, speaker,
author, justice advocate, mission developer and church planter, and has
served as Social Justice Secretary for The Salvation Army. Danielle is
also an ambassador for Stop The Traffik, a global anti-human trafficking
campaign.
For details of this excellent Christian event in 2021, in a glorious
location, with great family atmosphere, free camping, ticket discounts
and instalments, separate events for children and for youth, inspiring
speakers and teachers, baptisms, Prophetic sessions, healings, and if
that isn’
isn’t enough food for thought – there’
there’s a good selection of cafes,
hook-- ups,
eating places and camping, glamping and campervan hook
whether you stay for one night or six.
refuelscotland.org.uk

(In Viewfield Baptist Church - David Cochrane is Refuel Ambassador)
Holiday Accommodation Bookings made for this year?
Note: Refuel organisers in no way wish to influence decisions in regard to
accommodation booked for this year, but declare that they would organise
something in the July week of this year’s Refuel, for anyone who wishes to
travel north for a summer break despite the postponement.
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Canvins’
Canvins’ News
It has been a while since we last wrote
to you about the Roma Team and
what they have been doing.
We have all been affected by the
corona-19 virus pandemic, though, we
praise the Lord, none of the team nor
any of the Roma we work with have contracted the virus. Nevertheless,
most of our Roma friends had to return to their homes from abroad and
many of them returned from Italy at the height of the crisis.
The main problem for our Roma friends is that they have little or no work
and so very little income. Many of them are now returning to Germany and
Italy to seek work to provide for their families. It may not be the safest
thing to do, but they have little choice.
We are very grateful for the Internet through which we have been able to
keep in contact with each other and carry on with translation, checking
and consulting with our Roma translators and Scripture is still being
prepared for publication in several Roma dialects. Marlute has been
working with a Roma group in Germany and they have completed Mark’s
gospel and it is now ready for publication. Péter and Zoltan have been
preparing videos of several Psalms which will soon go online and be
adapted for a phone app. Debbie is still writing up a verse of Roma
Scripture a day on Facebook. So, the work is carrying on, all while helping
to minister to the physical needs of those we work with.
Go online to https://www.ashunledevles.eu.org/ to see the translated
Scriptures and scroll down to find the videos so far made available.
Please pray that the Lord will use these Scriptures to build His Church
among the Roma.
With our love and prayers, Tony and Maggie

Editor's Note
My thanks to those who have taken the time to send contributions,
always room for more!
A pdf version of the Viewfield News is available on the Church Website at
http://www.viewfield.org.uk/media
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Reflections on Retiring
In October 1978 I was the first in my family to attend University (University
of Edinburgh) and little did I know then the significant part that Edinburgh
and the East Coast would play in my life. During Freshers’ Week a Godincidence moment, after my alarm clock did not go off, was to lead to me
meeting my future wife (but that’s another story). Later what I thought was
God’s plan for my life didn’t work out, when various issues meant that I
didn’t get to go back for 4th year, but instead ended up working for British
Rail (and that’s yet another story). Whilst working for BR, God was again
using circumstances that I could never have imagined (yet another story) to
let me spend time with the young lady that I had met in my University days
and in 1986 would become my wife.
After several years of being frustrated at a lack of flexibility in my job, which
was limiting my SU volunteering, I looked around for a job with more
flexibility, and in 1988 I started to work at the University of Edinburgh. They
were very happy for me to take 3 weeks off in the summer which allowed
me to be involved with SU Railway Camp (and there’s another story) and
Port St Mary SU Beach Mission. As the years progressed, I still had the
flexibility, but my actual work was getting more intense and difficult. I used
to come up the road in the morning from the bus to work, not knowing
what issues would come up and praying for God's wisdom and help. I fully
believe that it was only God's help that got me through each day.
More recently we felt it was right to change again and see if it would be
possible for me to retire early, so as to be able to spend time looking after
my grandsons and doing more in Church and for SU. So, after discussions
with the University, planning for my departure started. I had worked for the
University for 32 years and had attended many retirement/leaving events
and so looked forward to my own on the 24th April!! But again, things did
not quite work out - we went into lockdown and I spent my last few weeks
working from home. It seemed that there was to be no big leaving event
after all. However, all was not lost, my boss organised an e-card and on
my last day a conference call with a large number of people. Whilst I had
expected comments to be made about my helping people with IT
problems, I was surprised that people wrote and spoke about having
enjoyed chats with me in the kitchen, in the corridor and how I had helped
people when they first arrived. Hmm I thought that’s interesting, and then I
thought about the times where I had perhaps been a bit short with people,
didn’t listen, jumped to the wrong conclusion, etc. Perhaps, I thought, I
could get a time machine and travel back in time and make these things
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right. Sadly, whilst the School of Engineering does lots of ground-breaking
research, time travel is not one, yet! Then I thought, it is the same in other
situations such as Church, family and friends. I can think of many times
that I wish, with hindsight, that I reacted differently, listened more.
We can’t change the past, but we can change the future and sometimes
that is by learning lessons from the past. Also, sometimes we can get so
hung up on the mistakes of the past that we cripple ourselves, we forget
God’s forgiveness and believe Satan’s lies about ourselves. C. S. Lewis
said, "You can't go back and change the beginning, but you can start
where you are and change the ending."

David Stewart

Encouragement
A poem used in the service on 10 May 2020
Enriched with hope
Reaching passed convention’s boundaries
Love is the key to build each other up
Kindness in word, in deed, in our reactions
Inspiring joy to fulfil each other’s lives
Enriched with joy
Reassured by faith in God, our Father
Love reaches out to support our family’s dreams
Tenderness in every interaction
Encouraging love as our fellowship unites
Enriched with love
Rebuilding confidence in God’s grace
Love promotes the gifts that others share
Gentleness imbues each conversation
Promoting joy and a fellowship of love
And so in hope, in joy, in love we gather
Reassured, we reach out and we rebuild
Love is key to build and share our gifting
With gentle words, tender deeds and interactions
A fellowship of joyous love is built

Helen Short
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Afterbeat
At Pentecost, Jesus’ disciples were enabled by the Holy Spirit to speak
internationally in a range of languages or ‘tongues’. So today, the Holy
Spirit is empowering a worldwide evangelical movement of international
Christians, with language that is understood by today’s young people.

Afterbeat is a group of artists who perform Electronic Dance Music (EDM)
in schools. The Afterbeat artists’ passion is to use their musical skills with
EDM – a ‘language’ that youth understand, to share their Christian
perspective on life, within the educational context and because the school
curriculum encourages pupils to explore the meaning of life.
There are two parts to Afterbeat’s project with schools: firstly, group
workshops in school and secondly, a follow-up evening event. In school,
Afterbeat supplies lessons where their music artists uniquely combine music
and song with open discussion time, that engages pupils’ thinking about topical
social and mental health problems.
During the school contact time, pupils are invited to attend an Electronic
Dance Music event that takes place at the end of the school project.
Afterbeat organizes this dance night in conjunction with local churches and
partners and during the evening, every young person is offered a gospel
presentation, prayer, Christian literature and the opportunity to meet with
representatives from local Christian youth groups. These dance nights are
always a huge hit with young people and help to bring together all that they
have experienced during the school sessions.
Active as a charity since 2010, Afterbeat has been extending its cover in The
Netherlands and USA then, two years ago, came to Scotland to do some great
work with schools in Fife. Managed by Alko Stoel who lives with his wife and
three children in Dunfermline, Afterbeat has had missions in Dunfermline and
Kirkcaldy, visiting 4 Secondary schools, with
over 200 responses to the gospel. At least 20
teenagers are known to be actively engaging
with just one of the local partner churches.

If you too can see the potential in these
school projects, would like to know a little
more, could be interested in supporting the
local or international missions, please visit the
website afterbeat.org.uk or send an email to
info@afterbeat.org.uk
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Did you see Gordon Smith on Twitter?
One of our SHAPES members was featured by the Richmond
Fellowship on Twitter in early May.

Gordon Smith from our
Whitelaw
Service
was
delighted
to
meet
his
superhero Flash and show
him the fantastic drawing he
had made for him.
Gordon wanted to show his
thanks to Flash for the
amazing things he is doing for
the community with everyone
in lockdown.
Richmond Fellowship
@RichmondScot
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A Prayer for Racial Justice
BMS weekly update, 4 June 2020
Please pray with us for justice
Heavenly Father,
The brutal killing of George Floyd in Minnesota, USA, has highlighted
the racial injustices silently faced by many people in our communities
and across the world.
The stark truth is that some of these injustices are perpetuated and
promoted by our own unconscious attitudes and words of prejudice,
subtle discrimination, and favouritism. We recognise this sinfulness in
our communities and in ourselves, and therefore we repent, where we
have contributed to these injustices towards others knowingly and
unknowingly.
We ask for God’s forgiveness and seek forgiveness from one another.
We pray for God’s grace to enable us to love not only in word, but in
deed. We ask God to strengthen us to remove structural and systemic
set-ups that create the atmosphere for racial injustice and other forms of
injustice to thrive. God, break our hearts of denial, and give us hearts
filled with love, respect, and compassion for all people, in Jesus’ name.
Amen

A prayer by
Kwame Adzam,
Overseas
Team
Leader for Evangelism
and Discipleship
BMS World Mission

PASTOR
Rev Rae MacKenzie
07713 624087
or via the Church Office
pastor@viewfield.org.uk
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Helen Short’s Facebook Post
I have always had a dream of one day writing a
book and having it published. Well, that dream
has now been realised. My first book.
“PeaceMakers: The Gifts of Peace” is now
available on the Kindle Store.
The beautiful artwork on the front cover was
created by my friend
Carolyn Ellen Higgins
Here’s an idea of what the book is about.
The world is still recovering from the last Great
War between the forces of Chaos and the forces
of Peace. Peace won that conflict and from their
base in the Keep, the PeaceMakers do all they
can to make sure Peace is spread throughout the
land. The PeaceMakers are gifted with different
powers to help them but in recent days new and strong giftings are emerging.
Katea, a young woman who worked in the mines, announced her presence with
a cry that resounded through the minds of all PeaceMakers. Marcus, son of the
Lord of the Keep, led a mission to rescue her and bring her back to the safety of
the Keep. His allies in the rescue mission comprised of the legendary spiritos.
These great creatures could look like horses but when they took their true
shape, they unfurled massive wings that carried them through the sky.
As Chaos started to make its presence felt again, Marcus, Katea and their
friends must join together to make sure that Peace is not overcome by Chaos.
I’d really love to share my story with you.
I would also really appreciate it if you could share this with your friends, if you
felt able.
Finally, it would be great if you could review the book on Kindle as that helps
promote it.
Thank you
PS if you’re wondering about my pen name, I borrowed my Mum’s maiden
name!
The link: https://www.amazon.co.uk/PeaceMakers-Gifts-Peace-HS-Fergusonebook/dp/B089GTVTPV/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Hs+Ferguson&qid=15916978
73&s=digital-text&sr=1-1

