Viewfield News

From the Pastor

A little girl wanted to become a great pianist, but all she could play
on the piano was the simple little tune, “Chopsticks.” No matter
how hard she tried, that was the best she could do. Her parents
decided after some time to arrange for a great maestro to teach her
to play properly. Of course, the little girl was delighted.
When the little girl and her parents arrived at the maestro’s mansion
for the first lesson, they were escorted by the butler into the parlour,
where they saw a beautiful concert grand piano. Immediately, the
little girl dashed over to the piano and began playing “Chopsticks.”
Her embarrassed parents started across the room to tell her to stop,
but as she played, the maestro entered the room and encouraged
the little girl to continue.
The maestro then took a seat on the piano bench next to the little
girl, listening to her play. After a moment he began to play along
with her, adding chords, runs, and arpeggios. The little girl
continued to play “Chopsticks.” The parents couldn’t believe their
ears. They were hearing a beautiful piano duet, played by their
daughter and the maestro, and amazingly enough, the central theme
of it was still “Chopsticks.”
-------------------------------------------------------------We are all too often very quick to self-criticise and to put ourselves
down. We regularly compare ourselves to others saying, “Look how
gifted they are, I wish I could do that?” I encounter far too many
people who don’t think they are very good at anything. C. S. Lewis
once said: “Humility isn’t thinking less of yourself, it is thinking of

yourself less.”
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We need to have an attitude of dependence on Jesus and a
realisation that we need the help of the Holy Spirit but that doesn’t
mean we should put ourselves down or compare ourselves with
others. We need to remember that “we are God’s handiwork,

created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do” Ephesians 2v10.
At times you may feel like you’re a nobody, that God can’t use you
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to do great things. But think of that little girl. All she could play was “Chopsticks.”
Nobody wanted to hear “Chopsticks.” It was an embarrassment to her parents
and annoying to everyone else. Yet the maestro encouraged her to keep on
playing.
God knows what you can do. He created you with gifts and talents. Sure,
compared to some people’s abilities, your gifts and talents may seem like
“Chopsticks”—not very original and not very spectacular. But God says, “Keep on
playing—and make some room on the piano bench for me.” God is able to take
the little that we are able to do and turn it into something beautiful for him.

Rae

Fellowship News
Since our last issue we have:
• rejoiced with Ramone and Sharon McKenzie on their marriage.
• welcomed Enid Stuart, Audrey Ewing, Paul Manuel, Sharon FrielMcKenzie, Julian Ridal as Church members.
• been saddened by the death of Jenny Wilkie, Bert Connon’s brother
and Eleanor Chapman’s father. We assure each one and all friends
and families of our prayers in the coming days.
Alpha Thank You
A big thank you to Nena and all her helpers who made soup & puddings
and served us at the Alpha Course; also to all the group leaders who led
the groups very well. Isobel and Dougie Semple

Regular at Viewfield? – Keep Informed!
The Viewfield Directory is open to everyone who attends Viewfield or considers
themselves part of the Viewfield Family. If you would like to be included, please
complete a GDPR Consent Form which is available at the teabar, or speak to Joe
Fisher. Access to the online Directory and copies of the paper directory will only
be made available to people who have their own entry in the Directory.
On completion of a GDPR form you will be sent a welcome email with information
on how to access "Your ChurchBox Account". This will enable you to access up
to date contact details for other people in the Viewfield congregation. The system
also allows you to update your own details. We encourage you to use this if you
can, but paper copies of the Directory will still be available on request from the
Church Office.
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The Alpha Course
Where do you go for your answers to life's questions? Do you say, ”hey
Google" or ask friends, family or go to the library? Some may even read
the Bible. We are all looking for answers to life's questions! The Alpha
course has run here at
Viewfield
from
January
15th.
Participants
embarked on a journey
exploring the questions they
might have about the
Christian faith. The journey
has been breath-taking and
has far outweighed our
expectations. We expected
to be using the Viewfield Centre but numbers meant that we had to use
the main sanctuary area. Our faith clearly stretched! We had Rae as our
master of ceremonies, Jim operating the audio visual, Juline, administrator,
4 group leaders, 7 group helpers and 30 participants. The participants
were a mixture of enquirers and Refreshers. We looked at topics such as
who is Jesus and how did he die, the Bible, prayer, how to resist evil.
There were a number of highlights:
Hospitality: "Wow" was our response as we saw Church transformed into
a place that looked set up for a wedding. It was warm and inviting for our
guests. Being able to share a meal with others was a highlight getting to
know each other and essentially building relationships, which prepares the
ground to have good discussions after the video. One or two noted it was
good for them to have company with others when normally they would
have been home alone on a dark winter's night. Our meal part of the
evening was closed with a joke from Rae.
The Presentation: Each night we had an engaging video on a particular
topic. These videos were led by Nicky Gumbel. Nicky was an atheist and
a barrister. Having made a commitment to follow Jesus, he was to grow
the Alpha course to help those outwith the church walls to think about the
Christian faith. Their aim is to help all ages to hear, but in particular that it
would be accessible to 'generation Z'. The topics were introduced with
honest and down to earth testimonies, sharing Bible verses too. After the
video we broke up into groups to give the participants a chance to
respond and reflect on what had been said on the video that night.
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Away Day: We had our away
day at the hospitality suite at
East End Park, Dunfermline
on Saturday 22nd February.
It was a great day to get
away and reflect on the topic
who is the Holy Spirit and
what does he do. Rae took
the opportunity to interview
two of our group helpers and
a group leader about their
experiences of the Holy Spirit. We also enjoyed a nice buffet lunch.
The Response: As the Viewfield News goes to print, the course will
conclude on Wednesday 25th March but journeys embarked on do not
end there. One of the questions that will be asked on that final night is
"How can I make the most of the rest of my life?” Even throughout the
course people have been thinking about this question as some have made
a commitment to follow Jesus and some have made a recommitment and
others thought about what is next in their journey of faith.
Thanks: Alpha does not happen without the help of different people, for
hosting the evening, the behind the scenes administration, audio visual,
group leaders, group helpers, Joyce laying out tables and decorating. We
must not forget our catering team headed up by Nena, quietly planning
the menu, those preparing the food and for their perseverance despite the
lift breaking down. Big thanks to all those people. Thank you to all those
who have been praying with us throughout
the course. It was good to have our prayer
day in January which was helpful as we
launched the course. Most importantly glory
be to God who has been at work throughout
this course. God has answered prayer!
Fear of missing out? #fomo: Have you
missed out this time or a friend or family
member not been able to attend? Don't
worry! The alpha course will I am sure run
again! This is good opportunity to begin even
now to think about who you could invite to a
future Alpha course. #keep_praying

Phil Magee
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To the Viewfield Family Response to Coronavirus
Countrywide, we are facing the advance of the Coronavirus, and we
will all be familiar with the various news items and guidelines issued
by the Government, broadcasters and industry alike. We have
received the guidelines below from the Baptist Union of Scotland
which we pass on to you for your information.
Whilst some of us may hold differing views to those issued, we ask
that we all respect the guidelines offered to us in good faith, and do
our utmost to adhere to them as we meet as a fellowship. We may
need to reconsider the way in which we meet and greet each
other. Please respect each other's preferences.
We are taking additional measures to ensure that all surfaces,
handles etc. touched by us are cleaned on a regular basis to
minimise risk. We will not be providing hand sanitiser, but request
that you take time to wash your hands on arrival, and at other times
as appropriate, while on the premises. Please play your part.
Guidance from Baptist Union of Scotland
Do
• wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at
least 20 seconds
• always wash your hands when you get home or into work
• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available
• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not
your hands) when you cough or sneeze
• put used tissues in the bin straight away and wash your hands
afterwards
• try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell
Don't
• do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not
clean
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Georgette at Tilsley with AIM
Thank you so much for your continued prayers and
financial support for my ministry at Tilsley College. We
have a great bunch of students this year who are very
lively and supportive of each other and who are really
committed to the Lord. We’ve had some extra
students recently, who come to us for a month. They
settled in really well. I’ve had a lot of teaching this
term, Isaiah, Wisdom and Poetry, some missions classes and
Eschatology. It has been great to see the students responding to God’s
word and thinking through some challenging issues.
I was also down in Southampton
with some of the students for our
Team Evangelism week where
we worked with a church there.
It was a very busy week but we
had plenty of opportunities to
minister. The students did very
well in what they were asked to
do and were very much united
as a team. It was great to meet
the Christians there and to join
with them in their service.
The first years have just gone on placement so the college is quieter for
the moment. The second years will go on placement soon too so we’ll
have time for doing a missions week for some prospective missions
workers and time to get course descriptors and timetables finished. We
have a great team here who work together well.
We’ve been encouraged by a good number of applicants for next year.
Some have already been accepted for first year and some of the present
students have expressed interest in continuing to the next year. We are
conducting interview as people apply
and it is really encouraging to see
how the Lord is leading them to
service and study.
Every blessing,
Georgette Short
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Resourcing our Ministries
As a growing church, with new and developing ministries, an increasing
staff team, and buildings to maintain, we trust God for the provision of the
financial resources which are needed to enable our work and ministries.
As we continue to develop our ministries, and follow God’s leading to
share his love with our community, we will need increasing financial
resources, so we encourage you to prayerfully consider your giving to the
Lord’s work. Currently, about 85% of our income is provided by donations
from within the Viewfield Family.
How to give:
If you pay UK tax, please consider signing a Gift Aid Declaration. This
allows us to claim back the tax which you have already paid on your
donations, and in so doing, increases the value of your donation by 25%.
Options for giving by Gift Aid:
• set up a standing order
• make payments by BACS
• use weekly or monthly offering envelopes
By using a reference number, your donations will be confidential, with only
the Treasurer needing to know how much you are giving (in order to keep
appropriate records).
• If you prefer to give anonymously, you can set up an account with
Charities Aid Foundation (cafonline.org) or Stewardship Services
(stewardship.org.uk) who will claim the Gift Aid, then pass on your
donations (anonymously if you wish) to Viewfield or any charities of
your choice.
If you do not pay tax, you may still give by any of the above options, or you
can put cash straight into the offering bag.
Information about Church Funds:
The General Fund is used for all of our ongoing income and expenditure
for Viewfield Ministries.
Specific Funds are used to channel donations to external causes such as
our Harvest and Christmas offerings.
The Project Fund is used to raise funds for major projects (including
seeking grants). Currently we are raising funds to install Soft Play and a
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Sensory Room and establish a Community Café in the Church Hall.
For more information about any aspect of Church Finances, or to sign up
for Gift Aid, please email finance@viewfield.org.uk or speak to Evelyn
Stewart.

2 Corinthians 9:11
You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
Evelyn Stewart (finance@viewfield.org.uk | 01383 860476)

An Adventure of Faith
One of our young leaders, Jenny Turvey, has
been offered, and accepted, a place to study
at Tilsley Bible College, beginning in September
2020. Jenny’s desire in doing this is to have an
opportunity to study God’s Word, to grow in
faith and to discover and develop the gifts
which God has given her. This is a big step of
faith for Jenny, because it will involve leaving
her current employment and moving to Motherwell to live and study at the
college. She will need to pay the college fees, as well as having enough
money to cover her day to day expenses, but she will not be able to
continue earning while she is at college.
During her ten months at college, Jenny will come back to Dunfermline
from time to time and still contribute to her current commitments as a
Deacon and to the work amongst children and young people, but
obviously her contribution in these areas will be significantly reduced
during the college year.
At present Jenny’s expectation is that she will study for one year, then
return to regular employment in Dunfermline and continue with her
commitment to Christian service in Viewfield. But, of course, there is
always the possibility that God may lead her in a different direction!
Please pray for Jenny as she takes this step of faith. If you would like to
make a contribution to help with her college fees, please speak to Evelyn
Stewart (finance@viewfield.org.uk). Contributions could be a single
donation, or a regular monthly donation.

Evelyn Stewart (finance@viewfield.org.uk | 01383 860476)
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Taking Things for Granted
We take for granted when we come to Church that our service will not be
invaded by machete swinging thugs; and that there will not be someone
watching us and noting our name as we come through the door; and that
our children will come home safely from school.
I was reminded last week that around the world there are many for whom
these difficulties
are a daily occurrence.
Gareth
Mort, who has
spoken in Viewfield a couple of
times, and his wife
Katharine,
work
for Wycliffe Bible
Translators in Nigeria. They wrote
recently to say
that they had
been advised to
move from the
village where they
live
and work on
In safer times celebrating Christmas with Katherine’s dad.
Bible translation,
because of attacks and kidnappings in the area. They have moved some
distance from the troubled area.
They ask for prayer for peace for them as a family (children Eleanor and
Daniel). They have various decisions to make in the short-term as well as
being uncertain as to the long-term future of their work.
They also ask us to pray for those facing hardship as a result of the attacks, and especially for the release of all being held. This situation is of
course affecting Christian ministry in the area, so please pray for kingdom
growth as people are challenged to depend only on God when others are
looking to magical aids for protection. The phrase local Christians often
use with reference to this situation is, “only by prayer.” This year the translation team have been working on Jonah – look at Jonah 2 (especially v9).
It is only God who saves.

David Stewart
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Partnership
As a church we allocate a portion of our offering income to the work
of BMS World Mission
Partner specifically for support and prayer with:
Christine Kling in France
Working alongside the French Baptist Federation
and a local Church in Gif-sur-Yvette
Mark & Susanna Barrell in Mozambique
Mark working alongside the
Association of Mozambican Christian Lawyers on justice issues
Susanna working through the local church to
develop small business ventures with vulnerable women.
Another person working in a country in Asia
[Details from Jim or Mary-Jane Kirkland]
_________________________________
It was really good to have Christine Kling lead our service on the 23rd
February. She asked us to pray specifically for:
1. the English clubs for children; for a new English teacher after the
departure of the American missionary who had to return to the States
to care for her mum
2. the different farewell events the Action Team will put together, before
the end of March when they will leave, that could be opportunities to
share the gospel and build stronger relationships with families
3. the fellowship at Gif and particularly for the couples where the husband
is not a Christian; that with the help of Philip and Rosemary Halliday we
find the right format for inviting the spouses to a fun evening and initiate
relationships
4. our hoped-for Alpha course in September; we need at least 5 people to
sign up.
5. the next step at Gif after 2021; that a pastoral couple feel called to
come and help this small church.
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Praise for Answered Prayer
In a letter soon after her return to France, Christine shared:

“Some [prayer requests] already had been answer: an American
missionary will come for 2 months to help us with the English clubs after
the departure of the Action Team. Also a team from Hillhead Baptist
church is coming to help us with our holiday club from the 4th to 11th of
July.”
The Barrells shared the following story from Mozambique.
Susanna's friend is a paraplegic, having lost her ability to walk in late teenage
life. She lives in one room, on her bed, with her young adult son, who, having
been brought up in an institutional home, has no job and no drive to find one.
Life is about daily survival. Her only “asset” is the land she lives on, but
neighbours have seemingly taken advantage, leaving her even more
vulnerable.
Susanna was introduced to her through Mãos Ajudando (Helping Hands), a
local charity that encourages the church to reach out in both word and deed
to people living with disability, one of the people groups who are least likely to
be introduced to the living hope found in knowing Jesus. Mark went with
Helping Hands and the AMAC lawyer to visit her. As we took details it was
clear she needed legal help. Afterwards we read the Bible together and
prayed, and as this lady discussed Luke 8 and Jesus calming the storm, it
was clear that despite her circumstances, she hadn't lost hope, but continued
to have confidence in Jesus.
To be honest there are no easy answers to her long-term situation, but we,
like her, must not give up hope. AMAC are following up on her case and
Helping Hands are giving her home support, including getting her hand
propelled wheelchair fixed so she can get back to the sewing group. This is
what she needs most of all, the friendship and encouragement of those who
support and remind each other to remember where their true hope lies.

Supporting BMS World Mission
Thanks to everybody who leaves stamps in the box
situated in the foyer by the tea bar. BMS. Stamp Bureau
ask for them to be cut from the envelope with at least 1/4
inch margin all round, they sell them on to collectors and
dealers and the income raised is passed on to BMS, to
support their work of changing lives around the world,
every stamp helps.
Winnie Seaman
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Fancy something different?
Lent is a time when we are encouraged to look afresh at our faith, perhaps
taking a different perspective, and the St Margaret’s Episcopal/Rosyth
Methodist partnership are filling one of their occasional Sunday@Six slots
with an item that might appeal.
At 6.00pm on Palm Sunday, 5 April,
April we are performing Stainer’s sacred
oratorio “The Crucifixion” as an introduction to Holy Week. As in 2012,
we’ll be joined at the organ by Willie Campbell from Dunfermline Abbey,
and directed by our friend Jill Goode. Our tenor soloist will be Roy McArthur, and I’ll be singing the baritone solos. We have recruited an augmented choir, who have been rehearsing on Fridays, but any ‘spare tenors
or basses’ would be welcome, even at this late stage – drop me an email
very soon at martin@mtarr.co.uk.
“The Crucifixion” was for long an established favourite in churches
throughout the country, often alternating at Passiontide with Maunder’s
“Olivet to Calvary”. These days possibly only older friends remember it,
but it still speaks to the hearts of the listeners, and the music is sufficiently
worthwhile for the Edinburgh Royal Choral Union to be performing it twice
this March.
Stainer was a pioneer: until he wrote “The Crucifixion” there was no extended Passiontide meditation on a scale and in a musical language that
ordinary choirs could perform, and to which congregations could immediately relate. Though intentionally more modest in scale than the Bach
Passions, his meditation is modelled on the same scheme of choruses,
chorales, recitatives and arias. And the fact that there are five hymns for
congregational participation, a direct parallel to the Passion chorales,
means that you can come along and be part of the action. Hope to see
you there!

Martin Tarr

Christmas Offering
Thanks to your generosity this year's Christmas offering raised £476.50 for
local charity Dunfermline Advocacy. The charity matches local volunteers
with vulnerable adults in West Fife, to provide invaluable support and
friendship, giving each individual a chance to have their voice heard and
represented. For more information see www.dunfermlineadvocacy.org
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Celtic Worship
Band
After a sell-out concert in
Viewfield Baptist Church
in April 2019, we are delighted that this band of
highly talented singers
and musicians is coming back to help us raise
the Viewfield roof again,
on Friday 1st May. Don't
miss one of the most powerful praise times ever at Viewfield - tickets just
£10 from https://celticworship.co.uk/tour or from the church office.

Refuel20
Christian
Festival
Gordon Castle, Morayshire
Starts on Sunday evening
19th July and ending a
week later at midday on
Saturday 25th July. Up to
2,000 Christians will be there at any one time (some for a couple of nights
but most all week), to get a greater experience of God through
the fellowship, focus on God's word, powerful praise, prayer, being
ministered to and all set in the beautiful grounds of Gordon Castle. In an
area popular for holidays, there is a variety of accommodation but onsite
there are campervan pitches with hook-ups, glamping or bring your own
tent. For details: check the website www.refuelscotland.org.uk,
www.refuelscotland.org.uk pick up a
leaflet from church, or speak to David or Gill Cochrane

Editor's Note
My thanks to those who have taken the time to send contributions,
always room for more!
A pdf version of the Viewfield News is available on the Church Website at
http://www.viewfield.org.uk/media
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Witnessing Communities
As we have seen in our readings in Acts, one of the great witnesses of the Church
can be through a Christian community where selflessness and love are practised.
As well as demonstrating that as a fellowship, we can also create temporary
Christian communities such as SU Holidays and Missions.
This Easter there will be a number of these set up around the country as teams
come together to organise good quality wholesome activities or create study
space for senior pupils. Each person coming will be treated as an individual who
is special to God. Each child/young person who attends will be given attention,
love and respect. There will be opportunities for the team to share their story of
being a friend of Jesus. There will be no pressure for any of the attendees to
blindly play follow the leader.
Please prayerfully consider whether you know of anyone who would benefit from
an SU Holiday at Easter or in the summer. Sponsorship could be made available
where needed. More details at:
www.suholidays.org.uk or pick up a brochure from the tea bar or speak to David/
Evelyn Stewart or Rhona/Alistair McKinlay.
As well as the work with the children and young people there is a great ministry
amongst the teams. Serving on the team can be faith stretching and learning from
other Christians.
Please pray:
•
That many young people and children will come
•
For wisdom for the teams
•
For temporary Christian communities to be created
•
For discipleship and growth of those on the teams
•
For wisdom in decisions that may need to be made with regard to the
coronavirus

David Stewart

14

I wrote this poem out on 28/07/2019 inspired by the Holy
Spirit when praying for Scotland.
As we are at a time of crisis in Scotland at the moment it
feels the right time to share this Poem of Thanksgiving for
Scotland - Past and Present and in faith to believe that God
will prosper Scotland in the Future.
Ann Ferguson

A Poem for Scotland
Father thank you for Scotland, its beauty and majesty
which you have created.
Thank you for the culture of Scotland,
its music and dance and dress.
Thank you for the people,
who have lived and cultivated the land in Scotland,
from creation till now
Thank you for the shipbuilders, who worked on the Clyde.
Thank you for the coal miners and shale workers,
for the lorry drivers and those who work in supermarkets
for the weavers
and everyone who ever worked in Scotland.
Thank you Jesus that you:
rose again from the dead
and ascended into heaven
and now are interceding for us all at the throne of grace.
Bless Scotland Lord and bring prosperity to it,
both spiritually and materially.
Bless you Lord, Amen
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EDINBURGH:

So, some pretty exciting news. If you've not already
heard, we will be at the Usher Hall with the Foot Stomping crew and
friends, and UK evangelist J.John. We heard him there at Christmas, and
he's back again. You cannot miss this opportunity to reach your friends
with the greatest news ever, the Gospel.
Told in music by the Foot Stompers,
Stompers in
testimony by Steph Macleod,
Macleod and in
word by J.John.
J.John In partnership with the
Herald's Trust.

JustOne
6 June, Edinburgh
At the Usher Hall in association with
Canon J. John and the Herald's Trust.
Free tickets now available from our
website www.originscotland.org. Bring
a friend or 10 and hear one of the UK's
most gifted evangelists explain the Gospel
with humour and insight.

PASTOR
Rev Rae MacKenzie
07713 624087
or via the Church Office
pastor@viewfield.org.uk
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