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Christmas is a time afresh to “fix our eyes on Jesus the
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At Christmas our focus can so often be on the shopping, the
presents, the turkey, the tree, that we fail to give King Jesus
his rightful place on the throne of our heart.
John 1v14 tells us: the Word became flesh and made his

dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth.
In other wards the writer tells us that God became a human
being, and that in him we got a glimpse of what the glory of
God is all about.
Soren Kierkegaard picked up this theme when he told the
story about a prince who fell in love with a maiden of his
kingdom. But he was afraid to go to her as a prince. He
thought that if he appeared with all the symbols of majesty,
she would be awed and left with no choice but to marry him.
He didn’t want her awe. He wanted her love. And so, he
took of his princely garments and put on the clothes of a
peasant.
Then, he went to the market place where she worked, got to
know her and wooed her. He went to her as one of her own
kind, won her affection, and only then revealed to her who he
really was.
There is no doubt that the God who loves us took on our
nature and became one of us in order to communicate with
us. Who could withstand the glory of the Almighty? God had
to empty himself of that as we are told in Philippians 2 and
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take on the form of a human being. It was through this special human
being that the fullness of God was revealed to us. And now we know him.

This Christmas let us fix our eyes on Jesus the author and perfecter of
our faith. Hebrew 12
Thank you so much for all your encouragement and support in 2019. God
has been at work in so many exciting ways. Let’s continue to give him all
the glory.
Have a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year!

Rae

Fellowship News
Since the last issue we have been pleased to welcome into
membership Ann Ferguson, Sandra Morgan, Dougie Semple, Isobel
Semple, Kirsty Simcock, Mark Simcock, Anne Clayton and David
Cochrane.
We were saddened to learn of the passing of Ann Courtney earlier this
month, we remember the family and friends in prayer.

Regular at Viewfield? – Keep Informed!
The Viewfield Directory is open to everyone who attends Viewfield or considers

themselves part of the Viewfield Family. If you would like to be included,
please complete a GDPR Consent Form which is available at the teabar,
or speak to Joe Fisher. Access to the online Directory and copies of the
paper directory will only be made available to people who have their own
entry in the Directory.
On completion of a GDPR form you will be sent a welcome email with
information on how to access "Your ChurchBox Account". This will enable
you to access up to date contact details for other people in the Viewfield
congregation. The system also allows you to update your own details.
We encourage you to use this if you can, but paper copies of the Directory
will still be available on request from the Church Office.
We would also encourage those in the Directory to add a photograph to
aid identification. If you need help with this, or any other aspect of
ChurchBox, please contact the church office in the first instance.
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Georgette at Tilsley with AIM
We’ve had an action packed few months at
Tilsley College since we started the new term in
September.
The students have settled in well and have been
enthusiastic and committed in class and
ministry. It is a very busy programme for the
first years but they have handled it well. The
course is quite practical so the first years had a
mission trip to Romania and the second years to France as well as team
evangelism weeks in Newcastle and London.
I’ve been teaching less than usual this term, a Kings and Exile course, one
on Missionary Life as well as some shorter courses on learning and
knowing yourself. I’ve been glad of that because it has helped me to
settle in as Academic Dean. I’m getting to grips with timetabling and
organising assignments as well as attending more meetings than before.
We also had an inspection by one of our accrediting bodies which
involved a lot of preparation but the inspector was happy with how we
were doing and only asked for one action point to be taken. I’ve been
very much aware of the Lord strengthening and enabling me in some new
and challenging situations.
As well as Tilsley, I have also spoken at two ladies’ conferences and a few
other meetings this term. It has been great to have this opportunity and to
meet some amazing people. I have learned so much about the Lord’s
grace as I’ve prepared and interacted with different people. It has been a
great blessing.
I’m looking forward to spending a bit of time at home over Christmas and
celebrating Jesus’ birth.
I wish you all a very happy
Christmas and pray that Jesus will
come into your life in a new way as
he did so long ago in Bethlehem.
Every blessing,
Georgette Short
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Alpha at Viewfield
Wednesday is the new Friday! What do I
mean by that? You are out for the evening
with good food, good conversation and
good company. But it does not all end
there. Add into mix an opportunity to
explore and ask questions about the
Christian faith in a non judgemental way,
you get the Alpha Course.
Happening in January 2020 is the Alpha Course at Viewfield Baptist
Church. It will be running on Wednesdays from the 15th January to 26th
March 7-9pm. (With an Away Day on Saturday 22nd February.)
Who can come?
We can invite our friends, families and neighbours, work colleagues,
acquaintances. It might be you go along to a club or a choir or amateur
theatre and there may be people from there you can invite. If you are
inviting them then why not come along with them too. It is also an
opportunity to consider the basics of faith.
Share your story
If you are considering inviting someone it might be that you will have to
have brave conversations but as Rae said in a sermon recently people are
keen to share their own stories, you begin by asking them what their story
is and then they might ask you yours, there is your opportunity to take.
How can I get involved?
Glad you asked! We are looking for people to lead and assist with group
discussions. (Training will be provided on Saturday 4th January) We are
looking for helpers to assist with setting up and cleaning up. If you can
help with any of these please contact the office.
Also we will need help on the hospitality team if you can help please speak
to Nena.
So plenty of ways to help, but most importantly as said above we can
invite people. We have plenty of fliers that you can use to invite people
that are available from the tea bar or the office. We have currently got a
handful of posters, so if you feel there are businesses that would be happy
to put them up, please let the office know.
If you are on social media, there are alpha videos (that have been shared
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on Sunday morning services) that can be used to share on Facebook or
Twitter to give you an opportunity to mention the alpha course.
How can I pray?
The most important task is to pray as we need God's help as we venture
on this course. Pray for group leaders, hospitality, publicity, those
welcoming, friendships, most importantly for good opportunities to
consider Jesus, pray for us on Wednesday nights if you can't be involved,
we need pray-ers! If you are like me and forget, why not use a reminder
on your phone to pray for alpha at a time suitable for you. I can't wait to
hear how God answers prayers! Please note some time on our prayer and
praise day on Wednesday 8th January will be set aside to pray for alpha.
Register your interest
Above all be sure to register for the course if
you are planning to come and also those you
are inviting. Ideally we would like to know for
hospitality purposes by the 5th January.
Registration forms are available on the tea bar.
#TRYALPHA
Phil Magee

Recently, at one of our Care Home Services, we used what is commonly
known as the Lord's Prayer, and I was struck by the realisation how
seldom we use this prayer in church now. Actually reflection confirmed
minimal use in my last two churches. Of course people like me who have
been following Jesus for a long time are well versed in scripture, we know
how to pray and what to pray for; or could we be victims of complacency?
I was reminded that Jesus guidance to the disciples in Matthew 6 set out
a shape for prayer, a shape that in its simplest description covers
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adoration and supplication; recognising God's majesty, thanking Him for
His continuing generosity and asking for His intervention in the present
and the future. Praise and prayer. However it seemed to me that most of
we Christians, like myself, are more frequent and perhaps more
comfortable when gathered to pray with asking God for His intervention
than we are with offering Him our praise, at least with our words.
Conversely we are generally very comfortable with releasing our praise in
sung worship.
Consequently I remembered a time in my past worship experience when
sung praise and prayer were used in combination and found to be a good
way of advancing congregational corporate prayer; in the process coming
closer to Jesus’ original guidance.
All of the foregoing just offers background to the Praise and Prayer Day
planned for the 8th of January 2020, where at three different times during
the day there will be opportunities to gather to praise God, recognising
how he has met with us over the past year and praying for His direction
and powerful presence with us during 2020. Details for the day will be
given at Sunday worship but the following is a brief outline.
• 07.00 – 08.00
• 12.30 – 13.30
• 19.30 – 21.00

morning session
lunchtime session
evening session

Having progressed thus far in thoughts for the Praise and Prayer Day, I
was reminded that fellowship was an important ingredient in the strong
family atmosphere at Viewfield. Consequently each praise and prayer
session will start with a short time for food and fellowship, followed by
opportunities for both sung praise and prayer. However, only the evening
session will have musical accompaniment along Sunday worship lines.
The morning and lunchtime sessions will have an eclectic printed song
sheet to allow either led or spontaneous unaccompanied sung worship.
There will also be printed prayer point suggestions for all sessions, if
required.
2020 has all the makings of a spiritually exciting year in the Viewfield part
of the body of Christ, his church; with Alpha launching so soon after the
Prayer Day and the development of vision ministries advancing. Therefore
it would be really important that as many as possible attend one or more
of the sessions so that we can raise a concert of praise and prayer to
Almighty God.
Thank you, Brian McCarthy
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Some
extracts
from
Dunfermline
Foodbank Newsletter: Issue No.22 –
December 2019
The figures from Dunfermline Foodbank
are a 22% increase on the same period
last year. The charity believes the local
increase is due to people struggling with
continued issues with benefit payments;
issues with Universal Credit such as the five-week wait; insecure work or
lack/reduction in available local government support, etc.
Dunfermline Foodbank said:

“No one in the West Fife area should need a food bank’s help and we want
to see an end to local people needing emergency food at all. It doesn’t
have to be this way - our benefits system is supposed to protect us all
from being swept into poverty. Universal Credit should be part of the
solution but currently the five week wait is leaving many without enough
money to cover the basics. This isn’t right. Until we reach a future where
food banks are no longer needed, we’ll continue to provide vital support
when it matters most. We’re dedicated to ensuring that people in our
community without enough money for food are able to access emergency
support. Our vital work in the community has only been possible in the last
year because of the incredible generosity shown by local people in
donating food, time and funds. Thank you.”
The running costs for Dunfermline Foodbank are raised locally to
enable them to continue their work. The foodbank welcomes any
offers of help in terms of volunteering but also with funding – local
businesses, organisations and individuals interested in supporting the
Dunfermline Foodbank’s work can find out more at:
www.dunfermline.foodbank.org.uk

Facebook post 9 December 2019
Dunfermline Foodbank has five outlets in West Fife. Inverkeithing, Rosyth,
Dunfermline, Cowdenbeath and Benarty. We have a central distribution
warehouse in Elgin Street Industrial Estate which date checks the
donations and issues items in date rotation to ensure we have very little
waste.
The distribution centre opens Monday/Wednesday and Friday from 4-6pm.
Today the very generous people of West Fife donated 1,300 kg of food in
the two hour opening slot. That is equivalent to 2,600 bags of Pasta
(500g).
Absolutely astonishing philanthropy!
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Phil and Juline Magee
wish all our friends a
happy Christmas and New Year.
Most importantly that you will
know the presence of Emmanuel
(God with us)
To everyone in the
fellowship a happy and
blessed Christmas and every
blessing for the New Year.
Isobel & Dougie
Semple.
Semple
To all at Viewfield God's rich
blessings for
Christmas and the New Year
with much love from
Rosaline Brown.

'Wishing peace, love, joy
and hope to all at Christmas.'
Fred & Sandra Wyatt

Wishing all our friends at
Viewfield a Christmas and
New Year filled with Joy
and Peace. With love from
Nena, Mick and Jo

Donations in lieu of cost of cards, etc will be given to our Christmas
Offering. Donations can be put in the offering at any time in an enve8

Sandy and Mary McLean
wish all their Viewfield family a
very happy and joyful Christmas
season and God's richest blessings
as we move forward together in
2020. We praise God for His
goodness in the past year.
Jim & MaryMary- Jane Kirkland
wish you a peaceful Christmas
and much joy in 2020

Wishing all our Church
family a blessed Christmas
and good health and
happiness in 2020.
Love Lin and Bert xx

Hamish & Eleanor
wish their Viewfield family
every blessing for
Christmas and 2020

lope marked "Christmas Offering". If you are a UK tax payer, your
gift can be increased by 25% by using one of the Gift Aid envelopes
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Dunfermline Advocacy
This year our Christmas Offering cause is Dunfermline Advocacy. If you
will not be at the Christmas Day service and would like to support this
cause, please place your donation in an envelope marked "Christmas
Offering" and put it in the offering at any time over the next month or so.
Remember to use a Gift Aid envelope (available at the tea bar) if you are a
UK tax payer.

What We Do
Dunfermline Advocacy provides support for Citizen Advocacy partnerships
across West Fife. Citizen Advocacy matches local volunteers with
vulnerable adults in the community to provide invaluable support and
friendship, giving each individual a chance to have their voice heard and
represented.

Building Relationships.
Citizen Advocates aim to
build lasting meaningful
connections
and
mutually
beneficial
relationships with our
advocacy partners. For
many
people
their
Citizen Advocate is the
only person not paid to
be in their life and here
the impact of having a
friend
cannot
be
overstated.

Providing Support.
Citizen Advocates provide essential support for local people at key times
of vulnerability and need. A key part of many partnerships is the support
Advocates provide, whether by ensuring their partner has the information
they need to make choices, by sharing activities to widen opportunities
and by ensuring their partner understands the legal processes they are
part of.

Giving People a Voice.
Citizen Advocates speak up for those who may not otherwise have their
needs represented and promoted. Supporting someone to have their say,
or speaking up on their behalf can happen in many ways, from support to
ask for small things at home to speaking up in formal meetings which
could include statutory proceedings like a mental health tribunal.
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Citizen Advocates are volunteers from all walks of life who want to help
others in their community. They are a friend, an ally and a spokesperson
and they take time out of their busy lives to support people who may not
otherwise be able to put their own interests forward. Advocates may help
their partner with practical support and advice, or just be someone to turn
to for moral support.
Advocacy Partners are vulnerable adults looking for support and someone
to speak up for them. Partners are generally people with learning
disabilities or other issues that mean they may risk isolation, social
exclusion or unfair treatment. Partners may also have a mental health
need, physical disability or long-term (chronic) health condition that means
they are at risk of being unable to safeguard their rights. Partners may be
people living independently, in long-term care or in supported housing.
An Advocacy Relationship is a mutual partnership in which the
Advocate’s sole loyalty is to their partner. It is not a service provided to the
person with a disability but a relationship of friendship and support
between two individuals.

Further information: www.dunfermlineadvocacy.org

Five short prayers for
Advent and Christmas by Lynne Newland
(https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/advent-and-christmas/)

1.
Jesus our Prince of Peace, we pray that every time a carol is
sung, a Christmas greeting spoken, a nativity play performed, that your
name be honoured and glorified and that hard hearts be melted to receive you afresh. Amen
2.
Lord Jesus, from the repetitive muzak carols heard in every shop
and supermarket to the frantic shopping for glitzy gifts, may we, your disciples, be ready to grasp every opportunity to share the true meaning of
Christmas with others.. Amen
3.
Lord Jesus, as we await your coming, help us to look for you in
the hoodie on our estate, the beggar on the street, the outcasts in our
society and open our hearts to love others as you do. Amen
4.
As people strip away the Christmas wrappings may they find your
precious gift of love within. Come Lord Jesus, Advent is ending. Amen
5.
Lord, I pray that your Spirit of truth and love will fill the hearts of
those for whom Christmas has no meaning.. Amen

Submitted by David Stewart
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In Church Partnership with Viewfield
Christine Kling in France
As we anticipate Christine’s visit in February here are
some insights into her work & life from a recent
update.
Christine, how to say green in Arabic?
(John) is the youngest of the 24 children attending the
English club. He is full of joy and life and we were not
sure of how to manage his energy. But week after
week, we have been building trust with him. Even
though he seems to be playing all the time, he is
listening to the conversations. The presence of the
action team will help us a great deal to manage the stress and workload,
and (John) was so happy to meet them. Immediately he wanted to share
some words in Arabic with them. We were learning the name of the
colours in English and he wanted to
tell them that, his favourite colour is
green in Arabic. I was not able to help
him, because my Arabic is limited to a
few words, but I was pleased he felt
so welcomed and at ease to
contribute to the conversations.

In the picture: children having fun, making a spider.
In October we restarted the English club for adults and we have welcomed
new people, some are parents of children from the English club. We now
have people coming from different cultures and faiths: Muslim, Catholic,
Agnostic, Buddhist and Atheist. Looking at the group during our first
session in October, I was amazed by the direction this club is taking. We
have managed to create a place of tolerance and peace, where people
can meet and discuss all sort of topics, and in my view it is the mandate of
the church to create and to offer places for friendly and peaceful dialogue.
I am still juggling between my different roles: project management,
chaplaincy and church "re-planting". My weeks are, as you imagine, very
busy but I'm still attending the athletics club twice a week. Sport helps
me to cope with the workload. This year I am a little bit more involved in
the coaching as the new coach is available only once a week. I'm also
following an online training about sport and health. The aim is to develop
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activities for people returning from long term disease or suffering from
chronic diseases.
Many medical studies have shown the positive
psychological and physical impact of sport on people with a health
condition. Obviously for a pastor it makes sense to be engaged in this sort
of program, to offer people a way to return to normal life.
We have been speaking for weeks about religion, God, what I believe and
so on. Last week, speaking to one of the adults in the English class, a
good friend of one of the Action Team last year, I was both surprised and
hopeful when she told me, "If I believe in God, I will come to your church,
because it seems to me an open-minded place". During my theological
studies, creating the sort of church in which people feel welcomed and
belong, was one of my favourite topics. So despite the church is growing
slowly, I take courage from these feedbacks, when people are telling me "I
like your welcome” and “I am grateful for how you cared about my
husband's health problems” and “I like the
open minded discussion". The people who
visit our church know that it is a simple and
basic place but it is a welcoming space.
Recently it was painted, the room feels nicer
and the space looks like what I had in mind:
a coffee corner, and seats in a semi circle
facing the singer and the preacher.
The main topic for the following weeks will obviously be Christmas. For the
Action Team it may be the most difficult period of their time in France.
They will have to learn many new things in a very short space of time.
They will have to work with many new people and often out of their comfort
zone. So please pray for :
• French learning, that the team can make the best of the French
lessons.
• the Christmas event: songs, play etc that we make the right choice
and create the right content to speak to a culture which does not
know what Christmas is about.
• energy, team spirit and good connection with people when we will
go on the streets and on the markets to invite people.
• our small church, that we keep building bridges with the community
and that everyone in our small church feels at ease to witness the
good news of Jesus.
Many thanks for your prayers
Christine Kling
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Be careful out there
The internet has been around for a long time now and like everything else
it can be used for good and for wrong. There are people who make a
living out of “conning” people. Recently both at work and in the Church
we have had a spate of emails pretending to be someone important.
The first email may say something like “Can you contact me” or “I need a
favour.” In the Church’s case the email will look as if it has come from
Rae. If you were to respond, you would get a reply that says something
like “I need to get Amazon gift cards for some patients going through
cancer at the hospital, but I can’t do that right now because I’m currently
busy. Can you get them from any store around you right now?” You
would then be told where to send the gift cards.
Hopefully, if you have received such an email, you realised that this was a
confidence trickster at work!
If you responded, but then didn’t pay up because you realised it was a
scam, I believe there to have been no danger in having replied, as there
were no ‘nasties’ embedded in the email.
However, that doesn’t mean that all such links will be safe. Hopefully you
will already have properly-updated internet security software, giving you a
‘firewall’ (to keep hackers out) and protection against viruses, spam and
ransomware, but you still need to take sensible precautions!
Make sure that you look twice at any odd emails you get that appear to
be from a friend, and ask yourself whether they would write in that way. If
in doubt, look at the address that the email actually came from.
If you are in doubt, don’t click anywhere in the incoming message.
message
Create a separate email to your friend, asking them whether their email
request was genuine. In nearly all cases, the scam comes from someone
pretending to be your friend, rather than a hacker who has taken over your
friend’s email address. Or you could text or phone your friend.
Similarly, don’t open any attachment contained in the email.
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If the email comes from a company, use your browser to find the
company’s correct domain name, and check that the email came from
that domain.
domain Be very careful that the detail of the spelling and punctuation
is identical!
Don’t under any circumstances part with money unless you know
exactly where it’s going!
Similarly, don’t part with any personal information without good cause.
Don’t be panicked into taking action.
action There will be a reason for your
concern, and it’s worth thinking twice before doing anything – when you’re
driving a computer rather than a car, there’s nothing that ever requires
immediate action!
More information at https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/scam-emails.
Should you ever lose money to a scam, help others by reporting it at
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/reporting-fraud-and-cyber-crime or call
ActionFraud on 0300 123 2040.
David Stewart

With grateful thanks to Martin Tarr for providing the bulk of this article.

Supporting BMS World Mission
Used postage stamps may seem of little value to us, but
they are worth a good deal to Baptist World Mission in
their work both here and overseas.
Message from the BMS Stamp Bureau: “In the last

financial year, which ended in October, we passed
£13,500 to BMS which is a little down on the previous
year but still a substantial amount. We could not do this
without your continued support and thank you for remembering
us.” (Winnie adds her thanks to the Viewfield congregation.)
Christmas is a great time to make a special effort because of the variety of
stamps on offer.
Please leave a wide margin of envelope around each stamp (at least 1 cm/
½ inch) and put them in the plastic container in the room to the side of the
tea bar, or hand them to Winnie Seaman who sorts them on our behalf.
Be careful not to damage the stamps as they are sold on to collectors.
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Being responsible citizens
I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them;
intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them. Pray this way for
kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet
2:1--2
lives marked by godliness and dignity.” 1 Tim 2:1
By the time you read this, the result of the election will be known. Some
people will be pleased, others will be concerned. You may think that the
person “running” the country is the right person for this time, or you may
think that they are going to take us in the wrong direction.
Irrespective of the result, we are called to pray for our leaders, and in faith
believe that God hears and answers prayer.
The world we live in is quick to judge and to express disappointment, but
we as God’s people are called to be different - we are called to be people of
blessing and honour. We are to follow in the footsteps of the Good
Samaritan and get alongside people who the world might expect us to
cross the road to avoid.
We are also called to be people of morality and integrity. In this day and
age, there is so much information available to us, but how much of it is
“fake news”? Do we check our sources before passing on “facts”? Do we
go and ask people who work in, or are involved with the areas that the
“facts” are about? What does our social media footprint look like? Are our
twitter profiles, Facebook pages, etc. glorifying to God? Do we pass on
posts, emails, tweets, etc. which are not wholesome? What about the
things we say? Do they build up and not pull down? Do we criticise
instead of praying?
We are called to be a people of prayer - praying with perseverance , for
Westminster, the Scottish Parliament, the European Parliament and for our
local council. Whilst doing that, let’s ensure that we are not hypocrites. Let
us make sure we bring Glory to God in all we do.

PASTOR
Rev Rae MacKenzie
07713 624087
or via the Church Office
pastor@viewfield.org.uk
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