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1 Thessalonians 5v11: “Therefore encourage one another and
build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”
This is an exciting season to be part of, the Viewfield family as
God is on the move. I believe completely that God has
brought us together for such a time as this to serve God in
these days. I also believe God has greater things in store as
we move on in faith and obedience.
Fred Catherwood once said: “The church should be a
community of encouragement.” As we reflect on our calling
as believers and as the local church we should always seek to
encourage one another and build each other up.
Tony Campolo said "Building up one another is a God-given

responsibility. The Scripture admonishes us to enter into a
ministry of 'edification' or uplifting. That means when people
are down, we are supposed to pick them up; when they feel
like nothing, we are supposed to make them feel like
something special; when they feel worthless, we are
supposed to make them feel infinitely precious."
There is a man in the life of the early church who is not
remembered as an awesome preacher or a visionary leader
but rather by one thing: Wherever he goes he encourages
people.
His name is Joseph the Levite. He was given the nickname
Barnabas. In Acts 4v36: we are told his name means ‘son of
encouragement,’ what a great nickname. He sought to
encourage others. He was generous of Spirit and full of
goodness. He believed in people and he cheered them on.
Barnabas had a very important ministry and he is mentioned
at least twenty five times in the book of Acts and another five
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times in the Epistles. As a person he was generous with his giving (Acts
4v37), he encouraged Paul is his early service for the Lord (Acts 9v23-27),
he mentored people, he gave them a second chance (Acts 15v36-41). He
was a blessing and an encouragement to the Church.
We are told in Hebrews 3v13 “But encourage one another daily, as long as
it is called today.” The Church should be a community of encouragement,
a team of people who journey together encouraging one another, as we
partner in the Gospel.
I thank God that this is something that this church is doing. But let’s strive
to do it better. Let’s consider how we as family can encourage and build
each other so that we grow in grace and in effectiveness in our ministry
and mission, all to the glory of God.

Rae

Fellowship News
Since our last Viewfield News we have been pleased to welcome
David & Ruth MacKenzie, Scott & Kim MacKenzie, Jim & Margaret
Leiper and Gui Freddi into membership of the Church.
We have also rejoiced with the McKinlay family in the dedication of
Craig (24/3/19) and the McGiffen family in the dedication of Kian
and Freya (14/4/19).

Regular at Viewfield? – Keep Informed!
If you have completed a GDPR form and given permission for us to contact you
by email, then you should have received an email with the heading "Your
ChurchBox Account". This is an invitation to access your account which will allow
you to use the Viewfield Directory online. This means that you can access up to
date contact details for other people in the Viewfield congregation. The system
also allows you to update your own details. We encourage you to use this if you
can, but paper copies of the Directory will still be available on request from the
Church Office. If you have not received the email (which was sent to most people
on 17 May), please check your spam folder, and if you still can't find it, please
contact the Church Office.
The Viewfield Directory is open to everyone who attends Viewfield or considers
themselves part of the Viewfield Family. If you would like to be included, please
complete a GDPR Consent Form which is available at the teabar, or speak to Joe
Fisher. Access to the online Directory and copies of the paper directory will only
be made available to people who have their own entry in the Directory.
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Fellowship Group Trip to Oban
On Friday 26 April nine of our group, and two very welcome hangers on,
travelled to Oban for a weekend break, meeting up at Tyndrum for lunch.
The weather forecast had been a bit hit and miss but we enjoyed beautiful
days and calm waters. On Saturday we were on the go early to catch the
ferry over to the beautiful Isle of Mull. Our cars came too so we had
freedom to do as we liked in our own time. One car visited Tobermory
and enjoyed the music festival which was happening all weekend and the
other two motored down through beautiful scenery to Fionnphort where
we caught the wee ferry over to Iona. We visited the famous Abbey and
were most impressed by its beauty and the peace we experienced there.
It was built on the site of the monastery which was founded in the year
563AD by Columba and his friends who came from Ireland, and it became
an influential centre for the spread of Christianity in Scotland. A great day
enjoyed by all, and thankfully no one was seasick.
We were joined for dinner both evenings by two of our group who were in
Oban for a week’s holiday. After dinner each evening some of us enjoyed
the entertainment provided at the hotel and two of our number, who shall
remain anonymous to spare their blushes, even managed to command
the dance floor!!
On Sunday morning we attended Oban Baptist Church. The fellowship
there had decided to trial a Fellowship Group Sunday and we gatecrashed, but it was ironic that we, as a fellowship group, should attend on
that particular Sunday. Each group had a table to sit around and we were
welcomed by all and assigned one. Breakfast was laid out at each table
and the service began with eating together then we had an ice breaker
game. A time of discussion followed based on a PRAYER JOURNEY:
ADORATION – giving God praise for who He is; THANKSGIVING expressing gratitude for what He has done; INTERCESSION – lifting up
others' needs and praying for His intervention; PETITION – personal
requests for His peace/power/presence. We finished with a time of
prayer. It was a new venture, and the feedback from them appeared to
be positive, so no doubt it will be repeated.
Nothing was planned for the afternoon so we did our own thing, and most
of us began with a visit to McCaig's Tower, which is high up on a hill
overlooking Oban, to enjoy the wonderful views over the bay and out to
the islands beyond. Two of our number enjoyed a trip to Inverary Jail.
Monday saw us heading home, each car by a different route. Ours went
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to Killin and over the hills via Glen Quaiche and on to Crieff for a meal.
Everyone had a wonderful time and we praise God for His wonderful
creation which was ours to enjoy and for his provision which allowed us to
have this time away together.
This was our third weekend trip as a group the first time being to
Rothesay, Isle of Bute visiting Mount Stewart house and travelling around
the island in an open top bus and the second to Durham where we
enjoyed Durham Cathedral, Beamish Museum and Alnwick Castle and
Gardens. Where to next? Who knows, but God willing we will be
planning another.

Mary McLean

Craft Fair
The next Craft Fair will be on Saturday 13th July in the Church Hall
from 12-3.30pm.
The charity supported this time will be Vision Romania.
Romania Please
come along to support this cause or just have a free cuppa and
enjoy fellowship.
If anyone knows a crafter who would like to have a stall please
contact Lin Connon (linconnon@hotmail.co.uk or t01383730693)
also please tell friends and family about the event. It's an
opportunity to buy unusual gifts. The fudge lady is already booked!!
Lin Connon

Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal
Many of you already know that I recently resigned as Area Coordinator for the above charity. I had served in this role for over 11
years, but changing circumstances and physical problems lead to my
decision.
I will, however, still be involved in sending shoebox gifts to children, by
helping Jim and Margaret in their work with Vision Romania. Please
continue to pray and support this work of sending gifts of love to
children who may feel that they are unloved and forgotten.
Gillian Hall
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Bringing faith in Christ and
the life only he can provide

Holding my camera to help lift their burden
BMS weekly update, 30 May 2019
Filming BMS World Mission projects around the world is never a vacation.

Ninety-seven square miles of UN tarpaulin tents, 270,000 exhausted
people, hungry widows and children, 30 degree heat. Life turns at a
horrific pace for people fleeing South Sudan’s ongoing civil war. With a
camera in your hand, what would you film? Would you film at all? BMSsupported workers are bringing transformation to this environment every
day. I had the privilege of filming it and I’ve seen it working. Even though
the task seems unimaginable, the joy of knowing that BMS-supported
Christians from South Sudan and Uganda are working towards a better
future is astounding.
The filming I did became BMS’ new video for the 2019 Harvest Appeal.
My experience of being in the camps has tested my faith and inspires my
need to tell the stories of those who shouldn’t be forgotten. Through this
video I hope to express a fraction of what BMS is doing in the South
Sudan crisis and all over the world. We need to do something so that they
don’t carry the load alone. We need to help.
Watch today : https://bmsworldmission.cmail19.com/t/d-l-piikdld-btuykhhj-i/

Jacob Barrell, Filmmaker and Designer, BMS Wold Mission
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Give us also springs of water
Irrigate this land, we pray, Lord.
Let springs of living water flow that this dry,
parched nation might sprout and grow,
flourish and blossom,
bearing fruit for generations to come and for your glory.
Where we have hoarded your goodness in buckets of selfish conceit,
forgive us our pride, Father.
Where we have looked on parched land and doubted that we would ever
see fruitfulness,
forgive us our faithlessness, Lord Jesus.
Where we have sought to control and maintain the wells of our own
construction,
forgive us our arrogance, Holy Spirit.
Give us also springs of water, oh Giver of good gifts.
And Lord, in this season:
let our hearts know refreshment in your Word and your presence,
Our families grow in the knowledge of you,
and our churches be known as communities of grace
and bearers of truth.
Let our villages, towns and cities flourish
and our Union be known as one that listens humbly and speaks boldly.
Let this nation be marked by generosity,
kindness and prosperity for those on the margins.
Let the world hear the good news and the nations turn to you.
Irrigate this land, we pray, oh Lord.
Let springs of living water flow through this nation
that this dry, parched nation might sprout and grow,
flourish and blossom, bear fruit for generations to come.
For in Jesus’ name we come with boldness, Amen
A prayer used by Alan Donaldson, General Director,
at the West Fife Baptist Churches Celebration marking
150 years of the Baptist Union of Scotland
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Georgette at Tilsley with AIM
We are now approaching the end of the academic
year at Tilsley College. Graduation is on June 21st and
is always a great time of celebration. It has been a
busy year but has seen God at work in the lives of our
students. For the first years a highlight was their
placements earlier in the year which helped them to
think through what the Lord might want them to do in
the future. They went to place as far apart as Italy and India as well as
different parts of the UK.
The second and third
years are on placement at
the moment in slightly less
far-flung places such as
Glasgow and Ayrshire. A
number of the students are
thinking of going into fulltime Christian service after
college while others are
going on to further study
when they finish at Tilsley.
Over the summer we as staff will be having some holiday time but will also
have the opportunity to prepare for next year. I will be attending the AIM
Home Assignment Conference in July. AIM Europe is facing a serious
financial challenge at the moment and as some of you may have heard,
Ruth Box has been made redundant as part of the cost-cutting measures.
At the moment, we do not know what other changes may take place in
the future but please pray for AIM and for Ruth as she seeks God’s will for
the future. The numbers applying for next year are low at the moment so
we would be grateful for your prayers about this too. My financial position
is also rather precarious. Please pray for this and come and speak to me
if you are in a position to help.
Thank you for your on-going interest,
prayers and support for my ministry
at Tilsley. It is great to know that you
are with me in this.
Every blessing,
Georgette Short
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Developing our Vision at Viewfield
Background
In 2016 we completed a substantial Building Development Project which
included a new entrance and toilets, as well as a full refurbishment of our
Sanctuary, to provide a flexible multi-purpose space. The main church
building is now fully accessible with a ramped access to the main entrance
on East Port, a lift, and a small car park which gives easy access especially
for people with mobility difficulties. Since then we have had increased use
of our premises by community groups including concerts, conferences and
children’s classes such as Jo Jingles.
Following the induction of our new Pastor, Rev Rae MacKenzie, in August
2018, the church has been steadily growing, and we are keen to use our
buildings to provide facilities for the benefit of the Dunfermline Community.
Development Projects
At our last Church Meeting on 24 April, we committed in principle to the
following three projects, and are now researching the detail of what is
needed, and how they might be implemented and funded.
1. to install Soft Play equipment, a Sensory Room and Community Café in
the hall
2. to employ a Children and Families Worker (part time or full time)
3. to provide a drop-in facility for vulnerable people, possibly in partnership
with an agency such as Bethany Christian Trust
Community Café with Soft Play and Sensory Room
The purpose of this project would be to provide a place in the town centre
where families can relax and allow their children to play without charge. As
far as we are aware at
present,
there
are
currently no Sensory
Room facilities in West
Fife which are open to
the general public. Our
plan is to install Soft Play
equipment along the
side of the hall, and
provide
sensory
equipment in the former
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disabled toilet close by. We would hope
that the Sensory Room would be
appreciated by all families with young
children, but also that it would be
particularly beneficial for children, young
people, and perhaps adults with
additional needs.
Along with this, we hope to establish an
affordable café in the hall so that parents
can have refreshments while their
children play. The tables and chairs will
be able to be cleared away so that the
main part of the hall can still be used by
church and community groups e.g.
Toddler Groups, Children’s Church,
Scout groups, Sensory Sessions, Doodle and Splat, conferences etc.
To complete this project, in addition to the installation of play equipment,
we will also need to refurbish our kitchen, and purchase tables and other
equipment.
Children and Families Worker
Our desire is not simply to provide a facility for the community, but to make
contact with families and share God's love with them. We would,
therefore, love to be able to employ a Children and Families worker who
would:
• have time to spend with families who use our facilities, whether at our
existing Toddler Groups, or when the café, soft play and sensory room
are open to the public, providing support particularly to families who may
be struggling, whether with caring for a disabled child, or loneliness etc.
• head up a team of volunteers to develop missional activities, and build
relationships with families, seeking opportunities to share our faith with
them
• co-ordinate our existing “pop up mission” events which we have been
running four times a year since 2017 - these events have already been
attracting good numbers of unchurched children, and we would hope to
see that grow as we make contact with new families
• be involved in Children's Church, in particular assisting in the
development of a missional focus
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DropDrop- in Facility for vulnerable people
We aspire to provide a drop-in facility in The Garage (a converted outhouse
to the rear of Church Centre), initially one day per week, maybe on a
Tuesday between the hours of 11.00 and 2.00pm. There will be an
associated preparation and clear up time.
The drop-in will be for vulnerable people, initially offering refreshments,
friendship, a place of safety and hopefully, in time, we would seek to offer
support and encouragement in a variety of ways.
In order to deliver this facility, we will need to ensure that we comply with
all appropriate regulations. To do that, we will need to align ourselves in
partnership with an appropriate organisation who are experienced in this
field who will ensure that we are made aware of our responsibilities to legal
and regulatory guidelines.
We will need to employ a Supervisor who would work very closely with our
volunteers, leading and guiding them through all the planning and
preparation stages of set-up in the couple of months prior to the agreed
launch date, and thereafter the supervisor would be with us when we are
open, to assist us in the provision of the drop-in facility.
There are costs in delivering the drop-in facility, namely:
• Supervisor’s salary
• Set-up costs e.g. decoration, flooring, lighting, equipment, promotional
material
• Running costs e.g. food and hygiene
Practical Support
If we are to develop these ideas, we need more people to get involved in
the research, promotion and development of the projects. If you would like
to help with this, please speak to Rae (pastor@viewfield.org.uk) or to Joe
Fisher (secretary@viewfield.org.uk).
Finance
We do have some “savings” and a legacy which could help towards these
projects, and we will be applying for grants from the Baptist Union of
Scotland and other grant awarding trusts, but we will need to raise more
money ourselves, and significantly increase our regular monthly income in
order to maintain existing and new ministries, as we seek to serve our
community and share the Good News of God’s love with the people we
contact.
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With a growing congregation and a
commitment to our vision, our donation
income has been growing over the last
year. Our donation income for the year
to March 2019 was 24% higher than the
previous year. In April/May 2019 our
monthly income has increased by a
further 18%, which is very encouraging,
and takes us more than half way towards our budgeted goal of a 32%
increase.
Please give prayerful consideration to whether you are able to increase
your giving, or to begin giving to the church, in order to help towards the
financial requirements of these developments. If you are a UK tax payer,
please consider signing up to the Gift Aid Scheme which allows us to claim
tax back and increase the value of your donation by 25%. For more
information about this, or to request weekly or monthly offering envelopes,
or to give by standing order or BACS, please speak to Evelyn Stewart or
email finance@viewfield.org.uk.
Evelyn Stewart

Sunday Fellowship Lunch
On Sunday 24th March, 39 friends from the church met in the Elgin
Hotel for lunch. This was the second of our lunches together and
there was a significant increase in the numbers attending. Everyone
enjoyed the lunch and the opportunity to chat in an informal setting.
The plan is to have these lunches every three or four months and I
expect that the next one will be in July. Thanks to everyone for
making the afternoon a success.
David Reid

Editor's Note
My thanks to those who have taken the time to send contributions,
always room for more!
A pdf version of the Viewfield News is available on the Church Website
at http://www.viewfield.org.uk
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BMS Action Team
As a Church Fellowship we had the great privilege of having a visit
from one of the BMS Action Teams from the 13th to the 20th of May.
BMS Action Teams is a Christian gap year programme for 18 - 23
year olds to serve God around the world, run by BMS World
Mission. As we discovered, it is not necessarily young people who
have been attending a Baptist Church who volunteer, but those who
are in sympathy with the BMS aims. The Gap Year consists of one
month's training, six months overseas - in Africa, South America,
Asia or Europe - and two months UK mission tour. The people in
each team may not have met each other before.
The four weeks of training takes place in the BMS centre in Selly
Oak near Birmingham and includes radical discipleship, team
building, preparation for crossing cultures and leading people to
Christ, church placements and more.
The oversees placement allows the Teams to connect with another
culture, make a difference in people’s lives and share their Christian
faith in practical ways. It could involve empowering marginalised
women in Asia, teaching street kids in South America, youth work in
Africa or bringing life to churches in Europe.
Then their 2 months of “tours” around the UK bring people in
churches an insight into World Mission through reporting on what
had happened.
In the case of the Action Team who visited us we found various
connections. One of our BMS link missionaries are the Burrells who
work in Mozambique and who the Team met. The Team have also
been learning Portuguese and were involved with work with Brazilian
missionary children. And here at Viewfield we have a number of
Portuguese speaking Brazilians who heard a few words of their
native tongue in our morning service.
Alex, Andrew, Jack and Rebekah had never met before but bonded
well together. They certainly had their faith stretched and deepened,
and they very honest with us in their feedback. We could see the
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love that they had developed for the people and the country. They
were able to testify of answered prayer and God’s guidance. In
particular they talked about how, towards the end of their time in
Mozambique, there were issues with their Visas and they had to
leave the country earlier than anticipated which was a wrench for
them. However this meant that they did not get caught up in
Cyclone Kenneth which destroyed some of the areas that they were
working in. Their attitude was that because they had left the
country it meant that BMS could concentrate on helping those who
lived there instead of needing to find a way to get four British young
people out of the country.
I certainly was challenged by their commitment, faith and trust.
The Visit would not have been possible without the help of those in
the fellowship who organised visits for them, chauffeured them
around, made meals and gave them accommodation.

Please do pray for Alex, Andrew, Jack and Rebekah:
• As they finish off their Church visit with the last one to Yeovil
Community Church (13th to 20th June).
• To be able to build on what they have learned.
• For their future as they go on to different places after the summer
• For Mozambique to recover from the cyclone
• For the ministries that the Team were involved with.
David Stewart
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Saltmine Theatre Company Return to the Edinburgh Fringe

The unique rere- telling of The Prodigal Son for all the family
Welcome to Bert and Horace’s junkyard. They collect, curate and
repurpose all the rubbish that the world doesn’t want. One day Charlie
turns up in their yard.
Charlie’s life was full of luxury, but this faded into nothing when the money
disappeared. Through song, storytelling and laughter, Bert and Horace
show Charlie that she is not as rubbish as she thinks and help her to
consider whether she could take the long road home.

Last Autumn we had the privilege of working in partnership with CHADD, a
charity which provides safe houses for women and children who have been
affected by domestic abuse, to tell the stories of some of the residents at
their homes.
Listening to their stories began the creation of Faultlines,
Faultlines our show raising
awareness about domestic abuse and highlighting early warning signs of
abusive relationships.
A Long Road Home is at 1100 & Faultlines at 1630
Venue 254 Palmerston Place Church 9 & 10 August 2019
And Venue 520 Carrubbers 12 - 17 August 2019
Tickets available from all Fringe Offices
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Kingdom Housing Association in partnership with Fife Council
manages the Fife Small Repairs Service, which can assist with those
little jobs that are required within your home to help maintain it,
making you feel safe and secure. The Service is for homeowners
over 60 (or over 50 and registered disabled). We employ a qualified
disclosure checked tradesman who can carry out certain small
repairs which are almost impossible to get a company to carry out.
Tasks such as: Ease Doors & Windows, Repair or replace door
locks, Re-washer or ease Taps, Renew sealant around baths or
shower trays, Clean or Repair Rhones/Downpipes (single story
only), Fit Internal Grab Rails, Fit Spy Holes or Safety Chains and
much more. So if there is a job within your home that you think is
too small for a company or maybe you just want the peace of mind
of having a reputable tradesman doing the task, contact us today
for more information or to book an appointment.

Looking for a tradesman
Fife Council operates a “Trusted Trader” scheme, which helps to
protect residents from doorstep crime. The scheme helps you to find a
trusted and vetted local trader. They can be contacted on 01592
582710. Further details can be found on the Fife Council website at
www.fifedirect.org.uk.
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Summer
We approach that time of year which many people look forward to: long
sunny days, staying in bed till later, going to bed later, perhaps off to
distant shores or a break nearer to home. It’s an opportunity to have a
break from the usual timetable as a number of activities don’t happen over
July and August. However, it’s also an opportunity for people to be
involved with special summer events.
We are looking to produce a Summer Prayer
Leaflet for the end of June and we are looking for
any summer prayer requests for people who are
directly involved with or have family and friends
who are involved in Camps/Missions/Conferences.
Also there may be those who have other prayer
requests perhaps for your organisation/activity that
is taking a break over the summer.
As well as the prayer sheet, we can also put later
requests into the weekly bulletin.
Please pass any prayer requests to:
David Stewart (stewarts@25a.me.uk – t01383 860476)

“To pray constantly only for ourselves is a mark of failure in prayer. It is in
intercession for others that our faith and love and perseverance will be
stirred up and that the power of the Spirit will be found to equip us for
bringing salvation to people.” - Andrew Murray, The Ministry of
Intercessory Prayer
“The Lord longs to hear all of our concerns, any concern too small to be
turned into a prayer is too small to be made into a burden” – Corrie Ten
Boom

PASTOR
Rev Rae MacKenzie
07713 624087
or via the Church Office
pastor@viewfield.org.uk
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