From the Pastor

Viewfield News

“All of this happened to fulfil the Lord’s message
through his prophet: “Look! The Virgin will conceive a
child! She will give birth to a Son, and he will be called
Immanuel (Meaning God is with us).” Matthew 1v22-23
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Common folks can’t visit the palaces of newborn kings
uninvited (and we seldom are). But kings and princes can
visit mangers, and so can bakers and weavers, wise men
and shepherds, priests and children, cattle and sheep. The
reality is so simple that it is easy, so easy to miss. The God
child was announcing in a dramatic way that he had come to
be available, to be accessible. He hadn’t come to isolate
himself, or to hobnob with only the important people. He
had come to mingle with all, to receive them with open arms
and put himself at their disposal. All this he conveyed by
simply being found lying in a manger.
The birth of Jesus shows once and for all that God is not
above us or against us but rather among us. With the birth
of Jesus Christ, God has truly become “Emmanuel”, God
with us.
Therefore the birth of Jesus is the most
extraordinary and important event in history. At one moment
in time, the infinite became an infant. Almighty God became
a human being in a manger. Steve Turner once said:
Like your landlord becoming your lodger
Like your managing director up before you for an
interview
Like Beethoven queuing up for a ticket to his own concert
Like a headmaster getting the cane
Like a good architect living in a slum built by a rival
Like Picasso painting by numbersGod lived among us.
May we be filled with great wonder this Christmas as we
consider the great truth that the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us. John Knight said:
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To travel the road to Bethlehem
Is to keep a rendezvous with wonder
To answer the call of wisdom
And to bow the knee in worship.
O come let us adore him. Emmanuel, God with us.

Rae
Many
people
say
that
Christmas is a time for children,
the innocence, the happy
smiling faces, the parties, the
school and Church nativity
plays, opening presents on
Christmas day.
For one young couple, Andy
and Jennifer Gill, Christmas
Day is different for all the
wrong reasons. There was no opening of presents for their little one.
At just a few days old, Andy and Jennifer's first son, Oliver, was
diagnosed with a very rare and aggressive form of cancer - a
Malignant Rhabdoid Tumour. Despite continuing to thrive and smile
his way through intensive chemotherapy, he passed away peacefully
at home on Christmas Day 2010, aged just 24 weeks old.
Andy and Jennifer are a Christian couple who visited Viewfield
recently. They very honestly told us their story of how many, many
people prayed for Oliver and they were sure that he would be healed,
but he wasn’t.
Whilst not understanding the whys and the
wherefores, they never doubted God’s love, and they felt God telling
them to help make a difference for other children who suffer from
cancer, and the families supporting these children. So rather than
focussing only on their own loss, they have set up a charity in Oliver’s
name to support research into childhood cancer, and to provide
practical help for families dealing with a child (or in some cases
children) who have cancer.
Jennifer gave us a number of examples of how the charity was able
to help with food vouchers, having meals cooked etc which made a
real difference to people’s lives in a very stressful situation.
It “just happened” that following their contribution, Rae was speaking
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about Joy, and here we had a practical example of what joy in
adverse circumstances looks like.
Andy and Jennifer are not super human, they don’t have all the
answers, but they have put their trust in God.
Here, at Viewfield, we have chosen “LoveOliver” to receive our
Christmas Day Offering. If you would like to contribute but won’t be
in Church on Christmas Day, please place your donation in an
envelope marked “LoveOliver” and put it in the offering bag over the
next few weeks. If you are a tax payer, please use a Gift Aid
envelope (available on the table beside the tea bar) in order to
increase the value of your donation by 25%.
We have some copies of the “LoveOliver” book which is a
compilation of the blogs which Andy and Jennifer wrote throughout
his short life, telling the story of their experiences, and how God
upheld them through those difficult months. If you would like a copy,
please speak to Evelyn (or email to finance@viewfield.org.uk).
Evelyn Stewart

Fellowship News
At a recent church meeting we were pleased to approve applications
for membership by Adam Adamson, Rosemary Asase, Carolyn
Higgins and Anne Paxton. They will be publicly welcomed in the
coming days.
In November we rejoiced at the news of the safe arrival of Craig
McKinlay, born to Rhona and Alistair, a brother for Nathan and
grandson for David and Evelyn. More recently Ron Campbell returned
home from holiday to be welcomed by great granddaughter Freya, a
daughter for Sinead McGiffen and a granddaughter for Sharon. We
offer our congratulations to one and all with the assurance of our
prayers as new opportunities and challenges await.
We were also pleased to learn of the appointment of
Juline Magee as our new Admin Secretary. This means
that the Church Office is staffed Monday to Friday,
0930-1230hrs. Our appreciation and thanks to those
who have fulfilled this function in the recent past.
We continue to remember in prayer those who are housebound and/or
have been brought low by illness, infirmity or bereavement.
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Dyspraxia
Dyspraxia, also known as Developmental Coordination Disorder (DCD),
is a common disorder affecting fine and/or gross motor coordination in
children and adults. It affects people across the range of intellectual
abilities. The charity, Dyspraxia Foundation also states that it can affect
articulation, speech, thoughts and perceptions. As someone who has
this condition, I was looking around to see if there were others who have
this. Searching social media there were a number of online pages but
not any support groups in Scotland. What could I do about this?
Nothing at first, I thought but then at the end of November last year I
had a chance meet up (I don’t believe in chances but God incidents!)
with someone else who has dyspraxia. We decided to set up a
Facebook group with a view to gathering others from the area. We
advertised this page in other dyspraxia groups.
So, Dyspraxia East of Scotland Meet-up Group was formed this year to
encourage adults with dyspraxia to meet up in an informal way in this
region (covering Falkirk, Lothians, Fife and Tayside.). The group is
open to anyone over the age of 16.
Our meet-ups, in various locations, offer group members the opportunity
to share experiences and helpful hints and tips on how we deal with
dyspraxia and what resources we have found helpful. As we have
gathered, we have found that having people we can relate to and going
through the same as us is important. Through these groups I, like
others, have found valuable friendships.
Our Facebook page carries our meet-up events. If you are an adult with
dyspraxia then you are welcome to come along. If newcomers prefer
not to come alone, they can bring along a supporting friend or family
member.
If Dyspraxia is something new to you then why not have a look at our
Facebook page or look up Dyspraxia Foundation (a charity in England
and Wales) for more information.
In closing this isn’t necessarily a Christian group, whilst there are a
number of Christians who attend, there are people who are also from
other backgrounds and beliefs. Please pray for us we seek to relate to
one another and for the Christians in the group that in some way we can
be an example.
https://www.facebook.com/dyspraxiaeastscotland/
https://twitter.com/eosdyspraxia
Email: eosdyspraxia@gmail.com

Philip Magee, Co-founder
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Praise Fitness Aerobic Class
The Viewfield Praise fitness aerobic class (or as Joe lovingly calls it –
Get Bendy With Wendy!) has been running for three months now.
I love going to fitness classes, have been attending aerobics classes for
years and I used to run an aerobics class for the staff after work when I
was teaching. For a couple of years now I’ve been thinking of starting
an aerobics class at the church, but with just using praise music. I kept
putting it off but the thought wouldn’t go away so I prayed a lot and
decided to give it a try.
Each Saturday morning we start the weekend by getting fit and praising
God at the same time! Between 8 and 14 lovely folk turn up (men and
women) we have fun and fellowship, get fit, and learn routines, all the
while listening to some brilliant praise music. We finish for this term on
15th December and will restart on the 12th January. Please come along
and give it a try, the routines can be adapted and done as low or high
impact. Classes are free and the routines are standing (no lying down
routines). Wear comfortable clothes and trainers, bring water and hand
weights, if you have them. Hopefully see you at 9.30 Saturday 12th
January.
Wendy Fisher

Sunday Fellowship Lunch
On Sunday 21st October our first Fellowship Lunch was held in the
Pitbauchlie House Hotel with 20 attending.
Owing to other
commitments, at least a dozen others who would have liked to have
come, couldn’t on that occasion. For a first time, this was a remarkable
number and everyone enjoyed having a good chat and lunch together.
It is hoped that we can do this about once every quarter and the date of
the next one will be publicised well before the time. If you would like
more information please let me know.
David Reid, phriesion@talktalk.net, T: 01383 822965; M: 07969878744

Editor's Note
My thanks to those who have taken the time to send contributions,
especially some first timers.
A pdf version of the Viewfield News is available on the Church
Website at http://www.viewfield.org.uk
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Prayer Ideas for Christmas
Many of us have been brought up knowing the
Christmas story – perhaps we know it too well
and we wrap it up in cotton wool and have a
romanticised image of the young couple and
their baby. However, do we stop and think
what I must have been like for the people
involved?
Fortunately, there are many good books (and preachers!) who help us
unwrap the Christmas story. Some such books are published by CWR
who produce an Advent Study Guide every year. In our recent Men’s
Breakfast discussion, we considered the following thoughts taken from
“A Strange Christmas” by Krish Kandiah.
Joseph’s whole life must have seemed as if it had come crashing down
as he thought his fiancé had betrayed him. However, he did accept that
he and Mary were to be part of God’s plan. But even when he accepted
that he was to be the earthly father of God’s son, it was not easy. There
were threads of suspicion, divorce, adultery, a possible death sentence,
shame, disgrace, poverty, exclusion, embarrassment. These were all
part of the Christmas story.
God used the most traumatic of
circumstances to bring grace and His presence into the world. As well
as the great plan of Salvation, God also understands the “mess” that our
lives can be in, so let’s give thanks for God being “there” for us.
Some of the following prayer suggestions are taken from “A Child is
Born” by Abby Guinness and others were inspired by Gillian Downey
who led our Advent Stay and Pray.
Let’s give thanks for:
• God’s plan of salvation, “at just the right time ….”
• Mary and Joseph’s willingness to be part of
God’s plan despite the cost
• The freedom we have to worship and to speak to
others of what Christmas is truly about
Pray for:
• that hope would be born in those who feel that they have nothing to
look forward to this Christmas
• for those we know who feel like they are in the “dark”, or who are
waiting for answers
• for those suffering injustice, and for those in our country and around
the world who aim to protect people by establishing and upholding
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our legal systems (remember the work in this area by the
International Justice Mission and BMS World Mission).
for those who want to know God, that they would be drawn to Him
through Jesus
for those living in humble circumstances that the kindness of others
would bless them this Christmas
for those you know suffering with grief, or loneliness, particularly at
this time of year.
for peace today, within our families, our community and across the
world.
for the work of the Street Pastors as they go on patrol from 10pm to
3.30am on Saturday nights to care for, listen to and help people who
are out on the streets.

David Stewart

Georgette at Tilsley with AIM
Thanks for your prayer and support over the last few
months. I’m so grateful to those of you who have
given towards my support which means I can
continue to serve with AIM. This term at Tilsley
College has been a very busy one with lots of
intensive teaching. In the end, we have had a good
number of students and will have even more next
term so that has been a real answer to prayer. We are all learning
about different countries and cultures as we interact with each other.
The first years have settled in well and been serious and committed in
their studies and practical ministry. They had a trip to Italy to join some
missionaries there in their ministry and a Team Evangelism week in
various parts of the country with the third years. A number of the
students are interested in serving overseas which is exciting to see.
The Lord has opened up more doors of service outside college too. I
have had the opportunity to do a teaching series at a women’s group in
a church near here which will continue into next year and I will also be
speaking at women’s conference in Ayr in February, which I am starting
to prepare for. It has been a real
blessing to share in this way.
I pray you will have a blessed and
joyful Christmas as we celebrate
Jesus’ coming to be with us.
Every blessing, Georgette Short
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May you
know the love, joy
and peace of the
saviour this Christmas
season. Be assured of
our thoughts and
prayers. Love
Rae, Michelle,
Sophia and
Amelia

Phil & Juline Magee
wish all our friends at Viewfield
a happy Christmas and
every blessing for 2019.
It has been good to get to know
everyone over this past year.

All good wishes for
Christmas and 2019.
Thanks to those in the
fellowship who visit and
keep in touch. It is much
appreciated and
welcomed.
Mary Stewart.

To all at Viewfield –
wishing you God’s
Joy, Peace and Love
at this wonderful time of
Christmas. Much love,
Rosaline Brown x

Fred & Sandra Wyatt
send Christmas blessings to all our
Viewfield Family and wish you joy and
health in the New Year.
“Jesus is the heart of Christmas”

Wishing all our friends
at Viewfield a
Blessed Christmas.
Jesus - God With Us
Love from
Nena, Mick and Jo

Donations in lieu of cost of cards, etc will be given to our Christmas Of
marked "Christmas Offering". If you are a UK tax payer, your gif
8

Jim & Mary-Jane Kirkland
wish you a peaceful Christmas
and much joy in 2019

Brian & Isobel McCarthy
wish all in the Viewfield family
a very happy Christmas and a
healthy, blessed 2019
Sandy and Mary McLean
send love and sincere good
wishes for the Christmas season to
our Church Family at Viewfield and
pray God’s Richest Blessings for us
in 2019 as we go forward together
in these exciting times.
Wishing all our Church
family a blessed Christmas
and good health and
happiness in the New Year.
Love Lin and Bert xx

Hamish & Eleanor
wish their Viewfield family
every blessing for
Christmas and 2019

ffering. Donations can be put in the offering at any time in an envelope
ft can be increased by 25% by using one of the Gift Aid envelopes
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Money Matters
Looking back over recent years, we are grateful
to God for providing the resources we have
needed, through the faithful giving of his people.
We have a fantastic refurbished and extended
building which is fully paid for and available for
us to serve our community, and our regular donation income for the
ongoing work of the church has been increasing.
With Rae’s arrival, we are looking to develop our vision to reach out into
our community and to grow as a church. As we follow God’s leading
and develop the work, we need people to get involved, giving their time
and their abilities, and we will also need more financial resources to
enable the work to grow.
As you think and pray about how God is leading you in your financial
support of his work in and through Viewfield, you may want to consider
one or more of the following:
• If you pay any UK income tax, then giving under the Gift Aid scheme
will increase your giving to the church by 25% at no extra cost to
yourself. For example, if you give £10 per week under the Gift Aid
scheme, the church will receive an additional £130 per year – you
would only need to have paid £130 in tax over the course of the year.
o To give by Gift Aid through the Viewfield Gift Aid scheme, it is
necessary for a record to be kept of your giving. However, this is
done using a reference number, so no one other than myself will
know how much you are giving.
o If you prefer to keep your giving totally anonymous, you can set up
an account with Stewardship Services (stewardship.com) or
Charities Aid Foundation (cafonline.org) – they will claim gift aid
on your giving, then pass on donations to Viewfield or other
charities as directed by you, and you can request for these
donations to be anonymous. They charge a small administration
fee, but this is considerably lower than the tax which is reclaimed.
• Regular, consistent giving can help you with your budgeting, and
provide steady income for the church – you could use:
o Weekly envelopes for non-tax payers – these are completely
anonymous, but help you to give regularly even if you’re not able
to be in church every Sunday
o Weekly or monthly envelopes for tax-payers – as above, these
help you to co-ordinate your giving and allow us to claim an
additional 25% in reclaimed tax
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o A bank standing order – making your donations at whatever
frequency works best for you, directly from your bank account to
the church account. Standing orders can be used both by tax
payers and non-tax payers
• If your income is irregular and/or you want to vary your donations to
the church, then you can set up your own payments as and when it is
suitable for you – again this can be used by both tax payers and nontax payers
To sign up for Gift Aid, set up a standing
order, request weekly or monthly
envelopes, or to discuss any aspect of
giving, or the church finances, please
speak to me or email me.
Evelyn Stewart,
Stewart finance@viewfield.org.uk

WHAT IF!
What if the manger had been empty, and no angel in the sky
Had stopped to tell the shepherds that they really should pass by.
No dark and humble stable where God's glory shone around,
And the Father's precious only Son – a baby – could be found?
Then there'd be no heaven waiting, and no Saviour's arms held wide
To welcome his invited guests to come and step inside.
There'd be no heavenly Bridegroom, no glorious wedding feast,
No church, no heavenly family, from the greatest to the least.
If Joseph had been obstinate or Mary had said “No”
If the wise men hated travelling and didn't want to go.
If the shepherds there in Bethlehem kept quiet about it all
Would there be a Christmas story of a humble cattle stall?
If He who reigned in heaven, the King enthroned on high
Had been too busy making worlds to leave and come to die.
And if all our pain and helplessness our shame and our disgrace
Had triggered only justice, and no amazing grace.
There would be no friend like Jesus to calm us in the strife,
No saving free forgiveness – no second chance at life.
No gentle Holy Spirit to change us from within,
No overcoming power, no victory over sin.
So come with me on tiptoe and we'll take you to the place
Where Jesus, baby Jesus, lies with tears upon his face,
Assuring us of gospel truth that in this tiny form
Within the hay, on Christmas Day, redemptive love was born!
Author unknown, submitted by Mary McLean
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Moral Leadership in a Changing World
This was the subject at a Catalyst Conference held at Newton Mearns
Baptist Church on 28th November. The keynote speaker was Alistair
Black, Lead Pastor at Stirling Baptist Church
I attended this conference with Pastor Rae and whilst I hold no
leadership office at Viewfield, I was a founder part of the Catalyst
movement.
The conference sessions explored how moral values have changed in
recent times within society, with traditional Christian approaches not
only deemed irrelevant, but in tone even aggressive. It was suggested
that Christian leadership taking a “black and white” position on morality
was failing on two counts:• It fails to take into account the brokenness that subsists beyond
conversion. There have been catastrophic, very public falls from
grace within Christian leadership in recent times.
• It fails to properly recognise that the post-modern society has all
but abandoned moral standards in favour of personal choice. The
young today rebel against the imposition of personal morality by
either state or church. Christian leadership cannot assume any
appreciation of traditional right and wrong.
Therefore was there a need within the church to revisit our
EXPRESSION of Christian moral standards. The Speaker suggested
the church approach all moral dilemmas with a “Jesus
Hermeneutic” (sounded rather like WWJD) rather than taking an
absolute position, in the process evaluating the approach Jesus would
take given his attitude to people expressed through all of the New
Testament. Matthew 19 suggests that whilst God’s creation order is
fixed, nevertheless the reality of His creation does not always produce
the perfect Adam and Eve.
The speaker suggested that church leadership should embrace Godly
common sense in addressing all issues of morality within and outwith
the church; recognising where choice has no bearing on an issue and
guiding towards what is right when choice is the issue.
During conversation on the return journey we agreed that these are
challenging times for the Church in the West. We must show the love of
Jesus and be grace filled communities while upholding the truth of
God’s word.

Brian McCarthy
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Joy
Following Rae’s recent sermon on Joy, Priscila submitted notes from a sermon
preached in Viewfield in 2013.

Our world is desperately searching for happiness, we try to achieve it by
pursuing our careers and accumulating possessions but it eludes us. It's
difficult to talk about joy because many of the experiences of our lives
are not joy inducing. So it's incredibly relevant that when we talk about
joy we realise that we are talking about a decision you and I make at
some point to be in the centre of the transformation plan that God has for
this world.
In the first chapter of Philippians we find from Paul that God's grace, the
descriptive word for his relationship with us (we get what we don't
deserve), is with us bringing us peace with him and with each other. We
cannot experience this peace and this grace without passing it on.
When we become Christians everything becomes an opportunity for the
gospel to go forward and nothing is without purpose. Joy is then the
overflow of a life of grace and peace. When we have this relationship
with God we extend this grace and peace to others. Our world craves
community and God is relationship, the antidote to the world's loneliness
is joy that comes from a relationship with Him.
Paul lets us know that when we receive God's grace our memory gets
transformed, full of repentance, forgiveness, grace and joy. That is
what we need to find joy even when we face difficult relationships. That
sounds hard to achieve but Paul also says (v6) that God is not giving
up on us, and our joy develops as we realise that. It also means that as
we grace and peace we don't give up on those around us either.
Paul finds himself, by no decision of his own, in the centre of God's will
while in jail. As a result of that the guards get to know Jesus and the
gospel is spread. Paul finds himself in a place of joy in midst of his
difficulties because he is at the centre of God's transformation plan
for this world.
Paul is not the only one who finds himself in chains. Most of us do.
Whether it's hard times at work, a difficult relationship, health problems,
we all have our chains. But God is in the business of using those
chains to bring transformation for this world, He wants to model in
our lives something of whom He is, He wants to give us experiences so
we will empathise and love people experiencing the same things. His
plan involves moulding our characters through difficult times to become
just like Jesus. He wants to use our chains.
Paul's secret to finding joy in difficulties is in verse 21 where he says:
"For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” That is really different from
what we would hear in the streets of Britain if we ask what life is. Most
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would say for me to live is me, my career, my family, my relationships,
my stuff, but whenever we make life about anything other than Jesus
we suck the joy out of it.
Then why are we so joyless? I don't know your circumstances but there
are two things I experienced that can rob me of joy, one is not accepting
God's grace and the other is making life about something other than
Christ. Humility is the secret to live in this joy, because if we are not
humble we cannot accept God’s grace and if we are not humble we
cannot live for Christ instead of ourselves.
Looking to Jesus is the best way to expose pride and pursue
humility. In talking about Jesus Paul uses three words: humble, servant
and obedient. Following Jesus means for those of us that are leaders that we should never use our position to gain anything for ourselves,
because he didn’t; and for those of us who are led - that we should never
use our democratic rights to get what we want, because Jesus didn’t.
There is no room in a Jesus lifestyle for standing on our rights.
Humility comes when we realise that it’s all about Him and His glory,
because if he is Lord then we can’t be. That is also important because
God hates and humiliates proud people (Proverbs 6:16-17 or Proverbs
16:5). If we are proud God cannot bless us, more than that, if we are
proud we are fighting God and we don’t want to do that.
Here are 8 practical points on how to pursue humility:
1. Follow the truth wherever it leads, don’t always do what is best for
ourselves, don’t defend ourselves, God is more than capable of
defending us, just follow the truth.
2. Initiate and pursue correction and counsel and receive it. Get
friends who will speak truth into our lives. Don’t do everything they
tell us but listen to them.
3. Learn from everyone, including enemies and critics, even if 90% of
what they say is wrong and 50% is lies; learn from the 10% that is
wise. God will use every opportunity to make us more like Jesus.
4. Repent quickly and do it completely.
5. Seek and celebrate God’s work in others. Don’t get jealous.
6. Exalt the name of Jesus in all we do.
7. Laugh at ourselves; stop taking ourselves too seriously, we are a
joke. Woody Allen said “If you want to make God laugh tell him your
plans.”
8. Relax; stop believing that the world would stop if we take a day off,
sleep like a believer.
The result of a humble life is that we become so different that we can’t
help but shine like a star.
Priscila Mara Cajeron de Oliveira
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Supporting BMS World Mission
Christmas is the ideal time to collect used postage
stamps for BMS, when we receive cards and letters from
family and friends. Please leave a wide margin of
envelope around each stamp (at least 1 cm/½ inch) and
put them in the plastic container in the room to the side
of the tea bar, or hand them to Winnie Seaman who
sorts them on our behalf. Be careful not to damage the
stamps as they are sold on to collectors.
Used postage stamps may seem of little value to us, but they are worth
a good deal to Baptist World Mission in their
work both here and overseas. In the last
financial year over £15000 was raised through
the sale of stamps, postcards and other items.
All types of stamps are useful - British, foreign,
Isle of Man, Channel Islands, etc. - and any
unusual postmarks should be preserved. The
more we save, the more we raise! Thank you!

Also BMS Boxes and Birthday Scheme
Many of us make resolutions to mark the beginning of a New Year perhaps you may consider starting to support BMS - our own missionary
programme - by joining either of these projects. You will be helping fund
the varied and valuable work done all over the world. Even very small
sums of money - when added together - can make a big difference.
For more information - please ask Gillian Hall

Shoebox Appeal
Thanks to everyone who helped us send
781 shoeboxes to "the children of the
world" (my grandson Sam's name for them)
who need to know that someone loves then
and they are not forgotten.
To the best of my knowledge, the boxes
from Scotland will be going to Romania and
Liberia, but anyone who paid their donation
online and included a barcode in their box will receive an email from
Samaritan's Purse, letting them know more in the New Year.
Gillian Hall
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The Greatest Gift
The greatest gift was not a golden necklace

Nor jewels that shone like a thousand starry skies
But a child
The innocent of innocents
Born of a girl who obeyed her Father God
Angels sang of a joy that knew no ending
While shepherds saw the prophecies unfold
When the God
Of infinite eternity
Became a child by humanity confined
Magi came from a land of eastern promise
To find the king the stars had guided long
Bringing gifts
Of myrrh, of frankincense, of gold
Honouring the child as saviour, priest and king.
So at this time of anxious presents wrapping
Still your heart with the promise long since made
That a child
Both God and man in unity
The greatest gift of joyous wonder came.

Helen Short
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