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A New Beginning! 

On Easter Sunday our Pastor lead us in worship on our 
second Sunday in our refurbished sanctuary. 

With a flexible worship area, a new front entrance and lift 
access from the car park to the rear it meant that we were 
now fully accessible to all. 



2 

Opening Events 
Sadly as the time approached for the formal opening of the new 
extension and refurbished sanctuary our Pastor suffered a minor heart 
attack and could not participate formally in the opening events.  We wish 
him a speedy and full recovery with the assurance of our continued 
prayers.  

Pentecost Sunday, 15th May, was set aside for a service for the 
Rededication of the People for which our Pastor had prepared the 
following litany that was used in the service. 

A Litany for the Rededication of the People 
Together we rejoice –  
in God our heavenly Father and his great goodness and faithfulness,  

made new to us each and every day.  
Together we rejoice –  
in Jesus, the only begotten Son, who through his incarnation, crucifixion, 

resurrection and ascension created a new and living way for us to 
become the children of God.  

Together we rejoice –  
in the person, presence and power of the Holy Spirit asking that he 

develop in us his love and grace and that he equip us with his gifts.  
Together we remember with gratitude –  
those who have gone before us and their legacy of vision, faith and 

courage.  
Together we remember with gratitude –  
the constant and faithful witness of generations of believers in this place.  
Together we remember with gratitude –  
the sacrificial giving and service of all those who have contributed to our 

story that brings us to this day.  
Together we repent –  
of all things thought, said or done, or left undone, that have hurt others or 

ourselves and have caused division and separation.  
Together we repent –  
of all things which have hindered, obstructed or limited the spread of the 

good news about Jesus.  
Together we repent –  
of all things that have damaged or diminished the health and growth of 

the church.  
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Together we renew –  
our desire and commitment to honour and serve God, Father, Son and  

Holy Spirit.  
Together we renew –  
our desire and commitment to be a worshipping, inclusive, sacrificial, 

prophetic and missionary people.  
Together we renew –  
our desire and commitment to be led and guided by God, Father Son 

and Holy Spirit, in all things that we might see his kingdom come on 
earth as it is in heaven.  
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with peace 

The following Sunday 22nd May was set aside for 
the formal opening and Dedication of the Building 
with the Rev Alan Donaldson, General Director of the 
Baptist Union of Scotland as our guest speaker. 

The service included the following participatory 
prayer. 

Prayer for the Dedication of the Building  -
Introduction – Alan Donaldson 

Today many Baptist Believers in Scotland will be praying for you.  This 
is an exciting moment in our life together as well as in the life of this 
church.  In our nation there are many churches that are closing down.  
Buildings being given over to other purposes because there are no 
people to worship.  Today stands as a beacon of hope to Baptists 
everywhere in Scotland that God is still at work in his church and that 
the decline of the church is not inevitable, that there is still the hope of 
resurrection, new life and spirit filled transition. 

At the Baptist Union of Scotland we recognise that this is a time of great 
change in our society.  That we are called on a journey into the 
unknown.  Like Abraham we are called to travel by faith.  We are a 
people called not to follow the maps of our forefathers but to be map 
makers, discovering through the guidance of the Spirit new ways of 
expressing in word and action the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

(Joe Fisher)  We have gathered together in this place today and we 
pray that we will gather together continuously in this place for many 
years to come.  So let us in this refurbished and developed place of 
worship, service and mission commit ourselves and this building to the 
glory of One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.                       (continued 
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Prayer (Alan) 

Our Father make the door of this building we have developed wide 
enough to receive all who need human love and fellowship and your 
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Make its threshold smooth enough to be no stumbling block to little 
children, the weak or the wandering, but rugged enough and strong 
enough to turn back the tempter’s power.  God make the door of this 
place the gateway to your eternal kingdom for many through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ we dedicate this building: 

(Jean Livingstone)  To the glory of God the Father, who has called us 
by his grace. 

(Joshua Parsonage)   To the glory of the Son, who loves us and gave 
himself for us: 

(Jenny Turvey)   And to the glory of the Holy Spirit, who brings us to the 
light, Gives us strength, and is the source of our love: 

(Jean)  May worship and prayer be offered, the gospel be preached, the 
sacraments of the Lord’s supper and baptism be celebrated, so that faith 
may be strengthened, hope made brighter, and love made deeper. 

(Joshua)  May the gospel be demonstrated in fellowship and service.  
May many come to know the Lord and be built up and sustained by faith. 

(Jenny )  May the young find guidance, may family life be enriched, may 
the isolated and the sad find comfort and help. 

(Alan)  We remember that Jesus prayed that his disciples might be one.  
May we ever keep in mind that we are one small branch of a world 
family.  May we seek to share with God’s people everywhere in 
proclaiming by word and action the gospel of the kingdom of God.  And 
finally, as the people who will serve God in this place, we dedicate again 
our lives and our gifts to Him. 

(All) on Screen The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. 
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Fellowship News 
We were saddened to learn of the passing of Les Asher and extend 
our condolences and the assurance of our prayers to the members 
of his family. 

Tom Smith wishes to thank all the Viewfield Family for their get well 
cards, visits and prayers during his recent stay in the Victoria 
Hospital, “Once again I am overwhelmed by your love.” 

We rejoice with Stephen Collins in his induction to be Pastor (part-
time) of Kings Park Baptist Church in Glasgow.  We wish him and 
Trudi God’s richest blessing as they begin this new ministry. 

VBC – Building Project 
The last twelve months or so have been a 
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enjoyed real challenges that helped us 
focus 100% on the task in hand and we 
have been blessed beyond our 
expectations.  Our God is so good, His 
timing, His providence, His protection and 
His faithfulness.  It is true that when we 
take moments like this to reflect on what God does in our personal and 
church lives together we can go on and on praising God.  Join with me 
afresh just now to praise our Heavenly Father for all that He is to us. 

Just before Easter the building works were completed and we were 
granted a temporary occupation certificate by the Building Control Officer.   
We now have a building warrant. 

We have met within our refurbished premises to give God thanks, to 
thank all the contractors who assisted us and we have dedicated our 
premises and ourselves to God asking Him that He will show us how to 
develop phase 4 of the project, our ministries for Him. 

It has been a joy and a pleasure to have served God and the family in 
Viewfield over these months of building.  Margaret and I have really 
valued your combined keen interest in us as we have journeyed, your 
prayers and your very generous love gift.  Thank you and bless you all.  
Now let’s get on with the work. 

������������������������������������� ���
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Alison’s News from Isle of Man 
After completing my Probationary year as a maths teacher in Preston 
Pans, I moved to the Isle of Man in summer 2014 to work part time as a 
maths teacher in Douglas.  Since I was living as part of the SUMT 
(Scripture Union Ministries Trust) community at Mallmore and had some 
time to spare, I became involved in a range of voluntary work for SUMT 
and took on some administrative tasks in Mallmore.  

When SUMT advertised for a Primary Schools Worker, this seemed to fit 
well with my long held desire to use my teaching skills and experience in 
full time ministry, so I was delighted to be offered the job which I began in 
September 2015. 

My many varied responsibilities fall into five main areas: 

Several times each week I visit 
primary schools, sometimes to 
take assemblies either by myself 
or with the support of other SUMT 
team members, and sometimes to 
take RE or “Philosophy For 
Children” lessons.  I also assist 
weekly with the running of the 
“Followers” extra-curricular club at 
Victoria Road Primary School. 

There are currently eight “Open 
the Book” teams, hopefully rising 
soon to ten.  These teams lead 
assemblies in Primary Schools 
around the island, using material 
provided by the Bible Society.  My aim is to meet with each team at least 
twice a year and occasionally I participate with them in their assemblies.  
I have been building contacts with a view to strengthening existing teams 
and establishing new teams. 

Curriculum Events are another key part of my role.  I assisted on the 
team for “Life Matters” in four secondary schools at the start of the 
academic year – this is a one day event for Year 7s to help with the 
transition to secondary school.   At the end of June, I will co-lead 
“Lifepath” an event for Year 5s (10 year olds) based at Rushen Abbey.  
Over 100 children will attend on each of six days for a variety of activities 
which help them to learn about the history of Christianity and what it 
means to be a Christian nowadays.  Around two thirds of the island’s 
primary schools will participate in this event which fulfils part of the core 
curriculum.  In September I will lead a Curriculum event for Year 3s. 
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I have been assisting at the Manor Ark Project in Douglas by tutoring 
maths at the homework club.  Although this is outwith my “Primary 
School” responsibilities, I have found it helpful in building relationships in 
the area and with Manor Park Primary School Staff, some of whose 
children attend the club.   

Responsibilities within the community at Mallmore are shared amongst 
the team.  I generally oversee tasks involved with maintenance and 
looking after the building, communicating with the Trustees, making 
arrangements with tradesmen etc.  I also take responsibility for the 
SUMT hub emails, and looking after the printers. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed the work so far and look forward to developing 
it further in the months ahead. 
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Say It with Flowers 
At Easter and on Mother’s Day the supermarkets are filled with 
flowers of every description and above them hang a notice which 
says ‘Say it with Flowers’. 
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Birthday’, etc. 
In November we wear a red poppy to say thank-you to those who 
sacrificed their lives in order that we may enjoy the freedom we have 
today.  Who of us can forget the cascade of ceramic red poppies on 
the walls and grounds of Windsor Castle? 
My favourite flower is the Sweet Pea, there is always a space for it in 
my wee garden, it is special because of its fragrance, bring them 
indoors and they fill the whole room with their aroma. 
I admire the groups of women from the women’s fellowship who visit 
those who are ill at home and can no longer get out leaving some 
flowers to remind them that they are missed. 
From the majesty of the sunflower to the humble daisy, they all play 
a role in making our world brighter, more beautiful and a happier 
place. 

‘Say it with Flowers’ 
May we do just that and spread the beauty of God’s love 
everywhere. 
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Summer Opportunities 
Well it’s that time again.  School’s nearly out and there are long hot 
sunny days in prospect (well maybe not the hot and sunny if you’re 
staying in Scotland).  Whatever the weather, there will be lots of people 
on holiday - some maybe going far, some not so far and some staying at 
home but having a change of routine. 

And of course the Summer School holidays are a great opportunity for 
Christian Residential and Holiday Clubs, conferences and the opportunity 
to join teams in outreach or humanitarian/development projects. 

At the recent Men’s Breakfast we were looking at how Nehemiah had 
gone about the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls.  Nehemiah 1:5-6 and 2:4-
5 shows us that he Prayed, Planned, Prepared and was Patient.  He was 

Devoted to your service 
The 21-year-old princess who spoke from 
South Africa to say – “I declare before you all 
that my whole life, whether it be short or 
long, shall be devoted to your service” – has 
now served our country and Commonwealth 
as Queen for more than 60 years, and the 
weekend of 10–12 June will see many things 
happening to honour her 90th birthday. 

As someone described by A. N. Wilson as “an unobtrusively devout 
woman whose Christian faith is central to her life” one of the 
celebrations that will undoubtedly be very significant to her is the 
publication of The Servant Queen – and the King she Serves by HOPE, 
the Bible Society and the London. This 64-page tribute uses her own 
words to draw out the importance in her life of her faith in Jesus, and in 
her foreword to the book, the Queen acknowledges the role her faith 
has played in the many years of her service as monarch. 

Yemi Adedeji, HOPE’s associate director, says: “Let’s bring our 
communities together to give thanks to God for Her Majesty’s life of 
service to the Commonwealth.  And let’s pray for her, as she has asked 
us to do since before her coronation.” 

In times when nothing stood 
But worsened or grew strange, 
There was one constant good 
She did not change. 

Philip Larkin (1977) 
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Editor's Note 
My thanks to all who have contributed to this issue. 
A full colour version of the Viewfield News is available on the Church 
Website at http://www.viewfield.org.uk�

 

 

 

 

Half Year Update 

For those of us involved in the Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal – the 
year is already half over.  We have been busy collecting together boxes, 
pencils, crayons, pens, soap and face cloths and all sorts of things for the 
boxes – and of course, our knitting ladies at Knit and Natter have been 
producing lots of hats, gloves and scarves to try and ensure that more 
children will have a present to open this year. 

Any donations of items for the boxes can placed in the box in the foyer of 
the Centre or in the box in the entrance to the Church.   

Please continue to pray for us to ensure that the work we do is all done in 
God’s name and that the children who receive the gifts will come to know 
His love in their lives.  

not too ‘spiritual’ to see the value of good planning.  Nor was he so 
confident in his management skills that he dispensed with the continual 
need to pray and seek guidance from God.  With all the Summer 
activities it is important to also Pray, Plan, Prepare and be Patient.   

Please pray for all the Planning and Preparation going on at this time, 
especially for SU Holidays and Holiday Club/Missions.  In particular pray 

for the Port St Mary Beach Mission and the 
holiday at Scoughall as well as the practicalities 
of travel and transport for the Scottish events.  
Pray for Patience as we look for the right people 
for the teams. 

There will be much more detail in the Summer 
Church Prayer Diary which will be distributed on the 3rd of July and will be 
available on-line for those of you who are off for a well-earned break by 
then.  If you’re going to be involved with an activity that you would like us 
to pray about then please contact David Stewart as soon as possible. 
(email prayer@viewfield.org.uk or phone 860476) . 
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Canvins’ News 
Thank you so much for your prayers for ourselves and for the work of the 
Roma Team. 

I write this from Romania where I am staying with one of our Roma teams 
while spending time with all of them.  Yesterday we had a team meeting 
with all the teams together.  It was good to hear how all the work they are 
doing dovetails together.�

One of the items on the agenda was the completed booklet of the 
translation of James 3 done for the Roma Church in Apalina.  (Maggie 
and I had a hand in that in helping to design it.)  It was agreed that Zoltan 
take it to Apalina last night.  It was members of the Church there who 
worked with David and Sari on the translation.  Marlute and I agreed to 
go to Apalina with Zoltan. 

It was a joy to be in Apalina again.  The last time I was there, some 4 
years ago, the Church was being built and there were about 35 
members.  This time – the Church is completed, about 70 people were 
there: men, women and a few children – and about 100 men have gone 
to Germany for the summer to find work!  So the Church has grown from 
about 35 to 170 in the last 4 years!  Praise the Lord! 

I know some of you have prayed for the Apalina Church over the years 
and the Lord has really blessed the work there.  Attila is the pastor and 
he also pastors 6 other Churches in the area – some of them Roma, and 
others mixed Roma and Hungarian (this is the Hungarian speaking 
region of Romania).  The Church in Apalina sends their greetings. 

The Roma children generally don’t do well in school.  After discussion 
with the head teacher about how the Apalina Church could help, the 
Church now hosts an after-school club with 40 children attending each 
evening.  Two of the teachers also come to give extra lessons to the 
children to help them in the basics of reading, writing and arithmetic. 

I came more prepared than last time, so when Attila asked me to preach I 
was able to give them a message of challenge and hope. 

After the service, Zoltan talked with Attila and the translators and gave 
them the translated booklets.  The booklet contains the translation of 
James 3 together with some Bible study questions – exactly what Attila 
and the Church wanted.  Zoltan will be back in two weeks’ time to 
demonstrate to the trainee leaders how the booklet should be used.  
Attila is training up home group leaders and it is they who will take the 
booklet with them into the homes of the believers and their friends in the 
village and work through the issues around taming the tongue.�



11 

Please pray for Attila, his wife Adél and their two young boys, for the 
Church in Apalina and the other Churches that Attila has responsibility 
for.  The work is not easy, but our Lord is great and He has done amazing 
things. Let’s pray for the building up of these Churches.�

I will be visiting Nori in Hungary towards the end of June.  She and Péter 
need our prayers for Péter’s full recovery from the illness which has 
afflicted him over the last few months.  The doctors still cannot diagnose 
this illness, but it has left Péter very weak.  He is struggling on as he is 
the pastor of his Church, but they are all finding this very hard.�

I will also be visiting Bulgaria around the beginning of July. 

Please pray for me as I make these trips, that I will be a blessing and 
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work from home. 

With grateful thanks, 
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Stephen Collins 
On Saturday 11th June a few friends from Viewfield visited Kings Park 
Baptist Church, Glasgow to celebrate the Commissioning & Induction of 
Stephen Collins as their Pastor. 

There we shared with family and other friends in a wonderful afternoon 
with music and prayer.  The Commissioning and Induction was 
performed by the Rev Martin Hodson of the Baptist Union of Scotland 
and the Rev Ian Birch, Principal of the Scottish Baptist Theological 
College gave the address. 

Service finished with a lovely spread and fellowship enjoyed by all. 
�����������

Stamps for BMS World Mission 
We are so grateful to Jill French for trimming, sorting 
and sending our used stamps to BMS over so many 
years. 

She has recently had to lay down her scissors so we 
are looking for a new stamp person. 

It is not an arduous job and can be done at your own pace. Anyone like 
to take this on?  Full training will be given! 

Please speak to Mary-Jane Kirkland (Acting stamp person).  
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MINISTER 
Rev Michael Bonser 
60 Bellyeoman Road 
Dunfermline 
KY12 0BB 
Tel: 01383 730540 
Email: 
pastor@viewfield.org.uk 

CHURCH OFFICE 
2 Viewfield Terrace, 
Dunfermline 
KY12 7HZ  
Tel: 01383 620465 
E-mail:  
office@viewfield.org.uk 

CHURCH SECRETARY 
Miss Helen Short 
45 Main Street 
Townhill  
KY12 0EF 
Tel: 727060�
E-mail: 
secretary@viewfield.org.uk 

EDITOR 
Jim Kirkland 
21 Forth View 
Inverkeithing,  
KY11 1BA 
Tel: 01383 420226 
E-mail: 
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Alpha 
They say it takes a village to raise a child, 
likewise it takes the whole church to make 
disciples, we all have a part to play. 

I met a lovely young man the other day, a 
psychology graduate who said between 
him and all his pals he had never met a 
believer/follower of Jesus never mind a 
Minister and didn't know much about faith 
or Church but was open to exploring/
discussing things further. 

The reshaped Alpha Course is aimed at this TV/multi media generation 
with little or no knowledge of Jesus and Church.  Checkout the link here 
https://vimeo.com/161726588 

We are wondering about joining with other Churches in the UK and 
overseas in running the new Alpha course being launched Globally in 
September.  Imagine joining in with our worldwide Christian family in 
exploring the Christian faith each week with friends, family, neighbours, 
acquaintances and anyone who wants to come. 

Over the years 29 million people worldwide have taken part in Alpha, 
would it be realistic to expect/dream/hope that 50 folks from Dunfermline 
might take part this September?  Or is that too risky?  Look out for the 
adverting campaign on Buses, in Cinemas and on TV headed up by Bear 
Grylls at the end of August. 

We would all need to participate in one way or another whether that’s 
praying, inviting, encouraging and supporting the team or volunteering: to 
cook, to serve, to do set up, admin, to lead a group or be part of a group.  
Could you pray about your involvement and let me/ the Leadership know 
what you’re thinking? 

We’re planning an open evening for interested folks on Wednesday 29th 
June from 8pm to 9.30pm over pudding….hope to see you there. 
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